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——pSSAYS AND ARTICLES=——

THE GLORY OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY.
(Reflections on II. Cor. 4:1-6)

'""l. We who have this ministry, therefore, just
as we were granted mercy, do not grow
weary;

2. Rather, we renounced for our part the hidden
things of shame, not engaging in opportunism
or falsifying the Word of God, but by open
proclamation of the truth commending our-
selves to every man's conscience before God.

3. But if our Gospel is indeed obscured, it is
so in connection with those who are going
to perdition,

4, Among whom the god of this age made blind
the minds of the unbelievers so that there
should not dawn (upon them) the brightness
of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
God's image.

5. For not ourselves do we preach, but Christ
Jesus as Lord, and us as your slaves for
Jesus' sake,

6. For the God who once said: 'Out of darkness
let light shine, ' shone in the sphere of our
hearts for a luminescence of the knowledge
of God's glory (as it is) in connection with
the countenance of Christ."

What is without question the most extensive, the
most moving and the most brilliant glorification of the
Christian ministry of the Word ever penned is recorded
through the Apostle Paul in Second Corinthians, Yet ex-
perience and observation indicate a relative lack of appre-
ciation of this inspired and inspiring outpouring of faith,



not only generally among the saints in God's House but on
the part of those privileged few to whom the office of the
public ministry is entrusted.. There are several factors
which might be listed to explain why Paul's ode to the Gos-
pel ministry does not more readily make its appeal felt.
For one thing, it is not concentrated in-a single chapter or
portion of the Epistle, as is the Apostle's hymn to love in I
Corinthians 13, or like the Savior's highpriestly prayer in
John 17, but actually forms the substance of the entire let-
ter. And this fact could be overlooked during a cursory
reading of the epistle because of the profound detail of
practical application and exhortation with which Paul en-
riches his basic theme.

Then too, the letter was written in respénse to a
very critical situation and is thus charged with emotion to
which the casual reader does not always respond until he
has surveyed the historical background and gained a sympa-
thetic understanding, Once we know that not only the per-
son of the Apostle Paul, but the very essence of his minis-
try and apostolate were being critically attacked in Corinth,
we begin to appreciate that he is laying bare his heart in an
intimate burst of feeling because he knows that the very life
of the true Gospel ministry is at stake in the large Corin-
thian congregation. But to one lacking that insight, numer-
ous key passages may remain obscure and even a bit dis-
tasteful, such as those which involve Paul's "boasting, " or
his frequent references to local circumstances, his "vi-
sion" in chapter 12, and the like, so that the centrality of
the Ministry in all that he writes is apt to be missed.

The listing of such reflections will help to explain
the nature and purpose of this present treatise. Any at-
tempt at setting forth the Apostle's tribute to the ministry
" of the Word in all its detail would require the writing of a
commentary on the entire epistle; and of such an ambitious
undertaking there is no prospect. Nor would there be any
real need; for there are enough expositions of value on the
market. But in a limited way it may prove helpful to con-
centrate attention upon a select portion of Paul's delinea-
tion of the public ministry and reflect on what he ‘says



therein, with due regard for the context. It is hoped that
this would serve, not only to bring the entire epistle into
focus, but especially to stimulate and edify all those who
have been entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation,
both in its personal, private exercise to which every be-
liever is committed through Baptism and in its public form
to which all pastors and teachers of the Word have been
called. For basically there is only one ministry of the
Truth, in which every believer functions as God has as-
signed a place to him. In its activity and fruits we are all
involved to such an extent that an existence without it here

on earth is unthinkable, would indeed not be viable for any-

one who is a called saint. Surely, then, we all desire to be
fully aware and intensely conscious of its wonderful func-
tion.,

To this end we address ourselves now to the first
six verses of the fourth chapter of Second Corinthians as
they are presented in translation at the head of this essay.
But as we begin, the text itself with its "E touto' reminds
us that we had best lay the foundation which the previous
chapter itself supplies at least in part. It is true that the
""dia touto'' actually appeals to somewhat more than the con-
tent of the third chapter alone; but the paratactic clause
which it introduces leans most heavily upon the foregoing.
So it seems advantageous to supply here also the entire
third chapter in translation and take occasion, at the same
time, to add the brief comment that the translations herein
offered, while done independently and based upon the Greek
text of Nestle, are in no way intended to supplant already
existing correct versions or to give any impetus to yet
another translation of the New Testament! They are re-
produced merely to stimulate the professional student with
a fresh look at the text and to invite reader reaction. Here,
then, is chapter III:

"1, Are we again beginning to speak of ourselves
in a commendatory manner ? Surely we do
not, as some, need letters of recommendation
to you, or from you?



10.

11,

12.

13.

You are our epistle, deeply written as it has
been in our hearts, known and read by all men;
for you are manifest as an epistle of Christ,
one having been ministered by us, written

not in black (ink) but by the Spirit of the living
God, not in stony tablets but in flesh-heart
tablets.

But such confidence do we have toward God,
through Christ.

Not that we are adequate of ourselves to
evaluate anything as having its source in our-
selves; rather, our sufficiency is from God,
Who even made us adequate as ministers of a
new testament, not of letter, but of spirit; for
the letter kills, but the spirit makes alive.
Now if the ministry of death, engraved as it
was in connection with letters in stones, was
brought into being in a context of glory, so
that the children of Israel were not able to
look intently at Moses' face because of the
glory of his countenance, a glory that was
even then fading -

How much more will not the ministry of the
spirit be in a context of glory?

For if the ministry of the condemnation is
glorious, much more does the ministry of the
righteousness overflow with glory!

For in respect to this surpassing glory even
that which was made glorious must be said to
have had no glory at all.

For if what is of transitory nature could pass
through a glory phase, how much more cer-
tainly in a sphere of glory is that which is
permanent.

Having such hope, then, we continue to employ
a full freedom of approach,

And do not (do) as Moses, who kept hanging a
veil over his face so that the children of Israel
should not gaze upon the last of that (glory)



which was being done away with.

14, But their thoughts (minds) became hardened.
For to the present day that same veil remains
unlifted upon the reading of the Old Testament
(lections), since (only) in connection with
Christ is it done away with;

15, but until now, whenever Moses is read, a
veil lies upon their heart;

16. vyet whenever it turns to the Lord, the veil
is fully removed.

17. But the Lord (here meant) is the Spirit; now
where the spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty.

18. So we, all with unveiled face beholding the
glory of the Lord, are being metamorphosed
into the same image because of glory into the
sphere of glory, as by the Lord's Spirit."

R

That, then, is the glory of the spiritual ministry
to which the Apostle points in the words we are especially
considering (4:1, '"ten diakonian tauten'). Its magnitude,
especially when we think of it frorn the viewpoint of the
Apostle and his associates, is best appreciated through
careful consideration of its significance. When our Lord
defined the Call of His Apostles by saying: " .... and ye
shall be witnesses unto me .... unto the uttermost parts of
the earth' (Acts 1:8), He conferred upon them a very parti-
cular and exclusive role in the history of salvation, We re-
call that the letter to the Hebrews compares them with the
angels in the Old Testament as direct transmitters of re-
velation (Heb. 2:2-4); and when the Lord called them His
"witnesses,'' the title had a distinctly forensic quality,

The existence of official eye- and earwitnesses precluded
the prospect that the truths of salvation in their efficacious
purity were to be communicated to sinners and saints by
some haphazard development of a body of hearsay evidence
in the form of a general tradition, preserved and perpetu-







