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THE PRIl/ATE CARE OF SOULS

(Conclusion)

In the preceding issue of this Journal we spoke of
the pastor's office as a Seelsorger. This word beautiful
ly describes the purpose of his office: not only to pro
claim the Word of God publicly, but also privately to ex
ercise proper spiritual care of the souls entrusted to him.
We also spoke concerning the old custom of private Commu
nion announcements, and how the pastor might well make
use of this custom to better care for the souls of his

flock. We shall now conclude our thinking on this sub
ject by considering two additional areas in which each
Seelsorger should strive to improve his private care of
souls.

III.

The pastor has an especially suitable time and op
portunity for the private care of souls when he is vis
iting the sick and the dying.

Here our dear Father in heaven has not left us in

doubt as to what medicine we are to use. Those who are

physicians of souls have been bound, as it were, to a
suitable cure in dealing with their patients.

When people are experiencing good days and times of
prosperity and good health, then it is often the case
that they go about so unsettled in heart and mind that
the pastor can scarcely reacH them. But when a sheep
desires its shepherd, when a person who is sick with sin
also becomes sick in his body and desires its physician,
then the true Seelsorger should by all means be at the
bedside of the sick and the dying. It may well be that
the pastor will have no greater opportunity to be of
service to this individual in gaining the soul for the
Savior than by this visit. If a pastor neglects this
opportunity through his own fault, then he has lost a
great advantage, and his influence as a caretaker of
souls will be greatly diminished. He needs to keep in
mind that his may very well be the last opportunity he
will have to help this person onward to true repentance
and saving faith.



Ideally, the members of the flock will be trained
to inform their pastor immediately when sickness exists,
and will request his services. But the pastor should
not visit the sick only when he is asked to do so. If
he hears from some other source that someone is sick,
he would do well to check into it immediately so as to
offer his services to them. One can conceive of cir

cumstances when the pastor should call on the sick and
the dying only when he is asked to do so; for example,
in the case of excommunicated members, public despisers
of the Word of God, and people who are completely un
churched. At the same time, if a pastor has some hope
that such an one can now at last be helped, then he
should not hesitate to go also there uninvited.

What about a situation in which a person is sick
with some contagious disease? Here we are reminded of
the words of our Chief Shepherd, when He said: "He that
is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the
sheep, and fleeth ... The hireling fleeth, because he
is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep," John 10:
12-13. The possibility of contracting some contagious
disease should not hinder a true Seelsorger from caring
for the sheep entrusted to his care. This is not to sug
gest that he need not exercise proper precautions by way
of cleanliness, etc. Such precautions should be consid
ered self-evident.

A true Seelsorger would do well to visit also the
children when they are sick. This will give him the op
portunity to practice the very necessary art of present
ing the basic truths of our Christian faith in such sim
ple words that even the sick child will benefit from it.
By calling upon children when they are sick, the pastor
does so not only for the sake of the children, but also
for the sake of their parents. It is possible that
parents may be tempted to murmur and complain against
God when their child becomes sick. In such a case, the
pastor can help the parents to commend their well-being
and that of their sick child to the good and gracious
will of God, in case it should be His will to take the
soul of the child to Himself in heaven.

When we enter a sick room, either at a home or in a



hospital, we do not want to give the impression that now
the important minister is there. It is not appropriate
for a pastor to come forcefully, overwhelming the sick
person with spiritual words of wisdom. Rather, he should
come with a friendly greeting, inquire syn^athetically
concerning the sickness and well-being of the sick person,
and assure him of his heartfelt concern. Then he should

show that he is indeed the caretaker of the sick person's
soul. He will want to remind the person that sickness
and suffering come from God, for the Savior assures us:
"The very hairs of your head are all numbered," Matthew
10:30. He should call to remembrance that God sends

sickness on account of sin. "As by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned," Romans 5:12.
And the pastor will surely wish to point out that all
sickness serves for our real good. "We know that all
things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose," Ro
mans 8:28. The pastor will remind the sick person that
we should think about our death; that this world will
pass away; that we should repent of our sins and seek
forgiveness in Christ, etc.

Since the pastor is a physician of souls, he will
therefore try to search out the condition of the sick
person's soul. He will be especially concerned about
determining whether the person recognizes that he is a
poor sinner, whether he believes in the Lord Jesus
Christ, whether he is steadfast in hope, is comforted in
God and His Word, and is ready and prepared to die --or
whether the opposite is the case. The pastor will be
concerned about doing the most important things first.
He will seek to determine whether the person's illness
has affected his thinking, so as to make sure that he
would be in a condition to partake of the Lord's Supper.
He will wish to ascertain whether the person's condition
permits him to talk very much. If the pastor is permit
ted very little time to talk, he will want to make good
use of that time, not wasting it on small talk that is
of no value.

As a rule, the pastor does well to talk with the
sick in a conversational manner, rather than in the tone
of voice he uses when delivering a sermon from the pul-



pit. It is entirely appropriate for the pastor to pray
with the sick person. A prayer from a Prayer Book may
be entirely suitable. But here the pastor has a good
opportunity to make use of ex corde prayers, thus making
the prayer individualized to the circumstances which ex
ist right there in that room.

In times of sickness, and especially in the case of
illnesses that extend over a long period of time, there
is one thing that is particularly in place, and that is
comfort. During a long illness, the pastor v^ill have
many opportunities to show from passages of Scripture
the gracious purpose of God in such circumstances. At
the same time, the pastor may also find it necessary to
gently chastize the individual for his impatience, his
complaining, etc.

It is not in place for a pastor to speak too freely
to a sick person about his hopes for a recovery. After
all, he is not in a position to know what God's will may
be for that person, and whether a full recovery is an as
sured thing. Rather, he will be concerned above all
about preparing that person for death, if that should be
the will of God in the unforeseeable future.

The Lord's Supper can do much to strengthen a person
spiritually in time of sickness. This Sacrament makes it
possible for the pastor to minister to the sick in the
same manner as our Lord Jesus. IVhen a man sick of the

palsy was brought on a bed to the Savior, Jesus said un
to him: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee," Matthew 9:2. Having healed the sickness of his
soul, Jesus then went on to heal the sickness in his
body. So we are to use the Lord's Supper to assure the
person that his sins are indeed forgiven him in Jesus
Christ, and that he can therefore be of good cheer. But
the pastor should not offer the Lord's Supper to a sick
person if he has reason to believe that he is neither
ready nor worthy to receive it, 1 Cor. 11:27-29.

In the case of an individual who is dying, the Seel-
sorger will try to help that person to set his house in
order, 11 Kings 20:1; This means that he will try to di
rect the thinking of that dying person away from the
things of this world to heavenly things. "For here have



we no continuing city, but we seek one to come," Hebrews
13:14. He will direct the person to Christ and proclaim
to him the message of forgiveness of sins and salvation.
Such a person will then find his thoughts reflected by
the Psalmist: "As the hart panteth after the water
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 0 God. My soul
thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come
and appear before God," Psalm 42:1-2. From the heart he
prays to the Holy Spirit for steadfastness in the faith
unto the end, for he believes that divine promise: "Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life," Rev. 2:10. As his end draws near, he commends
his body and soul into the gracious hands of God, say
ing, as did the dying Savior: "Father, into Thy hands
I commend my spirit," Luke 23:46. Clinging to his Sav
ior and beholding Him with the eyes of faith, he can
confidently say: "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before
the face of all people," Luke 2:29-31.

In short, every dying person should be directed to
Jesus Christ, no matter what the circumstances of his
life may have been until that time. It is well to speak
to him passages and prayers that are familiar to him,
when this is possible. When he no longer seems to un
derstand what you are saying, then talk loudly to him.
We are told that the sense of hearing remains with a dy
ing person the longest of any of his senses. What prec
ious opportunities a true Seelsorger thus has to carry
out his God-given responsibilities in the private care
of souls!

IV.

Finally, let us direct our attention to one more
area in which the pastor can and should minister private
ly to blood-bought souls. If his work is to be done pro
perly, then house calls will be an important part of his
ministry.

As a shepherd, the Seelsorger must necessarily leam
to know his flock. By this we mean that he should leam
to know each individual sheep and lamb. A pastor, there
fore, should not merely study his books, but he should



also study his sheep. To do this realistically, he
should study them not merely when they are dressed in
their Sunday clothes, but also in their everyday work
garments.

There are, of course, some things that the pastor
should avoid in making house calls. He should avoid mak
ing such a call at a time that is entirely inopportune
for the people involved. He might do well to find out
from the people ahead of time when would be the most
suitable time for him to come, as far as they are con
cerned. The pastor will certainly wish to avoid giving
the impression that he prefers to visit those homes
where there is something to enjoy by way of diversion or
pastime. Business before pleasure! The Lord Jesus made
a house call on Matthew. How very pleased He was to have
the publicans and sinners coming in also to hear the
words of salvation from His lips. As His followers, we
will especially cherish the house call which provides us
an opportunity to direct people to the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.

In making house calls, the pastor should also avoid
familiar associations with young women and daughters,Ves-
j)ecially when the pastor is still young, in yeairSy The
apostle Paul had good reason to write as he did to young
Pastor Timothy: "Intreat ... the elder women as mathers;
the younger as sisters,, with..all purity," I Timothy 5:2.
And again Paul writes (in the words of Beck's translation):
"Keep away from such people. Some of them get into homes
and captivate weak women, loaded with sins, driven by all
kinds of desires," II Timothy 3:5-6. Oh, how the unbe
lieving world rejoices when a young pastor succumbs to
temptation, even though this is an everyday occurrence
among the ungodly! But let us hasten to add that the
same care should be exercised by pastors who are older.
A person doesn't have to read very far into the daily
newspaper to come to the conclusion that indeed "there
is no fool like an old fool."

It goes without saying that a pastor will not wish
to have the reputation of being a jokester. In an ef
fort to gain popularity and to give a down-to-earth ap
pearance, some pastors seem to think that they must have
a never-ending storehouse of jokes, witticisms, etc., to



share with all the people with whom they come in contact.
In our opinion, people will have more respect for a pas
tor who proclaims, not side-splitting jokes, but the
Word of God which shows troubled sinners the way to hea
ven. It may well be that such pastors will not hold top
spot in any popularity contest,^ but then we do not expect
to fare any better in this department than did our Sav-'
ior, as we follow in His footsteps.

In planning his house calls, the pastor will wish
to visit especially those who have been involved in any
kind of misfortune or loss. If he knows of some indi

vidual who is beset by some spiritual danger or tempta
tion to the soul, then he will by all means wish to call
upon that person without delay. For example, he may know
that some individual is in danger of falling prey to some
false-teaching church, unchristian fellowship, or lodge.
Or perhaps some individual members are unclear about a
particular truth in God's Word, to the point that they
are troubled over it. Here is the pastor's opportunity
to dig into the Word of God with them. Or if an indivi
dual is tempted to despair in the midst of trouble and
affliction, the pastor should not miss the opportunity
to apply the Word of God to the particular situation.

What can the pastor talk about in making house
calls? He will put his time to good use when he in
quires about the family devotions and the material that
is used; the table prayers; the edifying books they
have to read; the discipline and obedience of the child
ren. He might inquire concerning the prayers of the
children; the studies of the school-age children; their
behavior toward eventual employers, etc. In all things,
the pastor should give to each one whatever is necessary
for the furtherance of his salvation and spiritual life.

In conclusion, we shall make but one additional
comment. That person is the best master of the art of
being a true Seelsorger, a true caretaker of souls, who
learns rightly to distinguish Law and Gospel, and who
learns rightly to apply both to the individual. This is
very often a difficult task, for it is not always pos
sible for us to know the thinking of a person's heart.
Therefore, as we go about our task of caring for the
souls of men, both in public and in private, we ask our



Lord to fill us with His wisdom, so that we may be His
instruments in guiding souls along on that narrow path
which leads to heaven.

A. SdiuZz

THE GREEK ARTICLE

ANV THE VOCTRINE OF CHRIST'S VEITV

(Conclusion)

II. Colwell's Rule and John 1:1

The preceding six articles in this series have dealt
with the Rule of Granville Sharp and its application to
several New Testament passages which involve the doctrine
of the deity of Christ. In this concluding installment
we shall focus our attention particularly upon Colwell's
Rule and the interpretation of John 1:1.

This passage reads as follows in the Greek text:
'Ev dpx^ ?iv 6 XdyoSs xoti 6 Xdyos npos tdv dedv, xau
^eds ?iv 6 Xdyos. Its translation, in the familiar King
James Version, is as follows: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
Many of our readers, however, realize that this transla
tion has been widely challenged by Unitarians of every
age. The Jehovah's Witnesses, for example, translate the
last portion of this verse as follows in their official
version, the New World Translation of the Christian Greek
Scriptures (1950): "... the Word was a god." A four-
page defense of this rendition is found in an appendix
to this version. The Jehovah's Witnesses, of course,
make much of the fact that the noun deds lacks a definite
article 6 (the) in the Greek. Their arguments will be
examined later below.

Colwell and His Rule

It is indeed legitimate to ask why the article is
not used in this passage, if indeed the meaning of the




