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THE HOLY SPIRIT — A NEGLECTED PERSON IN THE TRINITY?

On a certain occasion when Paul traveled through the
upper coasts and arrived at Ephesus, he found certain dis-
ciples who said to him, "We have not so much as heard
whether there be any Holy Ghost,'" (Acts 19:2). This is
all the more shocking when one considers that they said
they had received John's baptism. It is quite evident
from the context that these were adherents of a cult
which had formed as a separate group, apart from those
faithful disciples of John who joined themselves to Je-
sus. This separatistic action and spurious baptism was
no reflection on John and the baptism administered by
him, for Paul immediately told them, "John verily baptiz-
ed with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people,
that they should believe on him which should come after
him, that is, on Christ Jesus.'" That these misguided
disciples were now converted and received a valid baptism
was a joyful outcome of the meeting with Paul in Ephesus.
But the haunting question still remains: 'How does one
account for the fact that they had not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit?" Whoever had instructed them
had certainly been very negligent and remiss in teaching
them the full counsel of God.

Had they been true followers of John the Baptist,
they would have heard of the Holy Spirit. For any stud-
ent of the Scriptural account of John's ministry will
know that the Holy Spirit not only played an important
role in his life, but also was a topic for consideration
in his preaching. The angel Gabriel prophesied of John:
"... he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost even from
his mother's womb,'" (Luke 1:15). When Zacharias prophe-
sied of his son in the words of the ''Benedictus,'" he did
so as he was filled with the Holy Spirit, as we are told
in Luke 1:67ff. When the time came for John to introduce
Jesus, the Lamb of God, he said, "He that sent me to bap-
tize with water, the same said unto me, upon whom thou
shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him,
the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost,"
(John 1:33). In connection with the baptism of Jesus we



read: "And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight-
way out of the water: and 1o, the heavens were opened un-
to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him,'" (Matt. 3:16). Previously
John had testified to the multitude, "I indeed baptize
you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to
bear; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire," (Matt. 3:11).

In the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, the Holy
Spirit was very much in evidence. The angel Gabriel had
said to Mary, 'The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the highest shall overshadow thee; therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God," (Luke 1:35). From His very con-
ception Jesus had, without measure, been anointed with
the Holy Spirit and with power (Acts 10:38; Heb. 1:8-9).
To the inquiring Nicodemus Jesus said, "Verily, verily,

I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said un-
to thee, ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born of the Spirit," (John 3:5-8). In
His farewell address to His disciples, Jesus said, "And

I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the
Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because
it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him;
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be with you ... The
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you," (John 14:16,17,25). Furthermore He said,
"When the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you
from the Father, he shall testify of me; and ye also shall
bear witness, because ye have been with me from the be-
ginning," (John 15:26-27). Later in the same address, He
said, "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I
8o not away, the Comforter will not come unto you: but if



4

1 depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come,
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me:
Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see
me no more: Of judgment, because the prince of this
world is judged. I have yet many things to say unto you,
but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spir-
it of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth;
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will shew you
things to come,' (John 16:7-13) . _After His resurrection,
toward evening of that memorable day, Jesus appeared to
His disciples and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and
whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained," (John 20:
22-23). Before His ascension into heaven, Jesus specifi-
cally told the disciples not to depart from Jerusalem un-
til they had received the promise of the Father, namely
the baptism with the Holy Spirit: "John truly baptized
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence ... Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalenm, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth,"”

(Acts 1:5,8).

Did the Holy Spirit suffer neglect at the hands of
John the Baptist, who served as an jdeal type of the ho-
ly ministry? Did Jesus speak of Himself and the Heaven-
ly Father to the exclusion of the Holy Spirit, or did He
in any way pass by the importance of the work of the
third person in the godhead? Nay, on the contrary He
even said, "All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for-
given unto men; but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost
shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh
a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him;
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in
the world to come," (Matt. 12:31-32). But the world
around us pays little or no attention, even in an exter-
nal way, to the Spirit of God, for it does not know Him.
This is so manifestly shown by its lack of attention to
the Christian festival of Pentecost and its message. The



world has found a way of commercializing Christmas and
Easter, to its monetary satisfaction, but not so with
Pentecost, which shows how completely it has missed the
message of the Father's gift of His Son and the Son's
victory over death. Now it is quite easy to become elo-
quent in deploring the world's superficial and erroneous
view of those eternal truths which to us are spirit and
life. But is there not a danger that we may become
guilty of giving less attention to the person and work
of the Holy Spirit than we should? To serve as an en-
couragement for a Scripture-oriented emphasis upon the
person and work of the Holy Spirit — this is the thrust
and intent of this article and the question which it
raises: The Holy Spirit — a Neglected Person in the Tri-
nity?

That the question-is timely may be brought to our
attention in a rather negative way by surveying the wrong
and unscriptural presentation of the Holy Spirit and His
work which is sweeping the land in the so-called Charis-
matic Movement. Charismatic conferences, conventions,
and seminars are mushrooming over the country, bringing
together people of every doctrinal stripe and hue. In
the process, unionistic fellowships and worship services
are being fostered with the intent of filling a void which
its sponsors claim has been left by the organized church.
It is claimed that the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the
gift of tongues, the gift of healing, etc., have largely
been neglected. On our part, it is granted that special
gifts were granted by the Holy Spirit particularly in the
early New Testament Christian Church, for the purpose of
confirming the truth of Jesus Christ and to serve the
propagation of the Gospel — but never with such fan-fare
and publicity and hoop-la as is evident on every hand
among charismatics in our day. And certainly not with

~such disregard for the purity of doctrine as is seen in
the unionistic gatherings of present-day charismatics!
This is nothing new, this false presentation of the work
of the Holy Spirit, for we have had it with us for many
years in the Pentecostal churches, the Assemblies of God,
etc. But never in recent memory has it been as wide-
spread as today when it has even infiltrated such church-
es as, for instance, the Lutheran Church — Missouri Symnod.



How are we to confront this popular movement? How better
than to review the Scriptural doctrine of the Holy Spir-
it, placing it into its proper Scriptural perspective and
emphasis, as we also examine ourselves to see if we have
given as much attention to the third person in the god-
head as is His due?

In our ministry we are accustomed to follow the
course which has been set by the church year with its
three cycles: the Christmas, the Easter, and the Pente-
cost cycles. And certainly the three major festivals and
the Sundays preceding and following them, with their ap-
pointed texts, are admirably suited to a proclamation of
the full counsel of God for our salvation. But is it not
true that there is a tendency to give more attention to
Christmas and Easter than to Pentecost? Surrounding the
Christmas festival with Advent and its mid-week services
on one end, and the Epiphany season on the other, God's
gift in the incarnation of His Son is featured and empha-
sized. In preparation for the festival of Easter we have
the Lenten season with special services during the weeks
preceding. Thus hearts are attuned to the significance
of Christ's suffering and death as a prelude to the joy-
ous outcome at the resurrection with its message of uni-
versal justification. In the Sundays following Easter
the texts build on this triumphant event. But now what
of the Pentecost festival? It practically comes upon us
unawares, and it is a rare person who can quickly identi-
fy the date of its celebration. With the coming of the
Ascension festival we may have a cue that ten days there-
after the third major festival, Pentecost, will be observ-
ed. Does this not indicate that more could be done by
way of preparing and alerting the hearers to the coming
of this festival and its important message of sanctifica-
tion through the Holy Spirit? Mid-week services indeed
could be the answer. But we believe that the same ends
might be accomplished by a due regard for the pericopal
texts appointed for the Sundays preceding Pentecost and
certainly by considering the thrust of the Spirit in the
texts set aside for the Sundays following. In our homi-
letics class in the seminary, we are suggesting that Can-
tate, Rogate, and Exaudi Sundays be considered as prepara-
tory to Pentecost even though the usual labels seem to



relate them more to Easter and, in the latter case, to
Ascension. And indeed, if one will look at Acts 1:5,8
and Acts 2:33, he will find that Ascension is very much
related to Pentecost. Furthermore, while we are accus-
tomed to identify the Sundays following Trinity Sunday
as so and so many Sundays after Trinity, we may with
good reason follow the example of some authorities who
prefer to include the entire Trinity season as the Nach-
feier of Pentecost. So we find that here and there,
these Sundays are designated as so and so many Sundays
after Pentecost. While this season, the longest of the
three cycles, has no progressive development of a common
theme, one might state it in one sentence: "If we live
by the Spirit, let us walk by the Spirit,™ (Gal. 5:25).
One cannot then miss the emphasis on the person and work
of the Holy Spirit. While such liturgical arrangements
as are found in the church year may be an external thing
in itself, it can serve a spiritual purpose, and, not
least, would be a reminder and incentive to give the per-
son and work of the Holy Spirit due emphasis and consid-
eration. It would, furthermore, serve the dual purpose
of instructing the hearers on the importance of the work
of the Holy Spirit, on the one hand, and of warning against
the errors of the present-day charismatics, on the other.
In studying the doctrines of Holy Scripture, one cannot
but be impressed by the role that the Holy Spirit plays
in all of them. We will find that this fact is largely
passed over by the emotional emphasis that is placed upon
the gift of tongues, the gift of healing, etc., by the
charismatics. By so doing they are missing the dynamic
force and saving power of the very One Whom they claim
to be serving — the Holy Spirit.

How then does the Holy Spirit relate to the doctrines
of Holy Scripture? First of all, what role does the Holy
Spirit play in God's transmission of His Word to the hu-
man race? David, the sweet Psalmist of Israel, said,

"The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in
my tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel
spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling
in the fear of God," (II Sam. 23:2-3). The prophet Eze-
kiel said, "And the Spirit entered into me when he spake
unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that



spake unto me," (Ezek. 2:2). Upon the day of Pentecost,
when the apostles spoke of the wonderful works of God in
languages that all could understand, we are told: '"And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance," (Acts 2:4). This was in fulfillment of the proph-
ecy spoken by Joel in the Old Testament: "I will pour my
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions: and also upon the servants
and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my
Spirit," (Joel 2:28-29). Concerning the transmission of
His Word in the Old Testament, the Holy Ghost caused Pet-
er to write: "The prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost," (II Pet. 1;21). Jesus had said to
His apostles, "The comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance, whatsoever I
have said unto you," (John 14:26). Accordingly the apos-
tle Paul had every right to say, '"Now we have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely given
to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritu-
al," (I Cor. 2:12-13). Therefore, when we read any text
from the Holy Scripture we have every right to preface
such reading with the introduction: "The Holy Spirit has
caused to be recorded ..." and thereby every hearer has
the assurance that he is about to hear the infallible and
inerrant Word of the most holy God. Through the Gospel
Word, men shall be brought to faith and through that Word
shall be sanctified in fulfillment of Jesus' high-priest-
ly prayer: "Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is
truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have
I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I
sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but
for them also which shall believe on me through their
word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us; that
the world may believe that thou hast sent me," (John 17:
17-21).
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That we owe our election and salvation to the joint
operation of the Father and the Son as well as of the Ho-
ly Spirit — of this we are assured in these inspired
words: "But we are bound to give thanks always to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth; whereunto he
called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ," (II Thess. 2:13-14). Writing
to his co-worker, Titus, Paul declared, '"Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us by the washing of regeneration and re-
newing of the Holy Ghost,'" (Titus 3:5). Thus Peter, ad-
dressing those who had come to the knowledge of their
sins, said, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost," (Acts 2:38).
To the Corinthians Paul wrote, 'No man can say that Jesus
is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost," (I Cor. 12:3), and:
"By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body," (I
Cor. 12:13). Thus through the operation of the Holy Spir-
it it is that the Church is gathered, even as on the day
of Pentecost three thousand souls were added to the Church.

Scripture teaches explicitly that the Holy Spirit
is active in connection with the Holy Ministry. There
naturally come to mind the words addressed to the elders
of the Church: "Take heed therefore unto yourselves and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood," (Acts 20:28). Of his own
ministry, Paul wrote to the Romans, "That I should be the
minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering
the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles
might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost;"
(Rom. 15:16). Concerning the call of Barnabas and Saul,
it is written: '"The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barna-
bas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands
on them, they sent them away. So they, being sent forth
by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence
they sailed to Cyprus,'" (Acts 11:2-4). There certainly
can be no doubt that the Holy Spirit is directly involved






