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STUDY OF JOSHUA

(Part I)

God showed very clearly through Moses what the
life's mission of Joshua was to be. After Moses was no

longer the leader of the children of Israel, Joshua was
to bring them into the Promised Land. He was to lead
them in conquering the land, and then also portion it out
to them.

Joshua died at the age of 110 years (Josh. 24:29).
If Josephus was right (Antiquities V, 1, 29), then Joshua
was leader of Israel for 25 years. Thus he was 85 years
old when Moses died, and was 45 years old at the exodus
from Egypt. Early in the wilderness wanderings, there is
described in Ex. 17:9-13 a victory over the Amalekites at
Rephidim, a victory of the prayer of Moses and the wea
pons of Joshua. He served as Moses' "minister," or at
tendant (Ex. 24:13), while Aaron and Hur stayed behind
with Israel at the foot of Mt. Sinai (Ex. 24:14). He
then accompanied Moses on the mount of the Lord and saw
how Moses broke the first two stone tablets of the Law on

the mountain when he descended near the camp of Israel.
As Moses' right hand, he did not depart from the taber
nacle when it was necessary for Moses to leave it (Ex.
33:11). He revealed mistaken zeal as a young man when he
advised Moses to put to silence two men who prophesied
in the camp (Num. 11). But Moses said to him: "Enviest
thou for my sake? Would God that all the Lord's people
were prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit
upon them!" (v. 29).

Up until this time Joshua, the son of Nun, of the
tribe of Ephraim, was known by the name of Oshea. He is
called this in Num. 13:8, where he together with eleven
others (including Caleb of the tribe of Judah) were sent
to search the land of Canaan. It was on this very occa
sion that Moses changed his name (Num. 13:16). The fact
that he was called Joshua already before this time is
easily explained in this way, that Moses didn't write
until later on when the son of Nun had already become
known among Israel by his official name, while Num. 13:8
very appropriately lists his genealogical name. After
returning from this spying mission, he and Caleb presented
a report that was the direct opposite of the evil report



of the other spies. They urged the people not to rebel
against the Lord nor go back to Egypt. But they were al
most stoned by the people (Num. 14:10). Like Caleb, he
clung to the Lord's promise (Num. 14:24,30). Thus he was
exempt from God's judgment upon the murmuring congrega
tion of Israel, according to which the carcases of all
who were 20 years of age and upward would fall in the
wilderness. Joshua would come into the Promised Land,
and would lead Israel into it. The Lord Himself charac
terized him as being filled with the spirit of wisdom
(Deut. 34:9), "for Moses had laid his hands upon him."
In ceremonial acts before all of Israel (Deut. 31:7,14,
23), he was chosen by God to be Moses' successor and was
entrusted with his work. Moses then ascended Mt. Nebo to
view from there the Promised Land and then to die.

The Book of Joshua can be divided into three sec
tions: I. Preparing to Conquer the Promised Land, Ch.
1-5; II. The Conquest of Canaan, Ch. 6-12; III. The
Distribution of the Land and Joshua's Last Days, Ch. 13-
24. This will be the outline for a proposed series of
three articles. May the Holy Spirit richly bless the
study of this Old Testament book!

I. Preparing to Conquer the Promised Land, Ch. 1-S.

Chapter 1. This chapter shows us Israel still en
camped on the land east of the Jordan. There Reuben, Gad
and half of Manasseh had already taken possession of the
land allotted by Moses. God now commanded Joshua to
cross over the Jordan, and also gave him the promise:
"Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon,
that have I given you. From the wilderness and this
Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates,
all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea
toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast"
(v. 3-4). Only be strong and of a good courage! "Have
not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage"
(v. 9). That was the first instruction Joshua received
from the Lord. He immediately carried it out by spreading
the message throughout the camp: "Prepare you victuals;
for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan!"
(v. 11). Then he commanded Reuben, Gad and the half
tribe of Manasseh to have their mighty men of valour take
part in the conquest of the land west of the Jordan.
From all sides they solemnly promised him willing obedi
ence.



Chapter 2. Even before giving this command, Joshua
showed himself to be a wise general by secretly sending
two spies from Sittim (v. 1) to view the land and es
pecially Jericho. It was absolutely necessary to capture
this city immediately after crossing the Jordan, in order
that Israel might have free access to further advances.
There is no reason to interpret this sending out of spies
as sinful willfulness on Joshua's part, as though he had
no divine command to do this. Joshua was not commanded

to expect all military orders directly from God. He was
not commanded to leave unused the usual rules of warfare

in the conquest of Canaan. Joshua was to judge all things
according to the "Book of the Law." This contained many
statements about carrying on warfare, but there were no
paragraphs against the use of spies.

In Jericho these spies entered into the house of
Rahab, a harlot. (Some old commentators attempt to
change the harlot into a landlady in order to take the
offensiveness out of the situation, but this is not just
ified grammatically.) No doubt their reasoning was that
anyone seeing them enter into this house would suspect
them of this indecency, but not of espionage. Perhaps
also the location of the house on the wall of the city
(v. 15) would assure them of a favorable view of the city
and nearby vicinity. The spies returned after Rahab told
them: "Neither did there remain any more courage in any
man, because of you" (v. 11). After they had hidden in
the mountain for three days (probably the one towards
Jerusalem), they went back across the Jordan and reported
to Joshua: "Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands
all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country
do faint because of us" (v. 24).

Chapter 3. The next important event was Israel's
crossing over the Jordan through a river-bed that had
been dried up in a miraculous manner. There have been
many attempts to explain this crossing in a natural man
ner, without accepting a miracle. It is suggested that
the river probably had a flat shore and was shallow in
depth, and that it might have been quite passable on its
fords. Just suppose that the spies did not swim across
the Jordan, but knew of the ford mentioned in Josh. 2:7
and used it on the way over and back. Even in the driest
time of the year, this would surely have been highly un
satisfactory for a crowd of people numbering over a
million, including many women and children. Such a



crossing-over would have lasted a whole month, not to
mention unavoidable accidents that would happen in spite
of all precautions. Later on there were times when the
Jordan was not swollen, and yet large numbers of Israel's
enemies were drowned in its waters when they retreated
from Jerusalem and were compelled to cross the Jordan,
but did not know its few fords. But right at the time
of Israel's crossing-over, the Jordan "overfloweth all
his banks" (v. 15). To cross the river at this time
would be considered an act of heroism (1 Chron. 12:15).
One commentator reports that in the vicinity of Jericho
the Jordan is 120 feet wide, and so deep that horses
could scarcely wade through it during the month of Febru
ary. But at the time of harvest, in late March and raid
April, the Jordan is always much fuller. And this was
the time of harvest. The river not only filled its banks
completely, but even flooded the Jordan valley, as it
still does to this day in April.

Thus the encamped Israelites stood on the eastern
bank of the Jordan, which was flooding its banks. In
spite of its fords, it was impassable for people on foot
and for animals. On the evening before the crossing,
the officers went through the camp (v. 2) and informed
the people how things were to proceed the next day. The
Ark of the Covenant was to be for them a. sign, and to
some extent a guide. It was to take the place of the
cloud and the pillar of fire, which are no longer men
tioned after the death of Moses. The priests of the Lord
were to take up the Ark of the Covenant and pass before
the people. But there should be a space between them and
the Ark of "about two thousand cubits" (v. 4), or about
3000 feet. That was the way it then happened. When the
priests before all the people came to the Jordan and
their feet touched the water, then "the waters of Jordan
were cut off from the waters that come from above; and
they stood upon an heap" (v. 13). A great wall of water
is not pictured as being immediately above on the north
side of the Ark of the Covenant, but much farther north
from it, "very far" (v. 16), near the city named Adam
(which is not otherwise mentioned in Scripture), "that is
beside Zaretan." But the water which flowed down to the

Dead Sea simply flowed away, so that all of Israel passed
over on dry ground toi>rard Jericho. During this entire
time the priests stood in the middle of the stream (v.
17) with the Ark of the Covenant. They did not leave



the river-bed until all the people had crossed the Jordan.
This could very well have happened in less than 12 hours
because "the people hasted" (4:10) and could go over in a
wide procession, since everything was dry to the south.

This obvious miracle of God's omnipotence had more
than just one purpose, as the text in Josh. 3 shows us.
For one thing, it was to magnify Joshua before all Israel,
so that "they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I
will be with thee" (v. 7). Thereby Israel, in turn,
would know "that the living God is among them" (v. 10),
who will without fail drive out the heathen from the land

of Canaan. This was to strengthen Israel's faith. But
the Canaanites would be terrified before the might of
Jehovah, the God of Israel.

Chapter 4. The children of men forget nothing more
quickly than God's great deeds of kindness. Unfortunate
ly, Israel was no exception to this sad rule, as its con
tinual murmuring against the Lord during the forty years
of wandering in the wilderness shows only too clearly.
Therefore Joshua commanded that a double monument be

erected in commemoration of the miraculous manner in

which the crossing of the Jordan was made possible. One
of these monuments was to be on the west bank of the

Jordan, according to God's command. Joshua erected the
other one in the river itself. "Joshua set up twelve
stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the
feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant
stood: and they are there unto this day" (v. 9). Con
cerning the other monument, we are told that twelve men,
one from each tribe, were chosen. Each was to take up a
stone from the middle of the Jordan, carry it over to the
other side where they would lodge the first night, and
lay it down until Joshua "did pitch them in Gilgal" (v.
20). He then said to Israel: "When your children shall
ask their fathers in time to come, saying. What mean
these stones? Then ye shall let your children know,
saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land. For
the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan from
before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord your
God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up from before us,
until we were gone over: That all the people of the
earth might know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty:
that ye might fear the Lord your God for ever" (v. 21-24).

The question has been asked: IVhat would be the sig
nificance of twelve stones, even when laid on top of each _



other, as "a memorial for ever"? (v. 7) And of what use
would they be in the water, where people would not see
them? -- It is quite possible that the top stones were
visible when the water level was low. And even when the

water was high, the place could be marked by the whirl
pool caused by the water swirling around the rocks.
Surely, when our Lord God directs that a stone be erected,
then all those people who never "know the hand of the
Lord, that it is mighty" (v. 24), will take offence and
be angered also "unto this day."

Chapter 5. Israel had crossed the Jordan. All the
kings of the Amorites, who lived on that side of the
Jordan toward the west, and all the kings of the Canaan-
ites on the Sea heard about it. They heard, and the in
habitants of the cities located near the place of the
crossing-over also saw, that a miracle had there taken
place. The people to the north saw that "the waters
stood upon an heap," while the people to the south all
the way to the Dead Sea saw the bed of the Jordan become-
ever more empty and then remain dry for hours. And now
Israel stood and camped on the west bank of the river.
They had crossed unhindered. The Jordan miracle lasted
just as long as it took them to cross over. Now the
stream again "flowed over all his banks, as it did be
fore." Israel's God, Jehovah, must have done this, for
Israel's sake. The Canaanites could come to no other

conclusion. For that reason, "their heart melted, neither
was there spirit in them anymore, because of the children
of Israel" (v. 1).

This fact is noted for good reason. Rahab already
had spoken to the spies concerning the fearfulness and
terror that had overtaken "all the inhabitants of the

land" because the waters of the Red Sea had dried up
before Israel (Ch. 2:10-11). The impression caused by
the new miracle that had just taken place must have para
lyzed completely the" energy of the Canaanites. They
quickly forgot any thoughts of going on the offensive,
and decided to wait and see what would happen to them
behind strong, high walls.

God sent this fear upon Canaan, in order that Israel
could more quietly and easily carry out His command of
circumcision. This made the large majority of its men
incapable of carrying on war for a few days and, humanly
speaking, would have held promise of great success to any
powerful surprise attack by the Canaanites upon the Is-



raelite camp. In Gen. 32 we read of how Jacob's sons,
Simeon and Levi, made good use of the pain brought about
through circumcision and with cold calculation treacher
ously made a murderous raid upon the children of Hamor,
and slew all the men in the city. What if the Canaanites
had learned of the mass circumcising taking place in the
camp of Israel and had attacked the camp at that time
when the majority were unable to take up weapons? There
fore the paralyzing fear which weighed upon Canaan pro
vided rest for Israel. This give also us in the New
Testament Church the comforting assurance that God can
provide it with rest from its adversaries in times of
danger. Although God crippled the arm of Israel through
His command to circumcise. He also crippled the courage
of Canaan, so that it did not venture to raise its arm.

So "at that time," when Canaan was despondent, "the
Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and cir
cumcise again the children of Israel the second time" (v.
2). We now hear how this command was carried out. At
first glance, we can hardly imagine a more unsuitable
time for circumcising the Israelites in large numbers
than this particular time. Right now the Israelites were
no doubt inspired and uplifted by a great miracle of God,
and opposed to them were the otherwise strong, but now
despondent, Canaanite people. What would seem more
natural than an immediate devastating attack by Israel on
Jericho, before the fears of its inhabitants would dimin
ish and it would resist more energetically? Surely
Joshua would have ordered such an attack, if the command
of the Lord had not occurred to prevent it. But Joshua
promptly obeyed this command without listening to the
objections which his military instincts might have urged
upon him. E.g. it is only half the work when you can
fight as a courageous people against a discouraged
people. If there had been no hurry about circumcising
for so many years, then why would it make any difference
if it was postponed for another 6 months? Keep moving
ahead courageously and use to good advantage the present
favorable circumstances. There might not be an oppor
tunity like this again. — Not so Joshua! He obeyed
the Lord in simplicity of heart, just as he had obeyed
at the crossing of the Jordan, where too all the instruc
tions given him must have seemed very strange, unreason
able and impractical. "And Joshua made him sharp knives,
and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the



foreskins" (v. 3), that is, on the hill which afterwards
received the name of Araloth ("hill of the foreskins"),
obviously because it was there that the severed foreskins
were buried.

Before entering into a study of w. 4-9, we might
be inclined to express our surprise that such a mass cir
cumcision could have become necessary. This ceremony --
yes, this sacrament -- had been strictly commanded in
Israel, not only from the days of Abraham, but also from
the mouth of Moses, the servant of God. All male chil
dren were supposed to be exterminated from among God's
people if they were not circumcised on the eighth day
(Gen. 17:14). Moses must personally have suffered enough
for failing to circumcise his son (Ex. 4:24-26). Should
not Moses have insisted with an iron hand that circum

cision must be carried out, even when he would otherwise
need to permit many things because of the hard-heartedness
of the constantly complaining people? Must we not con
sider Moses to be an unfaithful servant, since he had not
insisted that circumcision be carried out? — We see

that it is necessary for Holy Scripture to come to our
assistance with an explanation as to why circumcision on
such a large scale had become necessary. This explana
tion is in vv. 4-7.

Some have wrongly concluded that the command to cir
cumcise (and we might add, the Passover command) did not
apply and was not meant for the time of wandering in the
wilderness, but only for the time when Israel would dwell
in the land of Canaan. Then the omission of circumcision

and of the Passover during those forty years was nothing
wrong in itself. The thinking here is that the Passover
was not observed simply because there were insufficient
paschal lambs at their disposal in the wilderness, and
circumcision was not observed because the health of a

tender child would have been endangered by circumcision
while the people were constantly wandering about. But it
would be wrong to think of the forty years of wandering
in the wilderness as a daily march of so and so many
miles, with daily changes in their quarters. Holy Scrip
ture directs us rather to think of it as occasional

marches and longer permanent quarters. Moreover, the
circumcision of a newborn infant involves only a little
loss of blood and carries with it little danger. No,
neither the Passover nor circumcision belong to the per
manent part of the Mosaic ceremonial Law, which would be



in force only after entrance into Canaan. Since they
were of a sacramental character, they belonged to the
chief laws of Israel. So, better reasons than these will
have to be offered to explain the omission of such im
portant acts during those decades.

All males that came out of Egypt were circumcised.
But only those came into the land that flowed with milk
and honey who were not yet twenty years old when Israel
fell. We are not to think of the fall of Israel as being
the time they prayed to the golden calf (Ex. 32), but
rather the occasion recorded in Num. 14. Over 38 years
had passed since that occasion, when the spies returned
from Canaan and told of the strong people who lived in
the land. They reported: "We are not able to go up
against the people; for they are stronger than we" (Num.
13:31). Then the whole congregation lifted up their
voice and cried, and the people wept that whole night and
wanted to make a captain and return to Egypt. They
cried: "Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt!
or would God we had died in this wilderness!" (Num. 14:
2). Attempts to calm them down were of no avail. When
Joshua and Caleb tried to do so, the people wanted to
stone them. It was then that the glory of the Lord ap
peared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all
the children of Israel, and the Lord said: "How long
will this people provoke me, and how long will it be ere
they believe me?" (Num. 14:11) He wanted to smite Israel
with pestilence and make Moses into a mighty nation. He
had sworn to Israel in His wrath that they would not
enter into His rest and into the good land. Then Moses,
as on so many previous occasions, fervently prayed that
the Lord would forgive the people. "If Thou shalt kill
all this people, then the Egyptians shall hear it. Then
they will say: The Lord was not able to bring the people
into the land, therefore He hath slain them in the wil
derness. Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this
people." And the Lord said: "I have pardoned according
to thy word. But as truly as I live, as ye have spoken
in my ears, so will I do to you. Your carcasses shall
fall in this wilderness. And all that were numbered of
you from twenty years old and upward, which have mur
mured against me, shall not come into the land, except
Caleb and Joshua. Your little ones, which ye said should
be a prey, them will I bring in. And your children shall
wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your
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whoredoms, until your carcasses be wasted in the wilder
ness, that you may know what it is like when I alter my
purpose."

Here lies the key to understanding just what hap
pened in the great circumcision at Gilgal. The reason is
not to be found in any wilful neglect or disobedience of
Moses, nor in the impossibility or inadvisability of cir
cumcising in the wilderness. It was a judgment of God
upon Israel, who by its unbelief and murmuring had put
His patience to a severe test and almost exhausted it.
It was a judgment of God's wrath that henceforth in the
wilderness no more circumcision would take place, which
until then had taken place in the wilderness as well as
in Egypt. -- The Lord could surely say; "I have par
doned," and He did what He said. But Israel must leam
what it is like when He withdraws His hand. Therefore

God took, the covenant-sign, circumcision, away from the
covenant people from that time on, for a long time. He
allowed His Word to remain, and allowed it to be con
firmed through Moses and Aaron and after that through
signs and wonders. He gave visible assurance of His
presence in Israel in the pillar of cloud and of fire.
But He took the Sacrament of Circumcision away from the
people for a while, until He Himself would again order it
to be restored. So from that time on, those who were
born in the wilderness remained uncircumcised. All who

had been circumcised at the time of this murmuring and
were twenty years of age and beyond (except for Joshua
and Caleb) must die in the wilderness. They were not
condemned to eternal damnation, for the Lord said: "I
have pardoned." But they were unfit to enter the land
that had been sworn to their fathers and which was

originally intended also for them. What a fearful
punishment it is when God takes away only one Sacrament,
even though He allows His Word to remain! And of course,
those who were uncircumcised could not celebrate the

Passover either.

But now the people had crossed the Jordan, and the
time of this wrath and visitation was past. The Lord
showed that by leading the children of Israel through the
Jordan in just as miraculous a manner as He had once led
their fathers through the Red Sea. Now He permitted the
old sign of the covenant of grace to be restored again
through Joshua, and said to the people through Joshua:
"This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
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off you" (v. 9). He referred to that reproach, that
Egypt had been able to point their finger at Israel for
forty years now, and could mock them saying: See, see,
they are still in the wilderness. "The Lord was not able
to bring this people into the land which He swafe unto
them" (Num. 14:16). For wherever Israel was during
those forty years, the Egyptians knew their location, as
did also the people in Canaan. A nation numbering over
a million people does not disappear very easily. After
the drowning of the Egyptians in the Red Sea and the
rescue of Israel, sorrow took hold of the Philistines,
the dukes of Edom were amazed, the mighty men of Moab
trembled, and cowardice came upon all the inhabitants of
Canaan (Ex. 15:14-15), these last awaiting with terror
the advance of Israel. IVhat else could they think but
that the same thing would happen to them? Their trading
caravans would now and then have a glimpse of the camp of
the Israelites during those forty years in the wilder
ness , and they would bring the report: They have not yet
come into the land which their God promised to give
them. -- But now they were in that land. This disgrace
and reproach no longer lay upon the children of Israel,
for they had crossed the Jordan. In order to roll this
reproach off them, this place was now called Gilgal
("rolling").

So it was at Gilgal that God allowed the bright sun
light of His grace to shine over Israel again. We are
told that Joshua circumcised the children of Israel, i.e.
he gave the command that this be done. There was no lack
of people who were able to carry out this command.
Surely there were many circiimcised men in Israel who
were over 40 years of age. They could easily carry out
this sacramental act in just one day upon all males who
were not circumcised. Joshua was to carry this out with
stone knives. According to v. 4, all the men of war had
died in the wilderness. Nevertheless, Joshua did not
hesitate for a moment to carry out the Lord's command.
"IVhen they had finished circumcising all the people, they
abode in their places in the camp, till they were whole"
(v. 8). No enemy touched them.

Many archeologists now regard it as almost certain
fact that the stone knives of Joshua have been found.
Back in 1863 a Frenchman named Victor Guerin was con

vinced that he had found the grave of Joshua, and he
describes it in detail, thinking it to be the same as
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described in Josh. 24:30. In 1870 a certain Abbe Richard

visited this grave and also found many stone knives, just
as he had also found a number of them at Gilgal. They
were looking for these knives because of some words that
are inserted in the Septuagint text after Josh. 24:30,
these words not being recorded in the King James Version,
which read as follows: "There they put with him into the
tomb in which they buried him, the knives of stone with
which he circumcised the children of Israel in Galgala
.... and there they are to this day." Perhaps some of
our CLC travellers to the Holy Land in recent years could
provide us with more up-to-date information on this de
tail of Old Testament history. For now, we shall let the
matter rest. We might only mention the fact that the
Septuagint has a very similar interpolation right after
Josh. 21:40.

In direct connection with the circumcision, Israel
now celebrated also the Passover in Gilgal. According
to V. 10, the time prescribed by the Law of Moses had
come. Only those who were circumcised were permitted to
take part in it. But since all males had now been cir
cumcised, all Israel could participate in this joyous

festival. "On the morrow after the passover" (v. 11)
they could still eat unleavened bread and parched corn
from the supply which they had provided for themselves
according to Josh. 1:11. Then, in accordance with the
command in Lev. 23:11, sheaves of the new grain were
presented to the Lord. From the very next day they ate
of the fruit of the land of Canaan (v. 12), and the
manna ceased.

While Israel was still camped at Gilgal near Jericho,
a man appeared to Joshua "with his sword drawn in his
hand," thus having a warlike appearance. In answer to
Joshua's question: "Art thou for us, or for our adver
saries?" the answer was given that "a captain of the host
of the Lord" stood before him. Joshua fell on his face

before Him and said to Him: "What saith my Lord unto His
servant?" The entire answer we hear is the command:

"Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon
thou standest is holy." (Josh. 5:13-15.)

One might think that this captain over the host of
the Lord was a created angel. But this angel, unlike the
angel in Rev. 19:10, accepted the honor of being addressed
in prayer. Therefore this must have been the uncreated
Son of God, who had led and guided Israel from Egypt.
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Now Joshua knew that an invisible host of angels was
accompanying the visible host of Israel. Jehovah "had
now come," not belonging to Israel's enemies, but to
Israel. Holy is the place where Joshua shared in this
revelation. And to Jehovah, holy is the land which He
Himself helped His people topossess. Therefore Joshua
obediently took off his shoe, as was the custom when
one would give up a right (Ruth 4:6-8). As was the case
with Moses (Ex. 3:5-6), so Joshua now received instruc
tions from the Lord as to what he should do. Just as in

Ex. 3:10 the general command to lead Israel out of Egypt
was later on broken down into a great number of separate
commands, so Joshua would receive directions from time to
time from the invisible captain over the host of the
Lord, as he carried out his general assignment (1:3-5).
Right now it gave him courage and joy to know who was
fighting for Israel.

Gilgal -- surely a place for remembering great
miracles! Here feet passed through the dried up Jordan
and men erected twelve stones. Here the circumcision of

the uncircumcised took place. Here the first Passover
festival in the land of promise was celebrated. Here the
heavenly captain over the Lord's host appeared. How holy
was this place! Later on under Samuel the tabernacle was
located here (1 Sam. 10:8; 11:14; 15:21,33). Here Samuel
would judge each year (1 Sam. 7:16). — But in spite of
all the blessed events connected with Gilgal, the pro
phets later on tell of the idolatry and wickedness and
spiritual adultery that occurred at this very same place
(Hos. 4:15; 9:15; 12:11; Amos 4:4). Now, at Joshua's
time, Israel maintained in Gilgal a fortified camp, from
which it would carry out its military operations (Josh.
4:19; 9:6; 10:6). God willing, these operations will be
discussed in the second article of this series.

A. Schulz
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THE GREEK ARTICLE

AND THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST'S DEITY

(Part II)

It has been said that each generation of Christians
ought to rewrite its creeds. The intention surely is not
that we ought literally to throw out those confessions
which our believing fathers have formulated from Holy
Scripture, and which have demonstrated their worth in
instructing Christians in sound doctrine and in refuting
those who oppose it. But we must "rewrite" our creeds in
this sense, that we in our generation become convinced
directly from the Bible that what we confess is in fact
the pure truth of God's Word. Only when our faith rests
solidly upon Scripture itself will it be safe from the
temptations of Satan, who never ceases to tempt mankind
with his subtle "Yea, hath God said?" (Gen. 3:1)

The doctrine of Christ's deity has been a special
target of Satan throughout the generations. In the
ancient period of church history we find the Monarchians
and the Arians, who sought to reduce the mystery of the
Trinity to the level of human reason by "confounding the
Persons" of the Trinity on the one hand, or by "dividing
the Substance" of these Persons on the other. (Athana-
sian Creed) In the modern period, we find sects such as
the Jehovah's Witnesses, and a goodly number of rational
ists in various Christian denominations as well, who con
tinue to deceive many with their reintroductions of the
ancient heresies.

And we have so much to lose if our confidence in the

person of Jesus Christ as "true God, begotten of the
Father from eternity" is shaken. Our sin is so deep and
deadly a thing, that redemption could not be obtained by
one who was merely human. "No man can by any means
redeem his brother. Or give to God a ransom for him --
For the redemption of his soul is costly." (Ps. 49:7f.,
NASB) But now Scripture assures us that our Redeemer was
equal to the task of delivering us frqm the death-verdict
of the Law, for the blood of His own sacrifice which He
brought into the holy of holies of heaven was the precious
and availing blood of One who is in truth "the great and
mighty God." (Tit. 2:13; Is. 9:6)
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