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Key:
Unexcused part-time;

CONVENTION DELEGATES

P = Present; X = Excused; XP = Excused part-time; U = Unexcused; UP =

* = Affiliated Congregation;

** = Congregation

accepted into voting membership at this convention; *** = Preaching Station.
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1a.
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12.

13.

14.
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I. Congregations:
ALASKA, Ketchikan - Holy Truth . . . . . Delegates P :

ARIZONA, Phoenix - Holy Cross. . . .

CALIFORNIA, Hayward - St. Stephen. .

Mountain View - St.Stephen .

COLORADO, Lamar o Mt- Ollve. s 8 8 @
Loveland, Prince of Peace.
FLORIDA, Live Oak - Grace **. ., . .

Winter Haven - Immanuel . .

IDAHO, Orofino - Peace « « « + « « &
ILLINOIS, Addison - Immanuel . . . .

MICHIGAN, Coloma - Faith. « « « « &« &

Detroit - Mt- ZlOn. 3 ] L]
Marquette - Calvary . . .

Saginaw - Gethsemane. . .

Sister Lake - Redeemer .
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XP
Teacher P

Marvin Jansen

Paul Larsen
Merrill Wuerch
Peter de Leon
Douglas Libby

Jerome Barthels
Donald Drews
J.Messerschmidt
Rollin Reim

David Reim
Larry Dassow
Aaron Diede
Paul F. Nolting
R. Davidson

Michael Roehl
Richard Kuehne
Edgar Hahn
Theodore Quade
Terrel Kesterson

Paul Schaller
Sterling Johnson

Theodore Barthels
Victor Grahn, Sr.
Walter Reinhardt
Alvin Sieg

James Sandeen
Matt Fobear

Paul Tiefel
Maurice Libby
William Dorrow
David Sweet
Karl Brandle
Junior Miller
Ross Roehl

PastorXP :Mark Bernthal

Delegates _ﬁr
X

Don Romeo
John Mellinger



Pastor P : Paul Tiefel
16. Stambaugh - St. Peter's . . . Delegates _P : Martin Heisel
Pastor P : Arthur Schulz
17. MINNESOTA, Austin - St. Paul's . . . . . Delegates P : Harold Holst
_P : Norman Schwartz
Pastor P : John Pfeiffer
18. Detroit Lakes - Mt. Olive . . Delegates P : John R. King
_P : Howard Sperling
Pastor P : David Naumann
195 Eagle Lake - Salem. . . . . . Delegates P : Al Ganske
_P : Lyle Larson
Pastor P : Rick Grams
20. Fridley - Grace . . . . . . . Delegates P : James Lau
_P : Frank Radichel
Teacher P : James Lau
Pastor P : Daniel Fleischer
21. Inver Grove Heights - Berea . Delegates P : Rich Gamble
_P : Doug Bester
Teacher P : David Bernthal
Pastor P : D. Schierenbeck
225 Mankato - Immanuel. . . . . . Delegates P : Gayle Stelter
_P : Dwain Fraze
Teachers P : Kevin Hulke
_P : Leif Olmanson
XP : Gene Schreyer
_P :Q. Sprengeler
Pastor P : Dale Redlin
23, Morris - Bethel . . . . . . . Delegates X : Robert De Gier
:P:: Greg De Gier-adv.
Pastor P : Elton Hallauer
24, New Ulm - Faith . . . . . . . Delegates XP : Vernon Mack
P : Gordon Schmidt
Pastor P : Keith Olmanson
25 Nicollet - Faith. . . . . . . Delegates X : Edwin Hasse
P _: Howard Strege
Pastor P : Keith Olmanson
26. Okabena- St. John's . . . . . Delegates P : Wilburt Soleta
_P : L. Eigenberg
Pastor P ; George Barthels
27, Parker's Prairie- Peace***, . Delegates P : John Meyer
¢ (advisory)
Pastor P : Elton Hallauer
28. Ponsford - St. Paul's . . . . Delegates P : George Tretbar
Pastor P : David Naumann
29. Red Wing - Our Redeemer . . . Delegates XP : Elmer Fitschen
_P : Arthur Stellick
Pastor P : Norman Greve
30. Sleepy Eye - Grace. . . . . . Delegates P : Walter Romberg
_P : Lester Maas
Pastor P : Robert List
31. Missouri, Ballwin (St.Louis) - Faith . . Delegates P : Jonathan Harms
_P : David Menton
Pastor P : Vance Fossum



32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

Nebraska, Valentine - Grace. . . . . . . Delegates

New Mexico, Albuquerque - Holy Spirit. . Delegates

North Carolina, Hendersonville - Living Delegates

Word.

North Dakota, Jamestown - Our Savior's
South Carolina, West Columbia - Holy
Trinity .

South Dakota, Bowdle - Redeemer. . . .

Estelline - Zion . . . .

Faulkton - First Lutheran.

Hecla - Prince of Peace.

Ipswich - Zion + « « « .

Lemmon - St. Luke's. . .

Mission - Peace. . . . .

Pierre - Trinity . . . .

Rapid City - Good Shepherd Delegates

Sioux Falls - Berea. . .

Watertown - Trinity. . . . Delegates

White River - St. Paul's . Delegates

Winner - St. Paul's. . . . Delegates

5

P : Jack Mayhew
" P : B. Nieuwenhuis
Teacher P : Mark Kranz
Pastor P : Wayne Mielke
_P : Robin Vogsland
Pastor P : Norbert Reim
X

Pastor P_R. Mackensen

Delegates X :
Pastor P : Peter Reim
Delegates P : Larry Porter
:}{:: Glenn Oster
Pastor P : J. Schierenbeck
Delegates P : Arnold Kiesz
P : Ray Rieger
Pastor P : Thomas Schuetze
Delegates P : Vernon Greve
Pastor P : Paul Gurgel
Delegates X :

Pastor P _D. Fuerstenau

|

. Delegates X : Allen Hansen
_P : Martin Hansen
Pastor P : John Klatt
. Delegates X :
Pastor I: D. Fuerstenau
. Delegates P : Kurt Storm
_X : James Fuerst
Pastor P : Walter Schaller
. Delegates X :
Pastor P : Paul Naumann
. Delegates X :
Pastor _P : John Klatt
_P : Bob Kesteroson
_P : Floyd Preszler
Pastor P : James Albrecht
.Delegates P : Larry Hammond
_P : Donald Claeys
Pastor P : Roland Gurgel
_P : George Dummann
_P : V. Fuerstenau
Pastor P : Paul Gurgel
—%-3
Pastor P : Paul Naumann
P 3
Pastor _P_: Wayne Mielke
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5. Texas, Austin - Reformation. . . . . . .

Bl

52.

53-

54.
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56.

B

58.

59.

6d.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

Richardson (Dallas)-St. Matthew's

Spring (Houston) - Bethel . . . .

WASHINGTON, Alderwood Manor - Redemption

Clarkston - St. John's . . .

Opportunity - Gethsemane . .

Spokane - Trinity. . . . . .

WASHINGTON D.C. - Fairfax - Gift of

God*** - - -

WISCONSIN, Cambridge T Falth " & s s = =

Eau Claire - Messiah. . . . .

Fond du Lac - Luther Memorial

Hales Corner - Messiah. . . .

Markesan - Faith. . « « ¢ « »

Middleton (Madison) - Peace
Thru Christ .
Millston — Trinity. « « « « .

Onalaska - St. Mark's . . . .

Stoddard -- St. Luke's. . . .
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Pat Rogers

Arvid Gullerud
James Abbott
Harold Gutzman
Arvid Gullerud
John Fox

David Neumann
Michael Thom
Fritz Peterson

Bertram Naumann
Howard Ceske
Gary McGlothen
Paul Schaller
Joe Libby
Bruce Vorwerk
Karl Olmanson
Paul Fleischer
Dennis Lux

M. J. Witt
Kurt Luebkeman

Michael Wilke

John Ude
Stephen Lentz
Carl Thurow
LeRoy Hulke
David Lau
Gordon Jenkin

: David Mueller

G. Mueller

: John Johannes

Joel Gerbitz
Bryan Nelson
W. Bernthal

Lee Krueger

Daniel Barthels
Michael Sydow
B. Templeton

John Ude

Mark Gullerud
Milton Meyer
Glenn Myers
Egbert Albrecht
Paul Albrecht
Carl Stellner
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Pastor P : Egbert Albrecht

67. WYOMING, Cheyenne - Redeemer . . . . . . Delegates P : LeRoy Greening
Pastor P _: M. Eichstadt

II. Clergy - Without Congregations

1. P Buck, Michael 6. P Lau, John 11. P Reim, John

2. XP_ Carstensen, Dean 7. P_Nolting, Paul D. 12. P Roehl, Ronald
3. _P_ Koch, Paul R. 8. P Pelzl, James 135 :}r-Schierenbeck,
4. P Koenig, David 9. P Radtke, Gordon T B

5. P Kuehne, Clifford 19. P Rehm, Robert 14. P schmutzler,
: Carl Heinrich A.
15. P Sprengeler, M.

IIT1. Clergy - Emeriti and Pastors without call--present:

1. Callies, Harvey 4. Gullerud, C.M. 7. Sippert, Albert
2. Grams, Leland 5. Gurgel, Roland A. 8. Thurow, Carl
3. Greve, Vernon 6. Reim, Robert 9. Witt, M. J.

CONVENTION FLOOR COMMITTEES

Committee #1: Doctrine Committee #2: President's Message and

Pastor Walter Schaller, Chairman Report, Publications,

Teacher Gerhardt Mueller, Secretary CLC Book House

Pastor George Barthels Pastor Paul Tiefel, Chairman

Pastor Norman Greve Pastor Jerome Barthels, Secretary

Pastor Elton Hallauer Pastor David Fuerstenau

Pastor Bertram Naumann Pastor Paul Gurgel

Pastor Thomas Schuetze Pastor David Lau

Prof. John Lau Pastor David Naumann

Teacher Mark G. Kranz Prof. Gordon Radtke

Mr. Aaron Diede - Prince of Peace, Teacher LeRoy Hulke
Loveland, CO Mr. James Abbott - St. Matthews,

Mr. Leonard Eigenberg - St. John's, Richardson, TX
Okabena, MN Mr. Greg DeGier - Bethel - Morris, MN

Mr. Edgar D. Hahm - Immanuel, Winter Mr. Victor Grahn, Sr. - Faith, Coloma,
Haven, FL MI

Mr. Marvin P. Jansen - Holy Truth, Mr. Larry Hammond - Berea, Sioux Falls,
Ketchikan, AK SD

Mr. Robert Kesterson - Good Shepherd, Mr. Lester Maas - Grace, Sleepy Eye, MN
Rapid City, SD Mr. Junior Miller - Gethsemane, Saginaw,

Mr. Maurice Libby - Calvary, Mar- MI
quette, MI Mr. Fritz Peterson - Redemption, Lynn-
Mr. Milton A. Meyer - St. Mark's, wood, WA

Onalaska, WI
Mr. Bryon J. Nelson - Messiah, Hales

Corner, WI Committee #3: Regents
Mr. David Neumann - Bethel, Spring, Pastor Mark Gullerud, Chairman
X Mr. David Menton, Secretary - Faith,
Mr. Art Stellick - Our Redeamer's, Ballwin, MO
Red Wing, MN Pastor John Schierenbeck, Reporter

Pastor Theodore Barthels



%astor Roland Gurgel

Pastor David Reim

Prof. Gene Schreyer

Teacher Jim Lau

Teacher Theodore Quade

Mr. Paul Albrecht - St. Luke's.
Stoddard, WI

Mr. Donald Claeys - Berea, Sioux
Falls, SD
Mr. Larry Dassow - Prince of Peace,
Loveland, CO
Mr. Harold Gutzman - St.Matthews,
Richardson, TX
Mr. Arnold Kiest - Redeemer, Bowdle,
SD
Mr. John King - Mt. Olive, Detroit
Lakes, MN
Mr. Joe Libby - Gethsemane, Spokane,
WA
Mr. Larry Porter - Holy Trinity,
West Columbia, SC
Mr. David Mueller - Luther Memorial,
Fond du Lac, WI
Mr. Merrill Wuerch - Holy Cross,

Phoenix, AZ

Committee #4: Missions

Prof. Paul D. Nolting, Chairman

Pastor Rick Grams, Secretary

Pastor Egbert Albrecht

Pastor Michael Eichstadt

Pastor Vance Fossum

Pastor Robert List

Pastor Kurt Luebkeman

Pastor Robert Mackensen

Pastor David Sweet

Prof. Paul Koch

Prof. Michael Sprengeler

Teacher Quinn Sprengeler

Mr. Robert C. Davidson - Grace, Live

Oak, FL

Drews - St. Stephen,

Mountain View, CA

Mr. Donald W.

Mr. Vernon Fuerstenau - Trinity,
Watertown, SD

Mr. Al Ganske - Salem, Eagle Lake, MN

Mr. LeRoy Greening - Redeemer,
Cheyenne, WY

Mr. Stephen Lentz - Messiah, Eau
Claire, WI

Mr. Glenn Myers - St. Mark's,

Onalaska, WI
Mr. Burnell Nieuwenhuis - Grace,

Valentine, NE

Mr. Floyd Preszler - Good Shepherd,
Rapid City, SD
Mr. Frank Radichel - Grace, Fridley, MN
Mr. Rayfield Rieger - Redeemer, Bowdle,
SD
Mr. M. J. Witt - Trinity, Spokane, WA

Comittee #5: Elections

Pastor John Pfeiffer, Chairman

Teacher David Bernthal, Secretary

Pastor Kieth Olmanson

Pastor Michael Wilke

Mr. Don Romeo - Redeemer, Sister Lakes,
MI

Committee #6: Membership

Pastor Terrel Kesterson, Chairman
Pastor John Johannes, Secretary
Pastor Paul Fleischer

Pastor Leland Grams

Pastor Wayne Mielke

Pastor Rollin Reim

Prof. Robert Rehm

Teacher Alvin Sieg

Mr. George Dummann - Trinity, Water-

town, SD

Mr. Martin Heisel - St. Peter's,
Stambaugh, MI

Mr. Wilburt Soleta - St. John's,
Okabena, MN

Mr. Howard Strege - Faith, Nicollet, MN

Committee #7: Nominations
Conference of Visitors

Committee #8: Finance I
Pastor L. Dale Redlin, Chairman
Mr. Gayle Stelter, Secretary - Immanuel,
Mankato, MN
James Albrecht
David Koenig
Paul Larsen
Pastor Peter Reim
Pastor Carl Heinrich A. Schmutzler (adv)
Prof. Dean Carstensen
Prof. Clifford Kuehne
Prof. James Pelzl
Teacher Kevin Hulke
Mr. William Dorrow - Calvary, Marquette,
MI
Mr. Harold Holst - St. Paul's, Austin,MN
Mr. Gordon Jenkins - Luther Memorial,
Fond du Lac, WI
Mr. Richard Kuehne - Immanuel, Winter
Haven, FL

Pastor
Pastor
Pastor



Mr. Peter de Leon - Holy Cross,
Phoenix, AZ
Jack Mayhew - Grace, Valentine,

NE

Mr.

Mr. Carl Stellner - St. Luke's,
Stoddard, WI
Mr. George Tretbar - St. Paul's,
Ponsford, MN
Mr. Bruce Vorwerk - Gethsemane,

Spokane, WA

Committee #9: Finance II

Pastor John Ude, Chairman
Teacher Leif Olmanson, Secretary
Pastor Mark Bernthal

Pastor Arvid Gullerud

Pastor John Klatt

Pastor Michael Roehl

Pastor Michael Thom

Prof. Michael Buck

Prof. L. W. Schierenbeck

Mr. Dennis Lux - Trinity, Spokane, WA
Mr. Jan Messerschmidt - St. Stephen,
Mountain View, CA
Mr. Walter Reinhardt - Faith, Coloma, MI
Mr. Bruce Templeton - Peace Thru Christ,
Middleton, WI

Committee #1@: Education

Pastor Doug Libby, Chairman

Teacher Ross Roehl, Secretary

Pastor Paul Naumann

Pastor James Sandeen

Pastor Paul Schaller

Pastor Arthur Schulz

Teacher Karl Olmanson

Mr.Rich Gamble - Berea, Inver Grove
Heights, MN

Mr. Joel Gerbitz - Messiah, Hales
Corners, WI
Mr. Martin Hansen - Prince of Peace,
Hecla, SD
Mr. Lyle Larson - Salem, Eagle Lake, MN
Mr. John Meyer - Peace, Parkers Prairie,
MN
Mr. Glenn Oster - Holy Trinity,
West Columbia, SC
Mr. Walter Romberg - Grace, Sleepy Eye,
MN
Mr. Norman Schwartz - St. Paul's,
Austin, MN
Mr. Carl Thurow - Messiah, Eau Claire,
WI
Mr. Robin Vogsland - Holy Spirit,

Albuguerque, NM

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF THE CONVENTION

Mr. Doug Bester - Berea, Inver Grove
Heights, MN
Mr. John Fox - Bethel, Spring, TX
Mr. Dwain Fraze - Immanuel, Mankato,
MN
Mr. Vernon Greve - Zion, Estelline,
SD
Mr. Jonathan Harms - Faith, Ballwin,
MO
Mr. Sterling Johnson - Immanuel,
Addison, IL
Mr. Lee Krueger - Faith, Marksean,
WI
CONSULTANTS: Pres. Daniel Fleischer - General

Pastor Michael Sydow - Immanuel Lutheran College
Pastor David Schierenbeck - Missions

Mr. Philip Radichel - Board of Trustees

Pastor Paul F. Nolting - Secretary

Prof. Ronald Roehl - Moderator

EDITOR OF THE "THE CONVENTION DAILY LOG":

CONVENTION CHAPLAIN:

CONVENTION ORGANIST:

CONVENTION MEMORIAL SERVICE:

Prof. John C. Reim

Pastor Arvid Gullerud
Prof. John C. Reim

Preacher - Pastor George Barthels

Organist - Pastor John Klatt

CONVENTION COMMUNION SERVICE: Preacher - Pastor Paul Tiefel
Liturgist - Pastor Mark Gullerud
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Organist - Prof. John C.Reim

Communion Ministers - Pastor Theodore Barthels
Pastor Norman Greve
Pastor Mark Gullerud
Pastor Paul Tiefel

Offering - $1747.34 for the Mission
Development Fund

CONVENTION ESSAYISTS: General Theme: STEWARDS OF HIS GRACE - I Peter 4:10
Pastor David Sweet - QUR PARTICULAR GRACE:
GOD'S GRACE FOR SINNERS
Pastor Robert Reim -- STEWARDS OF QOUR RESOURCES
Teacher Ross Roehl - OUR PARTICULAR OPPORTUNITIES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE #6: MEMBERSHIP

I. Application for Membership: The following are recommended for membership:
Pastors: Jerome Barthels David Sweet
David Naumann Michael Wilke
Michael Sprengeler

II. Congregations: On the basis of the recommendation of the Standing Con-
stitution Committee, the floor committee on membership
recommends that the following congregation be accepted
into membership in the Church of the Lutheran Confes-
sion: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

White Springs Road
Live QOak, Florida

II1I. Re: The seating of Pastor Carl Heinrich A. Schmutzler and the delegates
of Messiah Congregation of Hales Corner, Wisconsin.

Introduction: The following recommendations are not to be construed in
any way as a judgment about matters currently under

appeal .

A. Whereas there is nothing, based on the constitution of Messiah Con-
gregation, which appears to invalidate the action of the congregation
of Hales Corner, Wisconsin, in choosing its delegates to this conven-
tion, we recommend that they be seated as voting delegates.

B. Whereas Article 6 of the Bylaws of the Constitution of the Church of
the Lutheran Confession requires that the synod recongize and honor
the actions of a congregation during the review process, (The action
of Messiah Congregation in rescinding the call of Pastor Carl Hein-
rich A. Schmutzler as pastor has been appealed by him and is current-
ly under review.)

We recommend that the service of Carl Heinrich A. Schmutzler as a
pastoral voting delegate be held in abeyance (Cf. Art. IV, A, of the
CLC Constitution).

Conclusion: We pray that all participants in the dispute be granted the
grace to speak and act in accord with the considerations of
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brotherly love, expressing themselves in patience and fore-
bearance. (Eph.4:32)

IV. Expressions of Thanks

VI.

A.First of all, we thank and praise our Lord God for granting us the

privilege of meeting in convention to do His work. May He bless our
labors.

B. We thank the Lord for granting us the privilege of considering the
theme of our convention, STEWARDS OF HIS GRACE, through the edifying
essays presented on the basis of the Holy Word of our God.

C.We are grateful to all who served as ministers of the Word at this
convention.

D. We also wish to express our gratitude to all those who helped plan and
provided for the needs of the convention and all the delegates.

E. In speaking for the entire CLC, the convention acknowledges the faith-
ful service of all who were called to serve the CLC as officers, mem-
bers of boards and members of committees at this convention and during
the past biennium.

Re: Conference Visitor Guidelines

We recommend that the conference visitors, pastors, teachers and congre-
gations be encouraged to review the duties of the conference visitor as
defined in the CLC Constitution and also make use of the two essays
listed below in understanding the important function of the same.
"The Functions of a Conference Visitor" by Prof C.M. Gullerud
Journal of Theology, Vol. II, #5, p. 12ff.
"The Conference Visitor" by Pastor Egbert Albrecht
General Pastoral Conference, June 16-18, 1987.

Re: Constitutional Matters

A. We endorse the suggestion of Pres. Fleischer regarding the resubmit-

ting of congregational constitutions" for review whenever a congrega—
tion makes a change which clearly affects substantive matters of doc-
trine or practice," and we recommend that this suggestion be given in-
to the hands of the Standing Constitution Committee.

B.In view of the debate pertaining to the seating of delegates at this
convention, we recommend that Article IV, A (Membership) and By-Law 6
(The Right of Appeal) be referred to the Standing Constitution Commit-
tee for clarification and possible amplification.

C. Re: Proposed By-Law 21

1. We recommend that the Proposed By-Law 21 - Dissolution - be added
to the By-Laws of our Constitution. It reads as follows:

"In the event of the dissolution of the Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession its assets and all property and interests, of which it
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shall then be possessed, including any devise or bequeath, gift or
grant contained in any will or instrument in trust or otherwise
made before or after such a dissolution, shall be divided in equal
portions among the congregations that are members of record of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession at the time of the dissolution.”

2. We recommend that each congregation determine whether or not the
IRS requires a similar article in the constitutions of the congre-
gations that seek tax exemption.

3.We would also acknowledge with thanks the work of Mr. Karl Fried-
richs of Mankato, Minnesota, for his advice and assistance in form-
ulating the wording for the proposed dissolution clause.

D.We recommend that the proposed amendments to By-Law 17 - Persons
within our fellowship who desire to enter into the teaching ministry-
be adopted. The following is the amended By-Law:

"When public school teachers desire to teach in the parochial
schools of the CLC, the eligibility of the candidates shall be de-
termined by the (president of the CLC. He shall consult with the
conference visitor, the local pastor and the Dean of the College
Department of ILC. This committee of three shall determine) which
courses, if any, must be completed before such a teacher is elig-
ible for (a place on the roster of teachers of the CLC.)

Note: The words within the parentheses are the proposed changes.

The following amendment was ruled out of order and referred to the
Standing Constitution Committee:

This is not intended to restrict the local congregation from call-
ing a teacher from the membership of the CLC.

VII. Ratification of Conference Visitors

Whereas the following pastors have been elected as Conference Visitors
by their respective conferences, we recommend ratification of the elec-
tions:

Minnesota . . . . . . Pastor John Pfeiffer
Pacific . . . . . . . Pastor Bertram Naumann
South-Eastern . . . . Pastor Arvid Gullerud
West-Central. . . . . Pastor John Klatt
Wisconsin . . . . . . Pastor Egbert Albrecht

VIII. Convention Statistics
Present Full-time Excused Part-time Excused Full-time

Pastors 51 2
Clergy Emeriti 9

Clergy Without Congregations 14 1
Teachers 13 1
Lay Delegates 79 5

IX. Next Convention: We recommend that the 1998 convention be held at ILC,
Monday through Friday, June 18-22.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Dear Fellow Members of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession. Grace be to you all:

No doubt, there are at this convention, some delegates who are here
for the first time. First time delegates may feel a bit apprehen-
sive as to what exactly transpires at convention, and at what their
part is in it. Others who have been here before are already think-
ing of the intensive work and, for some, the long hours that are
characteristic of committee work. Nevertheless, in spite of the
busy week, many have looked forward to the convention because con-
vention week presents an opportunity for a unique expression and
exercise of fellowship.

Whatever our thoughts are about this week, and whatever our hopes,

we will all recognize the seriousness of our purpose here as we con-
template the seventh verse of I Peter 4. The first half of the
seventh verse reads: "BUT THE END OF ALL THINGS IS AT HAND." It is
against that backdrop that the Apostle says: "THEREFORE BE SERIOUS
AND WATCHFUL IN YOUR PRAYERS. . . AND ABOVE ALL THINGS HAVE FERVENT
LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER . . . BE HOSPITABLE TO ONE ANOTHER WITHOUT
GRUMBLING . . . after which follows the verse from which our conven-
tion theme is taken: "AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED A GIFT, MINISTER IT
TO ONE ANOTHER, AS GOOD STEWARDS OF THE MANIFOLD GRACE OF GOD." (4:10)

Anyone of the above expressions could have been chosen for a theme.
They all are descriptive expressions of the kind of spirit that should
characterize a confessional Lutheran Church, as well as its conven-
tion. 1Indeed, without any of the above exercises of the sanctified
Christian life, very little would be accomplished within a con-
fessional fellowship. Certainly, little joy would be evident.

The approaching end of all things "Calls for a sober vigilance in
prayer, a life of love and mutual ministry, to the glory of God
through Jesus Christ. . . . It calls for a sober and responsible
congregational life: the leaders are to exercise their Shepherd's
office with a pure zeal, conscious of their responsibility to the
Chief Shepherd Who is about to be manifested. The church is to sub-
mit obediently to the elders. All are to be clothed with humility
(5:1-5)." (Franzmann, Concordia Bible with Notes, page 479)

The first letter of Peter is addressed, not simply to the clergy,
but to the Christians of the five provinces of Asia Minor (1:1).
They are the people of Jewish extraction who have been converted to
the faith that is in Christ Jesus, as well as Gentiles who have been
called out of darkness into the marvelous light. They are such as
have been redeemed by the blood of Christ, and purified unto Christ
as His own special people "zealous of good works." (Titus 2:14) To
people of diverse backgrounds, yet one in Christ, it is said, "As
EACH ONE has received a gift, minister it to one another. . . "
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The verse very aptly fits as a theme for a church convention. Each

of us here today has received a special gift, which, exercised in
fellowship through fellowship with Christ, serves the body of Christ.
Though we do not all have the same gifts, or gifts in the same amount,
we all have some. The gifts are not of us, but to us. The variety
of gifts are expressions of the grace of God to us. These gifts are
extended to a great many, things by which we may do good to others,
especially to those of the household of faith. Influence, property,
reputation, wisdom, experience, kindness, faithfulness, compassion-
all these are regarded as gifts to be employed for the benefit of
one another. The verse also lays upon us a responsibility. That

responsibility is inherent in the word "steward." This tenth verse
exhorts us to use our gifts to "minister it to one another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God." We are given gifts to USE,

not to hide.

Serving one another in the body of Christ, means that we are serving
Christ Himself. The pastor is called on to use his gifts within the
framework of his call to the benefit of God's people. He is not lord
or master over God's flock, but a keeper of the flock entrusted to
him. The lay people are to appreciate the gifts of their under-
shepherd. They also are called on to use their gifts for the en-
couragement and support of one another, and of the pastor, and
teacher who alsc need counsel, support, and encouragement. Pastors
and teachers are to use their varied gifts for the mutual welfare of
each other. By serving one another, we are serving the welfare of the
kingdom, and 1living to the glory of God. Such as are "built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief cornerstone" (Ephesians 2:20); and who have "received a
gift, (and) minister it to one another, as good stewards of the man-
ifold grace of God," testify to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
"in Whom the whole building (The Church) joined together grows into

an holy temple in the Lord." (Ephesians 2:21)
To our further encouragement at this convention, we have assigned
the following essays under the theme: "STEWARDS OF HIS GRACE."
"OQur Particular Grace" - Pastor David Sweet
"Our Particular Resources" - Pastor Robert Reim
"Our Particular Opportunities" - Teacher Ross Roehl

Underlying every other gift we have been given in differing degrees
is the one gift that we all have in like measure. It is the gift of
salvation that is ours in Christ Jesus, a gift freely and un-
grudgingly given to us by our Lord. May we all appreciate it. We
further pray that we will appreciate the privilege that is ours, and
the opportunities that are placed before us, for the exercise of our
faith through faithful use of the personal gifts given to us.
Finally, may each of us return home to serve as a ready instrument to
the encouragement and reinforcement of our brethren, as together we
minister with the Word of life to a dying world.
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DOCTRINAL MATTERS

"Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine."
I Timothy 4:16

In the past biennium, colloquys were held with Pastor David Sweet

and Mr. Robert Snell. Both of these men had left the Wisconsin
Evangelical Synod for reasons of conscience. After colloquy with

the Board of Doctrine, Pastor Sweet was declared eligible for

entrance into the ministry and Robert Smell into the teaching ministry of the CLC.

Presently, we have two more requests for colloguys.

COLORADO LUTHERAN SEMINARY: Disagreement with this fellowship re-
volves around the understanding of the

third use of the Law. Shortly before the 1986 Convention, a letter

had been received from the Colorado Lutheran Seminary concerning

this matter. Upon consideration of the letter, the Board of Doctrine

concurred with the CLS assessment that it seems "pointless going on

from here."

LUTHERAN CONFERENCE OF CONFESSIONAL FELLOWSHIP: In a letter of

October, 1986,
the LCCF stated their conclusion "that further correspondence at
this time will not help to achieve our objective of coming to an
agreement with you." The Board of Doctrine agreed with the LCCF
conclusion. There has been no substantive official correspondence
between the CLC and the LCCF.

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD: To the report of the Board

of Doctrine which addresses
our meeting with the WELS, I add a guote from the minutes of the
secretary of the CLC. These minutes were approved by both parties
to the discussion:

"Both sides indicated that a further meeting would
be necessary to satisfy gquestions that both have re-
garding the position of the other. Theses and anti-
theses would have to be agreed upon. It was agreed
that we would not think of re-establishing fellowship
relations without such clear understanding and doctrinal
agreement on all issues that stand between us.

"The possibility of a further meeting was dis-
cussed and it was agreed that subcommittees would set
up an agenda. Suggested for inclusion on this agenda:
'The Role of Admonition in Connection with Romans 16:
17-18." The CLC requested that references to the his-
torical framework of these issues might be permitted.
The WELS suggested that, in any future meeting, the ELS
be invited."

It was concluded that since the WELS had asked that the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Synod be included in any future meeting, President
Mischke of the WELS and President Orvick of the ELS should suggest
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dates to which we would react. No dates have as yet been forwarded

to the CLC As it stands now, there is no further meeting.

Concerning a possible second meeting, the president of the CLC
reported in a pastoral letter: "A second meeting does not suggest
that we are moving, or have moved, closer to agreement. It must
be remembered that no agreement with the WELS, should that even or
ever come to pass, would be complete until the same is arrived at
with the ELS, since the ELS is in fellowship with the WELS."

THE ROLE OF WOMEN: The CLC, as a confessional Lutheran Church,

values faithfulness to the Word of God. Any
suggestion of anything less than faithfulness to the Word would
negate our reason for existence, and make a mockery of our name.
At the same time, we treasure the concept of the priesthood of be-
lievers. We would not deny to any of God's people what is their
privilege in the Gospel.

A confessional church, from generation to generation, should not
fear to study and restudy the Word in order to grow in understand-
ing, both of the principles of our faith and the practice of our
faith. Only with understanding are we able to set forth the Truth
of God's Word without denying it through extremism on one hand,
which is contrary to the Gospel, and apostasy on the other.

It cannot be denied, however, that many churches have fallen prey
to the societal pressures which have chipped away at God's order
for home and church. As a confessional church in this world, we
too are a ready target for pressures that would overthrow the head-
ship principle between man and woman as our Lord teaches it in His

Word.

We have begun a study of the relationship of men and women as re-
lates to the work of the church in our last pastoral conference.
This study will be continuing. It will be on the agenda for local
and general pastoral conferences. The CLC needs to make a clear
statement--one that is steadfast to Scripture, yet evangelical in
its presentation and practice.

Let it be clearly said and clearly understood, that woman suf-
frage and ordination of women into the ministry is contrary to
Scripture. No suggestion of anv unScriptural practice has been
made by anyone. Any suggestion that our continuing study should or will
ultimately end with either woman suffrage and/or ordination must be
firmly rejected. It is simply a matter of fact, that in defense of
the Scriptural principle, extreme statements have been made, even to
the point of denying women the privilege to be present in meetings
of the congregation. We need to clearly delineate what Scripture
teaches on this subject so that we are all speaking the same thing.
We dare add nothing to, or subtract anything from Scripture itself.
We dare give no privilege to, nor take any privilege away from

God's people which Scripture does not give on one hand, or deny on the other.

Two memorials had been received related to this subject. One
memorial asked this convention to request of the Board of Doctrine
a definitive statement to be presented to this same convention.
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This was not possible. The second sought the establishment of a
"Women's Committee" made up of women, with a "counselor" in mat-
ters of doctrine. It was suggested that this committee present
suggestions to the 1990 Convention. This memorial also was re-
turned according to the constitutional provision adopted at the
1986 Convention, and because, to have placed this matter on the
floor of convention without prior study and discussion would have,
at the. very least, caused confusion.

ISSUES OF THE DAY: Many inquiries come from outside the CLC, as

well as from within, seeking to know the
position of the CLC on certain issues of the day. It seems ap-
propriate to have expressions that set forth and clarify the
position of what the CLC teaches from Scripture on certain moral
and ethical issues that have arisen in our day, e.g. abortion,
euthanasia, etc. A pamphlet setting forth Scripture on these and
like subjects would be helpful to the president who is asked by
inquirers to supply the CLC position. As it is now, he must in-
dividually answer each request.

MISSIONS

"God will have all men to be saved. . . "
I Timothy 2:4

With all the contending that a confessional church must do in this
world, and in view of the increasingly more vocal social activists
within the church in the world, it would be very easy to forget
what our real call is.

Jesus said to His disciples, "Repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name among all nations. . . " (Luke 24:47)

The Apostle Paul directs our thoughts in the correct vein when he
says of himself that he was determined to know nothing among the
Corinthians except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified (I Corinthians
2:2). We use the gifts given to us in no better way than to put them
at the disposal of our Lord so that through us, as instruments, His
Word might go forth to the fulfillment of His saving will.

We are thankful to the Lord for the opportunity to be bearers of

the Gospel in cities of our own country, as well as in Nigeria and
India. He has permitted the Gospel ministry to flourish in this
country and abroad, in spite of many obstacles and difficulties.
This Board of Missions has faithfully and diligently made every
effort to administer the mission program with a minimum of funds.

It is continually monitoring and watching for opportunities to reach
out with the Gospel witness within the limits of our capabilities.
Mission supported congregations have diligently sought to make their
witness known in their respective communities. Missionaries have
given themselves wholeheartedly to their mission work. The single
most frustrating negative in our mission program is the lack of funds
to do as much as ought to be done, and for the same reason not to be
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able to do our work as well as it might be done.

Our work in Nigeria and India continues to bear fruit in spite of
difficulties. We marvel at the Lord's goodness in giving such dedi-
cation as is evident in the Koenig family who left home and country
to labor under trying personal circumstances in Nigeria. We are
thankful that the Lord preserved their health, healed them when they
were sick, gave enthusiasm when it would otherwise have been hard

to come by, and finally returned them safely for furlough. We wish
them well as they return to Nigeria. We further ask them to carry
our greetings back to the brethren of the NCLC. Pastor Essian and
Patrick Udo labor faithfully with Pastor Koenig.

The work also goes forward in India under the leadership of V. S.
Benjamin, and Mohan Bas. With little money, but with the riches of
Truth from God, they labor faithfully. It is not possible for us to
comprehend totally the resistance they face as they use their gifts
for "salvation-preaching" in their land. May the Lord bless them

and keep them in His care To them also, we extend our warm fraternal greetings.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. . . "
Psalm 111:10

The priceless gift of Immanuci Lutheran High School, College, and
Seminary continues to be a cause for continuing thanksgiving to our
Lord. When we consider how some confessional Lutheran Church bodies
that were begun in years past ultimately ceased to exist because
they did not train their future generations, we can appreciate

what our school means to us.

The 1986 Convention asked for the appointment of a committee to
make a thorough study of what was called "our school enrollment
problems." Such a committee was appointed. 1Its report, with con-
clusions, or recommendations, appears in the Regents report to this
convention. Simultaneous to the study of this committee, there

was an increased interest in the school as was manifested through
an increased enrollment in the last school year. Reports indicate
that there seems to be a continuing interest for the 1988-89 school
term.

One area of concern is the continuing shortage of students prepar-
ing for the teaching ministry. Some congregations as well as
teachers have been under constant pressure as, beginning in mid-
school year a teacher is receiving call after call. At the same
time, some vacancies are not filled unless help is sought from with-
in the congregation. We are thankful for teachers in congregations
who are re-entering the teaching ministry, and for those who are
entering parochial school teaching for the first time. But the
fact remains that we do need to encourage our young men and

women to give serious consideration to teaching in our schools.

The reasons for lack of candidates may be many-fold. To the ex-
tent that the reasons can be addressed and answered, we need to
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train attention in that direction.

The Regents are asking for the creation of an additional pro-
fessorship at ILC.Without gquestion, they make a good case for this
new professorship in their report. The faculty is carrying an
extraordinary teaching load as it is now. The enrollment committee
report recommends adding other courses. Whether or not the Regents
can add more course offerings at all, an additional professor seems

necessary.

We commend the Regents for the work they have done, and the faculty
for its continued faithful labor in the Lord. You will note also
that the student aid program is working well, and has proven to be a
benefit to many students. Two years ago we lamented the fact that
there was a large amount of money owed to ILC from students,

present and past. While a backlog still exists, we commend the
Regyents for their efforts in reducing that debt. We appreciate

the fact that many have responded and have looked, or are looking,
after their responsibility in this regard.

The Lord grant us full appreciation of our school, so that He will
be pleased to continue to bless Immanuel, and through it, its stu-
dents, and the CLC.

FINANCES

"And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw
in two mites. . . " Mark 12:42

The success of the mission of the Church in this world rests in
the power of the Word of God. But even as we trust the Word to
accomplish its purpose as it is preached (Isaiah 55:11), it be-
hooves us to take an active part in mission work. We pray for the
spread of the Gospel. We still must be active witnesses. It is
likewise incumbent upon us to give of our "first-fruits" as did
the widow. Certainly none of us will plead poverty as a de-
fense for returning nothing to the Lord. A key to accomplishment
of our work, and to the siezing of opportunities lies in the ready
participation of all members of a congregation or church body.
More important than the size of a gift to the Lord for His work is
the attitude with which people participate. Certainly we should
encourage each other to give, not simply to the church, but to the
Lord. We implore the Lord for the attitude of heart that moves us
to "first-fruit" giving whereby our faith, and our commitment to
the Lord's work is manifested. At the same time we acknowledge
that the Lord has blessed us so that we have been able as a church
body to do more than might otherwises be thought humanly possible.

As in the past salary matters of missionaries and professors will again be before
us. Each convention we speak expressing our concern. We seem not to be able to
arrive at what is an equitable salary. There are many different opinions. Possibly
we cannot ever reach a consensus. Laymen have also expressed concern that the
past and current compensation package is not what it should be. Let no one suggest
that there is an easy solution. We can reduce programs in the mission field or
at TIC. We can make a real effort to increase offerings. We can do a combination
of the two suggestions. The body has to decide how and what we can or should do.
We urge careful attention to the salary survey study that is found in the prospectus.
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MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

BOARD WORKLOAD: It may not be possible for everyone to understand,

but the fact is that the workload of the boards of
the CLC has increased dramatically over the years, and certainly
most recently. The Prospectus reports bear that out. All of the
boards meet byond the time of Coordinating Council. Conference
phone calls are also guite normal. We implore the members of the
CLC to remember their elected board members in their prayers, and
to stand ready to assist in various efforts as they might be asked.
Many, 1f not all of the members of the boards, are also involved
and active members of their respective congregations. It is such
selfless effort that is the lifeblood of congregations as well as
of the CLC.

CONSTITUTION: The Standing Constitution Committee will be sub-

mitting a "dissolution" clause that is to appear in
the constitution of the CLC. A similar clause is, according to
IRS regulation, to be incorporated into our congregational con-
stitutions.

Congregations seeking membership in the CLC are to submit their
constitution for review and approval. No congregation is received
into voting membership without such a review. However, after re-
ception into membership, constitutions can be changed without any
oversight. It is therefore suggested that the constitution of a
member congregation be resubmitted for review whenever it makes a
chanae whicb clearly affects substantive matters of doctrine-or
practice 1his suygestion should not be interpreted as seeking

to deprive congregations of their particular rights. However, if
initial review of a constitution is desirable, then periodic re-
view under such circumstances as mentioned above would seem to be
a logical followup. It does also provide one manner of maintain-
ing unity in doctrine and practice, so sadly lacking in many other
Lutheran church bodies boday.

MEMORIALS: In addition to the two previously mentioned memorials

that were returned, you will find memorials from St.
Luke's of Stoddard, and St. Mark's of Onalaska, Wisconsin, ad-
dressing the CLC efforts at Bible translation study, a new cate-
chism, and a hymnal supplement. There is also a memorial ad-
dressing medical insurance for retired workers. This memorial
comes from Gethsemane of Saginaw, Michigan.

REPORTS: 1In addition to the Immanuel Lutheran College Enrollment
Committee, a Stewardship Committee, and a Hymnal Com-
mittee were appointed after the last convention. The ILC com-
mittee report, as well as the Stewardship Committee report finishes
the business of those committees, unless further direction is given
by the convention. The Hymnal Committee has certain suggestions to
which the convention will need to respond. Whether it will con-
tinue to function also lies within the province of the convention.

INDIAN IANDING LUTHERAN CHURCH: This small independent Lutheran congregation in
Rochester, NY desires to maintain a conservative witness in its community. It
is seeking a pastor from the Church of the Lutheran Confession. Upon its expression
that it desires to be instructed in the Word, and be led in this effort by a pastor
of the CLC, things are moving in the direction of answering their request with

the help they desire.



Hymnal Committee
Robert Dommer
Mr. James Doring
John Reim

Paul Schaller
Gene Schreyer
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Ted Barthels

Mark Bernthal

John Ude

ILC Enrollment
John Johannes
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Replaced by John Johannes
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Robert Dommer
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