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CONVENTION DELEGATES

Key: P = Present; X = Excused; XP =
Unexcused part time;

Excused part time;
* = Affiliated Congregation;

cepted into voting membership at this convention;

I. Congregations

ALASKA, Ketchikan - 4oly Truth
ARIZONA, Phoenix - Holy Cross
CALIFORNIA, Hayward - St. Stephen

Redwood City - St. Stephen

COLORADO, Lamar - Mt. Olive
Loveland - Prince of Peace

FLORIDA, Winter Haven - Immanuel

IDAHO, Orofino - Peace
ILLINOIS, Addison - Immanuel

MICHIGAN, Coloma - Faith

Detroit - Mt. Zion
Marquette - Calvary

Saginaw - Gethsemanc

Sister Lakes - Redeemer

Stambaugh - St. Peter's
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¢ Mark

Unexcused; UP =

= Congregation ac-
= Preaching Station.

: Gilbert Siltman

Jay Schultz

: Ralph Schaller

Peter de lcon
Thomas Kutscheid
Norbert Reim

Weis

Greg Kesterson
Chris Holt
Rollin Reim

Greg Kesterson
Paul Bentrup
Paul Weber
Robert Mackensen
Don Engel

: Robert Witt

Robert Reim
Richard Kuehne

Kevin Hulke

: Vacant

: Paul Schaller

Richard Kalas
Gary Kalas
Theodore Barthels

: Bill Molter

: Ralph Hansen

: Alvin Sieg

: James Sandeen
: Sherry Holland

: John Klatt

: William Dorow

: Milton Johns

: Walter Schaller

Ross Roehl
David Schierenbeck
Tom Bedwell

John Mellinger

Paul Tiefel
Albhert Heisel
Martin Heisel

Mark Gullerad
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16. MINNESOTA, Austin - St. Paul's .
155
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29,
30..
31.

32,

Detroit Lakes - Mt. Olive .

Bagle Lake - Salem

Fridley - Grace .

Inver Grove Heights - Berea .

Mankato - Immanuel

Morris - Bethel .

New Ulm - Faith .

Nicollet - Faith

Okabena - St. John's
Parker's Prairie - Peace*** .
Ponsford - St. Paul's .

Red Wing - Our Redeemer .

Sleepy Eye - Grace

MISSOURI, Ballwin (St. Louis) - Faith

NEBRASKA, Thedford - Immanuel

Valentine - Grace

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
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Pastor
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Teachers
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Pastor

. Delegates

Teacher
Pastor
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Teacher
Pastor
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: Melvin Eichstadt
: Roy Dyke

: Carl Thurow

: Howard Sperling

: Charles Sandeen

: Glenn Oster

: Dan Nelson

: Lyle Larson

: Robert List

: Mark Wales

: J.Sydow/M,Hammond
: Daniel Fleischer
: David Aymond

: Steven Ludvigson
: Paul Larsen

: Robert Timm

: H.Geiger/C.Doering
: Dean Carstensen

: Paul Eserhut

: Dan Ohlmann

: Leif Olmanson

: Gene Schreyer

: Dale Redlin

: Reuben Kroeger

: John Larson

: Elton Hallauer

: Gilbert Griepentrog

: Michael Thom

: Edwin Hasse

: Perry Dauer

: Keith Olmanson
: Arthur Ahrens
: Allen Jensen

: R. E. Wehrwein
: Larry Breth

: Elton Hallauer
: Stanley Kleman

: Glenn Oster

: Elmer Fitschen
: Duane Duden

: Walter Priebe
: David Lau

: Walter Romberg
: Lester Maas

: George Barthels
: Dawvid Menton

: Arthur Pontow
: Vance Fossum

: Wayne Mielke
: Jack Mayhew

: Don Ohlmann

: Dennis Ahrens
: Wayne Mielke
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34.

35

36.

37.

38.

39,

40,

41.

42,

43.

44,

45.

46,

47.

48.

49,

50.

NEW MEXICO, Carlsbad - Grace .

Tucumcari - Redeemer .,

. NORTH CAROLINA, Hendersonville -

Living Word

Salisbury - Good Shepherd

NORTH DAKOTA, Jamestown - Qur Savior's

OREGON, Portland - Emmaus

SOUTH CAROLINA, West Columbia -
Holy Trinity

SOUTH DAKOTA, Aberdeen - Hope

Bowdle - Redeemer

Estelline - Zion .

Faulkton - First Lutheran

Hecla - Prince of Peace

Ipswich - Zion .

Lemmon - St. Luke's

Mission - Peace

Pierre - Trinity .

Watertown - Trinity

White River - St. Paul's

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Teacher
Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Teacher
Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
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Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
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Teacher
Pastor
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Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
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: David Baker
: David Baker
: Stephen Kurtzahn
; Fred Archer

: Matthew Wegenke

: Theodore Thurow

Paul Fleischer

: Bert Naumann

: Ray Amick

: Bobby Ridgell

: Stephen Salter

: John Schierenbeck
: Bennett Olmanson

: Norman Greve
: Norman Walz

: Terrel Kesterson
: Orville Krause

: Ronald Boone

: Vernon Greve

Leland Grams

: Marvin Hansen

: Norman Greve

: Leland Grams

: Robert Pres:zler
: Emil Hofer

: Karl Olmanson

: David Koenig

: Gary Kalblinger

: Paul D. Nolting
: Richard McGeorge

: Rick Grams

: Edmund Klatt

: George Dummann
: Vernon Greve

Floyd Valburg

Paul D. Nolting
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52.

53.

54.

55

56.

57

58.

9.

60.

61.
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63.

64 .

65.

66.

67.

68.

Winner - St. Paul's
TEXAS, Austin - Reformation
Corpus Christi - Zion .
Richardson (Dallas) - St. Matthew's

Spring (Houston) - Bethel

WASHINGTON, Alderwood Manor - Redemption
Clarkston - St. John's
Opportunity - Gethsemane .
Spokane - Trinity

WISCONSIN, Cambridge - Faith .

Eau Claire - Messiah

Fond du Lac - Luther Memorial

Hales Corners - Messiah .

Markesan - Faith

Middleton (Madison) -
Peace thru Christ

Millston - Trinity
Mark's

Onalaska - St.

Stoddard - St. Luke's
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. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates
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Teacher
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Teacher
Pastor
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Teacher
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Teachers
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Pastor
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: Rick Grams

: Paul F. Nolting
: Harold Gutzman

: Arvid Gullerud

: Paul F. Nolting
: Floyd Fougeron
: Rudy Mueller

: Daniel Gurgel

v E. H: Bntz

: Gerald Mantei

: Bert Naumann
: Gary McClothen

Paul Schaller

: Michael Sparlin

Lloyd Roenfeldt

: Douglas Libby

Ivan Zarling

: M. J, Witt
: Kurt Luebkeman
: Kurt Wong

: John Ude
: Oswald Christianson
Lawrence Templeton

LeRoy Hulke
L "W

Edgar Hahm

: John Pfeiffer
: Martin Griepentrog
: Erich

Kantorowicz
Daniel Barthels

: Theodore Quade

: Egbert Albrecht
: Randy Dreyer

: Duane Riggert

: John Ude

: Steven VanderPal
: Jacob Spencer

: Mark Bernthal

: Milton Meyer

: Harlan Peters

: Arthur E. Schul:z

Carl Stellner

¢ Arthur E. Schul:z

Schierenbeck
: David Mueller

: David Gurath

: Gerhardt Mueller
: John Johannes

: Martin Bernthal



69. WYOMING, Cheyenne - Redeemer .

. Del

egates XP : Vernon Sprengeler

Pastor P : Michael Sydow

IT. Clergy - Without Congregations

Buck, Michael D.
Dommer, Robert
Gullerud, C. M.
Gurgel, Roland K
Koch, Paul R.
Kuehne, Clifford

o N7, B G UI SR

— =

ITT. Clergy - Emeriti

1, B Duchlmeier, H, C,
Dia Garbrecht, Martin
A Hanson, Clarence

L5 I =

(@3]

= O WO oo ]

Lau, John
Pelzl, James
Radtke, Gordon
Rehm, Robert
Roehl, Ronald

|"U|*d|>r:1|-ul"u

Rutz, H. E.
Witt, Herbert
Witts: M. -l

< |

CONVENTION FLOOR COMMITTEES

Committee #1: Doctrine

Pastor L. W. Schierenbeck, Chm.

Prof. Clifford Kuehne

Pastor James Sandeen

Pastor John Pfeiffer

Pastor Fred Archer

Pastor Arvid Gullerud

Pastor Ralph Schaller

Pastor Theodore Barthels

Pastor John Klatt

Pastor Paul D. Nolting

Teacher Ross Roehl

Teacher Dennis Ahrens

Bennett Olmanson - Aberdeen, Hope

Gary Kalblinger - Mission, Peace

Oswald Christianson - Eau Claire, Messiah
Carl Stellner - Stoddard, St. Luke's
David Aymond - Inver Grove Heights, Berea
Milton Meyer - Onalaska, St. Mark's

Paul Bentrup - Lamar, Mt. Olive

William Dorow - Marquette, Calvary

Mark Wales - Fridley, Grace

Bobby Ridgell - W. Columbia, Holy Trinity
Robert Preszler - Lemmon, St. Luke's

Committee #2: President's Message & Report,

Publications, CLC Book House
Pastor Paul Larsen, Chm.
Pastor John Schierenbeck
Pastor Carl Thurow
Pastor Robert Mackensen
Prof. Robert Rehm
Pastor David Baker
Pastor Walter Schaller
Prof. Michael Buck
Pastor Wayne Mielke
Teacher Karl Olmanson

Norman
Richar

Walz - Bowdle, Redeemer
d McGeorge - Pierre, Trinity

Rudolph Mueller - Houston, Bethel
David Mueller - Fond du Lac, Luther Mem.

Vernon

Sprengeler - Cheyenne, Redeemer

Richard Kuehne - Winter Haven, Immanuel

Tom Be

dwell - Sister Lakes, Redeemer

Fitschen - Red Wing, Our Redeemer
s Templeton - Eau Claire, Messiah

Robert Timm - Mankato, Immanuel
Elmer

Charle

Steve Ludvigson - St. Paul, Berea
Committee #3: Education

Pastor Bertram Naumann, Chm.
Pastor Keith Olmanson

Pastor David Koenig

Pastor Arthur Schulz

Pastor
Pastor
Pastor
Pastor
Teache
Teache
Edmund
Martin
Gilber
Albert
John L
Walter
David

Norbert Reim

Vernon Greve

Glenn Oster

Terrel Kesterson
T Theodore Thurow
r Daniel Barthels

Klatt - Watertown, Trinity
Bernthal - Milwaukee, Messiah

t Siltman - Ketchikan, Holy Truth
Heisel - Stambaugh, St. Peter's
arson - Morris, Bethel

Romberg - Sleepy Eye, Grace
Gurath - Fond du Lac, Luther Memorial

John Mellinger - Sister Lakes, Redeemer

Herber
Floyd

Commit

t Geiger - Mankato, Immanuel
Fougeron - Houston, Bethel

tee #4: Missions

Teache
Pastor

r LeRoy Hulke, Chm.
Douglas Libby
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Prof. John Lau

Pastor Rollin Reim

Prof. James Pelzl

Pastor Michael Thom

Prof. Gene Schreyer

Pastor Mark Gullerud

Pastor Vance Fossum

Prof. Robert Dommer

Teacher Theodore Quade

Marvin Hansen - Hecla, Prince of Peace
Floyd Valburg - White River, St. Paul's
Gerald Mantei - Seattle, Redemption
Erich Kantorowicz - Markesan, Faith
Peter de Leon - Phoenix, Holy Cross
Richard Kalas - Addison, Immanuel

Ray R. Dyke - Austin, St. Paul's
Gilbert Griepentrog - New Ulm, Faith
David Menton - St. Louis, Faith

Edgar Hahm - Milwaukee, Messiah
Martin Heisel - Stambaugh, St. Peter's
Reuben Kroeger - Morris, Bethel

Lester Maas - Sleepy Eye, Grace

George Dummann - Watertown, Trinity

Committee #5: Finances

Prof. Ronald Roehl, Chm.

Pastor Robert Wehrwein

Teacher Gerhardt Mueller

Pastor L. D. Redlin

Pastor Stephen Kurtzahn

Pastor Michael Sydow

Pastor John Ude

Pastor Norman Greve

Pastor Mark Bernthal

Teacher Daniel Gurgel

Teacher Paul Eserhut

Gary L. Kalas - Addison, Immanuel

Martin Griepentrog - Markesan, Faith
Chris R. Holt - Redwood City, St. Stephen
Matthew Wegenke - Jamestown, Our Savior's
Art Pontow - St. Louis, Faith

Duane Riggert - Middleton, Peace thr. Chr.

Thomas Kutschied - Phoenix, Holy Cross
Mike Sparlin - Spokanc, Gethsemane
Perry Dauer - Nicollet, Faith

Ronald Boone - Estelline, Zion

Howard Sperling - Detroit Lakes, Mt. Olive
Melvin Eichstadt - Austin, St. Paul's

Committee #6: Membership, Credentials, Ex-
cuses, Ratification of Visitors, Next
Convention, Miscellaneous

Prof. Paul R. Koch, Chm.

Pastor David Lau

Pastor Robert List

Pastor Gene Rutz

Pastor Robert Reim

Teacher Leif Olmanson

Teacher Dean Carstensen

Ivan Zarling - Spokane, Trinity

Steven VanderPal - Millston, Trinity

Sherry Holland - Detroit, Mt. Zion

Lyle Larson - Eagle Lake, Salem

Art Ahrens - Okabena, St. John's

Jack Mayhew - Valentine, (race

Randy Dreyer - Middleton, Peace thru Christ

Greg Kesterson - Redwood City, St. Stephen

Charles Sandeen - Detroit Lakes, Mt. Olive

Orville Krause - Estelline, Zion

Lloyd Roenfeldt - Spokane, Gethsemane

Committee #8: Elections

Pastor Paul Schaller, Chm.

Teacher Walter Priebe

Pastor Kurt Luebkeman

Teacher Kevin Hulke

Pastor Rick Grams

Pastor Paul F. Nolting (Advisor)
Harlan L. Peters - Onalaska, St. Mark's
Ray Amick - W. Columbia, Holy Trinity
Emil Hofer - Lemmon, St. Luke's
Milton Johns - Marquette, Calvary
Larry Breth - Parker's Prairie, Peace
Kurt K. Wong - Cambridge, Faith
Daniel Nelson - Eagle Lake, Salem
James Sydow - Fridley, Grace

Harold Gutzman - Corpus Christi, Zion
Jake Spencer - Millston, Trinity

Don Ohlmann - Valentine, Grace
Maynard Hammond - Fridley, Grace
Allen Jensen - Okabena, St. John's

SPECTAL MINISTERS OF THE CONVENTION

Consultants: Pres.

Egbert Albrecht - General and Press Representation

Prof. Roland Gurgel - Immanuel Lutheran College
Pastor Daniel Fleischer - Board of Trustees
Pastor David Schierenbeck - Board of Missions

Reporter: Prof. Gordon Radtke
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EEE:

Chaplain: Pastor Mark Weis
Speaker: Pastor Douglas Libby

Liturgist: Pastor Arvid Gullerud
Communion
Assistants: Pastor Robert List and Pastor Mark Bernthal

Organists: Prof. Robert Dommer and Pastor John Klatt

Essayists: AN ON-GOING, CRYING NEED: EDUCATING OUR CHILDREN FOR THE
REAL WORLD: Pastor Paul Fleischer
SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE IN RELATION TO CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION: Mr. James Sydow

REPORT OF COMMITTEE #6: MEMBERSHIP, CREDENTIALS, EXCUSES, RATIFICATION OF
VISITORS, NEXT CONVENTION, MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

Expression of Thanks

A. We express our thanks to the Lord of the Church for safely bringing our
delegates together in convention, and for blessing our work together.

B. We thank all who contributed to the preparation, organization, and admin-
istration of the convention; especially for housing, meals, and convention
hall facilities; to the members of Messiah congregation of Eau Claire for
the snack-break refreshments, and the members of Prince of Peace congregation
of Hecla, South Dakota, for the turkey barbeque.

C. We thank the convention servants of the Word, especially the chaplain and
the essayists, the convention officers, committees, and all who assisted in
the orderly running of the convention.

D. We thank President Albrecht and all others who have served the CLC during
the past biennium on its boards and committees, also President Gurgel for his
years of service as president of ILC.

Membership of Pastors and Teachers

The following have declared their agreement with the Constitution of the
CLC (specifically its doctrinal position and the order which is to be follow-
ed). The committee on membership recommends that they be accepted as voting
members of the CLC:

Pastors: Kurt E. Luebkeman Teachers: Stephen Salter
Rick R. Grams Kevin Hulke
Terrel Kesterson Daniel L. Ohlmann

Membership' of Congregations

On the basis of the recommendation of the Standing Constitution Committec,
the committee on membership recommends that St. Matthew's Lutheran Church of
Richardson, Texas, be accepted into membership in the CLC.

On the basis of the recommendation of the Standing Constitution Committee,
the committee on membership recommends that Emmaus Lutheran Church of Port-
land, Oregon, be accepted into membersip in the CLC. We further recommend
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IV.

VI.

VII.

VLLL,

1X,

that the Emmaus congregation resubmit its completed/revised constitution to
the Standing Constitution Committee for approval.

On the basis of the recommendation of the Standing Constitution Committee,
the committee on membership recommends that Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of
Salisbury, North Carolina, be accepted into confessional affiliation with the
CLC.

Procedure Reminder for Application of Membership

We want to remind congregations, individuals, and those who advise them
that all those who apply for membership in the CLC should follow Article IV,
Paragraph A, of the CLC Constitution:

"A. Membership shall be granted to congregations, and called pastors,
professors, and male teachers who in writing declare their agreement with
the doctrinal positions set forth in article III of this constitution and
with the order established by this constitution."

Ratification of Conference Visitors

Whereas the following pastors have been elected as Visiting Elders by
their respective conferences, we recommend ratification of these elections:

Pastor Arvid Gullerud, Eastern Conference

Pastor Parl Larsen, Minnesota Conference

Pastor David Koenig, West Central Conference
Pastor Bertram Naumann, Pacific Coast Conference
Pastor John Pfeiffer, Wisconsin Conference

We recommend that the Paul Fleischer essay, "An On-going, Crying Need:
Educating our Children for the Real World," and the Arvid Gullerud presenta-
tion on evangelism be printed in pamphlet form.

Convention Statistics

Present Excused Excused
Full Time Part Time Full Time
Pastors 49 5 1
Clergy Emeriti 2 - 4
Clergy without Congregations 11 - -
Teachers 14 - 3
Lay Delegates 70 14 8
146 19 16
Congregations which sent two delegates ...... 34
Congregations which sent one delegate ....... 19
Congregations which sent no delegates ....... 16

(There were no unexcused absences.)

Next Convention

We recommend that the next convention of the Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession be set for July 9-13, 1984, at Immanuel Lutheran College, Eau Claire,
Wisconsin.

Standing Constitution Committee - Article VII, Part C
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Since no action can be taken at this convention on the voting rights of
Emeriti, we recommend that this matter be referred to the Standing Constitu-
tion Committee for presentation to the next CLC Convention, in accordance
with the CLC Constitution.

X. Standing Constitution Committee - By-Laws, 6

We recommend that the Standing Constitution Committee's change in the
CLC Constitution - By-Laws, paragraph A, be made.

We recommend that the Standing Constitution Committee's change in the
CLC Constitution - By-Laws 6, paragraph C, be made with the deletion of the
second "If the case is appeal worthy, but."

XI. Board of Regents - Supplementary Report II

WHEREAS the office of the president of ILC, under present conditions,
includes teaching as well as administrative responsibilities,

THEREFORE we concur with the convention resolutions of August 25, 1961,
and '

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the president of ILC be elected from the
faculty of ILC; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all fuli-time, male faculty members of ILC
be eligible for election to the office of the president of ILC.

WHEREAS the call for nominees for the president of ILC has already been
made and the list of nominees has been published without the above stipulations,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that these resolutions be effective for subse-
quent elections to the office of the president of ILC.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE #6 - ADOPTED AS PRINTED

PROPOSED CHANGES MADE BY THE STANDING CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE

As members of the CLC Constitution Committee we would like to suggest that
the following changes be made in the CLC Constitution:

By-Laws, 6

A. The first sentence now reads, "Any member of a congregation of the Church of the
Lutheran Confession who has been disciplines has the right of appeal." Because
we believe as clarified by the '"Note" under "A." that "disciplined" as used here
is a reference to "excommunication or dismissal," the first sentence should be
amended to read, '"Any member of a congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession who has been excommunicated or dismissed has the right of appeal.' This
suggestion comes in view of the fact that some questions have been directed to
the Constitution Committee with regard to the interpretation of this first sen-
tence. If the intent of this first sentence is accurately represented above,
this change would eliminate potential ambiguity. If the intent of this first sen-
tence is not accurately represented above, then the '"Note'" under "A.'" would seem
to be potentially misleading in that the "excommunication or dismissal' would ap-
pear to be offered as an interpretation of "disciplined'" as it is thusly used.



12

C. We would suggest that both a complete sentence be added here, as well as a word
to an existing sentence. The new sentence we suggest should be added after sen-
tence 3. The new word we suggest should be added to what would then become the
fifth sentence. "C.'" would then read as follows, with the additions underlined:

"The commission of review shall choose its own chairman and secretary as the
first order of business. It is understood that complete and accurate records are
to be kept by a secretary. The commission will then study the grievances of the
appellant and any minutes of the disciplinary action to determine whether the
case is appeal worthy. If the case is appeal worthy th'e commission of review is
encouraged to do everything it deems necessary and wise to effect a God-pleasing
reconciliation. If the case is appeal worthy, but if a final decision cannot be
reached with the information given them, the commission is to arrange meetings
with the parties involved. The final decision of the commission of review is to
be given in writing to the parties involved, the conference visitor, and the pre-
sident of the Church of the Lutheran Confession within sixty days of the filing
of the appeal."

It should have been mentioned by way of explanation above also that as well
as adding a word to the fifth sentence, one word is changed. The "but" is now
an "and" as the printed Constitution reads.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AND REPORT

Dear fellow-members of the Church of the Lutheran Confession, and friends:

For the 15th time we are gathered in convention as members of the Church of
the Lutheran Confession. The last time we met, in 1980, the Lord interrupted our
sessions with a severe storm. By a small show of His might He humbled all of us
and made us grateful that His mercies are new unto us every morning. Now we are
meeting here again, to consider reports of what He did among us during the past two
years, and to apply ourselves to the work that He would have us do. That work can
be summed up in the theme of this 1982 convention: FEED MY LAMBS ... FEED MY SHEEP.

It was early one morning on the shore of the Sea of Galilee that Jesus said
to Simon Peter: FEED MY LAMBS ... FEED MY SHEEP. In the presence of six other
disciples, Jesus reinstated Peter as an apostle, and entrusted to him a second time
the ministry of the Word. Once before, on the shore of this same Sea of Galilee,
Jesus called Peter to become a fisher of men. But Peter had proved himself unfit
for that work when he three times denied Jesus in the courtyard of the high priest,
Caiphas.

The ministry of the Word belongs to every believer in Christ, by virtue of
his baptism. This means that all of us are involved in this ministry and that we
are to carry it out in the place and in the manner assigned to us by our Lord. Some
of us are laymen; some of us are pastors or teachers. But all of us have been
given the power of the keys. Those of us who have been called as pastors or teach-
ers in the church did not receive some new powers or rights through that call, but
rather were given the responsibility to preach the Gospel and to administer the
Sacraments publicly, that is, in behalf of all those who called us. There is only
one ministry of the Word. Each of us is to carry out our part of it in the place
and in the manner which the Lord has assigned to us.

To minister means to serve. In this case it is a loving, self-sacrificing
service to others. Jesus described His own ministry when He said: THE SON OF MAN
CAME NOT TO BE MINISTERED UNTO, BUT TO MINISTER, AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM FOR
MANY (Matt. 20:28). The ministry of the Word lays upon us the responsibility to
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strengthen one another in the faith, to bring the Gospel to the unchurched and to
lead those who have erred back to the truth. As we approach this work, we should
do so in the spirit of Jesus, Who said: LEARN OF ME, FOR I AM MEEK AND LOWLY IN

HEART (Matt. 11:29).

Jesus carried on His ministry everywhere He went — as He walked along the
streets and highways of Palestine, as He stood by the shore of the Sea of Galilee,
as He went up into the mountains or out into the desert places. He spoke to men,
women and children about salvation. He dealt with them as individual sinners in
need of forgiveness. Although at times thousands gathered about Him to hear the
Word of God, He viewed them as individual lambs and sheep who needed spiritual shep-
herding. He took the little ones up in His arms and blessed them. He spoke person-
ally and individually with the adults about their sins and the hope of eternal life
through faith in Him. He went into the homes of rich and poor, of Pharisees and
publicans and always used the occasion to lead sinners to Himself. We have records
of His dealings with Nicodemus, Nathanael, Zacchaeus, the woman caught in adultery,
the woman at Jacob's well, Mary and Martha at Bethany, and many, many more. And as
our convention theme suggests, also with Simon Peter. Jesus loved each of them
with an everlasting love. From eternity He thought in love upon every single person
in this world, and gave His life for that individual. You and I were included in
His love and still are. We can appreciate, as many of them could, the words of
Isaiah 43:1: FEAR NOT; FOR I HAVE REDEEMED THEE, I HAVE CALLED THEE BY THY NAME;
THOU ART MINE.

Jesus knew what was in man. He knew each one's family background, his up-
bringing, his sins, his weaknesses, the things that troubled him, the fears he
faced, and He dealt with him accordingly. He was patient and thoughtful in His
dealings. He was extremely tactful. He did not lump all people together and deal
with them as if they were all alike. He didn't press them all into one mold. He
treated each one as an individual, taking into account his spiritual and his physi-
cal needs. Jesus adapted His ministry to those needs. He did not deal with Mary
in the same way that He dealt with Martha. Neither did He treat John in the same
manner that He did Peter. He did not expect as much from one as from another. He
knew that their gifts and abilities differed. Some of them had been given five
talents, some two talents, and some only one talent. He, as their Lord, had given
them those gifts and abilities. He never lost sight of the fact that each one of
them was a weak, sinful human being in need of forgiveness and eternal life. He
bore with their weaknesses. Like the servant who did not give up on the barren fig
tree, but pleaded with the owner of the vineyard, LORD, LET IT ALONE THIS YEAR ALSO,
TILL I SHALL DIG ABOUT IT, AND DUNG IT (Luke 13:8), so Jesus did not give up on Ju-
das Iscariot, or on Thomas, or on Peter. He sought their eternal welfare above all
else.

This does not mean that our Lord was ever tolerant toward sin or that He ever
compromised the Truth. He hated sin with a holy hatred. He severely rebuked the
Pharisees for their hypocrisy. He told them repeatedly, WOE UNTO YOU, SCRIBES AND
PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES (Matt. 23:13). He always spoke the truth in love. He pro-
nounced dire judgment upon Jerusalem, but He did so in great sorrow, When He came
to the holy city on Palm Sunday, HE BEHELD THE CITY, AND WEPT OVER IT (Luke 19:41).
He knew the tragic end of a people who despised His grace. They were His own peo-
ple, and He could not repress His sobs and tears when He considered their fate.

Jesus' love for sinners was and is a deep, understanding, patient, seeking
love. The Apostle Paul tells us, LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST
JESUS (Phil. 2:5). The ministry of the Word that has been committed to us demands
that we tell our fellowmen the truth in love. That means that we tell them in
clear, unmistakeable terms that all men fell in Adam's fall; that everyone of us

is by nature under the wrath of God and doomed to eternal damnation; that there
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is not one thing that any sinner can do to change his lost condition. But there is
more, and this is our chief work, to tell them of the love of God for sinners in
Christ Jesus. We are to preach the Gospel, that is, the good news that by the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has reconciled this whole world of sin-
ners unto Himself, and that whosoever believeth on Him shall be saved. Wherever we
are, and whatever our position may be, whether that of a layman or that of a called
pastor or teacher in the church, we are to carry out the ministry of the Word with
a deep, sympathetic, understanding, patient, seeking love — a love for the brethren
in the fellowship, for those who are still living in spiritual darkness, and for
those who have fallen into error and need to be brought back to the truth.

A part of this convention will be devoted to a discussion of mission work,
the one great work that our Savior has given all of us to do. We are to preach
the Gospel to every creature, here and in foreign lands. The discussion of this
subject should 1lift our spirits, raise the level of our mission zeal, and lead us
to consume ourselves in this blessed work.

A part of this convention will be spent in speaking of our responsibility
to be faithful to the Gospel of Christ and to help one another reject any commit-
ments that would hinder that Gospel.

The ministry that Jesus restored to Simon Peter early that morning along the
shore of the Sea of Galilee involved Peter's love for the Lord and for his fellow
sinners. Three times Jesus asked Peter, LOVEST THOU ME? When Peter matched his
threefold denial with a threefold declaration of his love for Jesus, the Lord
said: FEED MY LAMBS ... FEED MY SHEEP.

Those words sum up the work that lies before us at this convention. They
picture the sum total of our work when we return to our home congregations. In
order to stir us to greater effort in preaching the Gospel to every creature, the
essays to be presented to this convention were chosen.

Pastor Paul Fleischer has been asked to present to us an essay entitled
PROMOTING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. Mr. James Sydow will focus our attention on THE
SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE IN RELATION TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. Pastor Rollin
Reim will serve as moderator of a panel discussion of MISSION WORK. The members
of the panel will be Pastors Arvid Gullerud, David Koenig, and Ralph Schaller. And
Pastor Paul F. Nolting will present a study of THE DIVINE CALL.

DOCTRINAL MATTERS

Other Church Bodies

A long-standing difference has existed between our Church of the Lutheran
Confession and the Concordia Lutheran Conference over the doctrine of Church and
Ministry. In 1969 discussions were held with them, but no agreement was reached.
When they asked for further meetings in 1979, this invitation was declined because
it involved a prejudgment of the outcome of the meeting. The delegates at our
1980 convention concurred with this action of declining their invitation, since
there seemed little promise of any profitable discussion. They did resolve, how-
ever, that the president and the Board of Doctrine prepare a critique of an arti-
cle that appeared in the May-June, 1980, issue of their church paper, The Concordia
Lutheran, and print it in the Journal of Theology. Their article was entitled,
"How the False Doctrine on the Church and Ministry (as it is taught by the WELS,
OLC, and in the ELS) Endangers Other Plain Teachings of the Bible." This was done.
A copy of the Journal of Theology was sent to the president of the Concordia Luth-
eran Conference along with a letter in which it was stated, 'We are ready to meet
with you to discuss the passages cited in it (our critique), and any others related
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to Church and Ministry."

In the January-February, 1982, issue of The Concordia Lutheran, they respond-
ed with an article entitled, "The President and Board of Doctrine of the Church of
the Lutheran Confession Make a Feeble Attempt to Defend Their False Doctrine on the
Church and Ministry."

The pertinent documents will be given into the hands of the Floor Committee
on Doctrine.

Third Use of the Law

A controversy over the third use of the Law was settled among us in 1978,
At that time St. Luke's congregation of Denver, CO, and its pastor withdrew from
our fellowship. Since then, they have joined hands with several other congregations
of that area in founding the Colorado Lutheran Seminary.

On January 4, 1981, they submitted a position paper for our study and reac-
tion entitled, '"Our Position on the Law especially addressing the Law in its Third
Use, Our Position on Sanctification." Two members of the Board of Doctrine met in-
formally with the Denver group to make sure that we understood their terminology
correctly. Our Board of Doctrine then gave this paper careful study and found that
it contained the same error that had troubled our church body, namely, that the
Law, the immutable will of God, serves only the purpose of accusing and condemning
in the life of the Christian and does not serve the didactic purpose of informing
the child of God regarding what are truly good works, except for the purpose of ac-
cusing and condemning. When our evaluation was sent to them, they replied in a
lengthy letter that revealed their misunderstanding of Article VI of the Formula of
Concord.

The Board of Doctrine sees no purpose in pusuing this matter further under
these circumstances. The pertinent documents will be given into the hands of the
Floor Committee on Doctrine,

Marriage and Palygamy

The 1980 convention referred the matter of Marriage and Polygamy to the 1981
General Pastoral Conference for thorough study and requested that a report of that
study be presented to this convention. The General Pastoral Conference met on July
7-9, 1981, studied the matter, and adopted the following resolution: '"Be it re-
solved that the 1982 convention be informed that a study on the question: 'Under
what circumstances may we infer that a certain behavior is sinful?' is to be made
and that the 1984 convention hear the report of that study and then decide if the
1978 resolutions on Marriage and Polygamy are to be reconsidered or not."

The General Pastoral Conference also resolved that the following four sug-
gestions be presented to this 1982 convention relative to Section 2 of the 1978
convention report on Marriage and Polygamy (1978 Proceedings, p. 46):

A, That we follow the advice of our last visitors to Nigeria (E. Albrecht and
P. F. Nolting), who recommended that in view of other more pressing problems
in Nigeria, this matter be left for personal study rather than for convention
debate.

B. That we recognize our inability to solve questions of Nigerian casuistry be-
cause of our lack of knowledge and experience in this area,

C. That we table indefinitely the whole matter of procedure and policy to be
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followed in dealing with repentant or unrepentant polygamists.

D. That we urge the members of the Board of Missions and others who may be in-
volved in giving advice on this issue in the future to acquire as much in-
formation and insight into the problem as possible and to give the best an-
swers they can in the light of God's Word and in agreement with what has been
adopted by the CLC on these matters.

Fraternal Benefit Societies

Our church body continues to be involved with the problem of fraternal bene-
fit societies. During the biennium three congregations and their pastors withdrew
from our fellowship over this matter, Pastor Leonard Bernthal and the members of
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of Missoula, MT, terminated their membership on May
23, 1981, since they could not accept the fact that insurance companies could be
"unionistic'" and that the CLC could say that it is not "in fellowship" with these
companies. They consider this to be imprecise language. They would agree to say
that some part of the AAL program is unionistic in character, but that this is not
the same thing as saying the AAL organization itself is unionistic.

On November 9, 1981, Pastor Gilbert Sydow declared his withdrawal from the
CLC; and the next day, St. Peter's congregation at Rochester, which he was serv-
ing as vacancy pastor, did the same.

On November 24, 1981, Faith congregation of Sanborn, MN, and its pastor, the
Rev, Marvin Eibs, suspended their fellowship with the CLC.

The February, 1982, issue of The Lutheran Spokesman carried the following
notice concerning their withdrawals:

""St. Peter's congregation of Rochester, Minnesota, and its pastor, the
Rev. Gilbert Sydow, and Faith congregation of Sanborn, Minnesota, and its
pastor, the Rev. Marvin Eibs, have withdrawn from membership in the Church
of the Lutheran Confession because they disagree with the judgment offered
by the praesidium concerning the evangelical manner to be used in counsel-
ing members who are involved with fraternal insurance membership."

The pertinent documents will be given into the hands of the Floor Committee on
Doctrine.

(A meeting of the officers of the CLC with Pastors Sydow and Eibs was held
on July 8, 1982, in an effort to restore unity between us. The effort was unsuc-
cessful. A report of that meeting is included in the Proceedings in connection
with the report of the Board of Doctrine, presented as information.)

Mehltretter Case

The call of Robert Mehltretter as a teacher in Immanuel Lutheran High School,
Mankato, was terminated by the congregation on November 11, 1980. Mr. Mehltretter
appealed this action according to By-Law 6 of the CLC Constitution. A Commission
of Review consisting of two pastors and one layman chosen by the Minnesota Confer-
ence visitor studied the documents involved in the case and issued their report on
February 25, 1981. Mr. Mehltretter reacted favorably to the report. Immanuel con-
gregation felt compelled to file an appeal to the commission report on July 13,
1981. A second Commission of Review was therefore chosen by the visitors of the
West Central and Pacific Coast confercnces according to By-Law 6, D, of the Consti-
tution which says: '"In the cvent that either party is not satisfied that the case
has been dealt with in a just and scriptural manner by the commission of review, an
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appeal of the case may be filed with the president of the Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession. The president of the Church of the Lutheran Confession is then to ask two
visitors of the synod to appoint the second commission of review. This commission

is to be composed of two pastors and one layman from other conferences of the Church
of the Lutheran Confession ..." This commission completed its first report the lat-
ter part of February, 1982,

All the pertinent documents will be turned over to the Floor Committee on
Doctrine to determine what further should be done, if necessary. However, a sup-
plementary report will be submitted after meetings are completed today with the
parties involved.

Colloquy

A colloquy was requested with our Board of Doctrine by Pastor George Price
of Naples, FL, for the purpose of entering the ministry of the CLC. Pastor Price,
formerly of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, then of the Federation for Auth-
entic Lutheranism, and then of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, withdrew from the
last named synod. It became apparent during the colloquy that he and the members
of his Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Naples, had withdrawn from the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod for reasons other than doctrine. His request for membership in the
CLC was therefore denied.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

It is not possible for any of us to separate our life into two parts, the
one religious and the other secular. We cannot think and act as Christians in mat-
ters that pertain to religion, while we look at all other things in life from a secu-
lar point of view. Life is a unit, and whatever we do affects us for time and eter-
nity. Therefore there is only one true education which prepares us for this life
and the life to come, and that is a Christian education. Thank God that we are all
intent on giving a Christian education to the children of our congregations and of
our CLC.

Christian Day Schools

Throughout the brief history of our CLC there has been a slow, but steady
increase in the number of our Christian day schools. When the 1981-82 school year
closed, we had 18 schools with a total enrollment of 503 children. One of those
schools was new, namely, Bethel Lutheran School, Spring, Texas, which began in the
fall of 1981. This fall another new school will open its doors, bringing our total
to 19. That will be Gethsemane Lutheran School in Saginaw, Michigan. The struggle
to maintain a Christian day school in these days of inflation and unemployment is
great, but the benefits are even greater. May the Lord continue to lead our con-
gregations to give high priority to the Christian training of their children through
whatever agency they may use, but especially by opening more and more Christian day
schools.

We are pleased that the Board of Education has prepared a brief history of
the CLC for our schools entitled, This is Your Church.

Immanuel Lutheran Collegg

It should be self-evident to all of us that the purpose of Immanuel Lutheran
High School, College and Seminary is higher than the mere transmitting of Christian
knowledge to our young people. This school stands here because of Christ's com-
mand to proclaim the Gospel for the salvation of souls. Year after year members
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of our church body contribute thousands of dollars for the maintenance of this place
of learning, besides their gifts for mission work and for their own local congrega-
tional operating costs, They do so willingly and without grudging.

Maintaining ILC is necessary for our church body. Workers must be trained
who are apt to teach, and who can hold fast the faithful Word as they have been
taught, that they may be able by sound doctrine to convince the gainsayers, Where
nothing is done to educate ministers of the Gospel, the church cannot expect to
grow,

The overall purpose of our school will always be to make known the Gospel of
God's saving grace to sinners. Our God is glorified through this very effort. It
is His will that all men be saved and come unto the knowledge of the truth. Let us
not hesitate to do all we can to support and promote this school of higher learning.

If one thing is evident from the report of the president of ILC and from
the chairman of the Board of Regents, it is the financial problem that presently
plagues our school. When our budgetary offerings do not meet the needs of the
school, and when enrollment declines, ILC faces difficult days. We then tend to
look around at other private schools to see how they are faring. We are tempted
to compare our school with other religious and non-religious schools, most of
which are much larger than ours and have a different purpose from ours. When we
see how they turn to industry and manufacturing companies to appeal for aid, we may
be tempted to consider the same solution.

We do not want to ask the business world to support our school. It was not
founded by the general public or by business organizations, and does not primarily
serve them. It was founded by Immanuel Lutheran congregation of Mankato, was taken
over by the CLC, and has the specific purpose of serving our church by educating
those who wish to enter the teaching and preaching ministry. It is a school devel-
oped and promoted by members of the CLC. It has faithfully served our church body,
and we can be sure that the support it needs will continue to come from our members
who want to do the Lord's work.

We know that some colleges in our country have endowment funds. These are
funds that provide permanent support for the college. We do not have such invested
funds from which to operate our college. But we do have something much more reli-
able, namely, the interest and loyalty of our CLC members, who know that this is
their school to which they look for pastors, teachers, and dedicated laymen, and
out of faithfulness to the Lord, keep it going. They do this even in days of infla-
tion and low enrollments. Our CLC members are business people, farmers, laborers,
housewives, etc., who remember ILC in their prayers and with their offerings. This
is an endowment far better than any other could possibly be. During the 1981-82
fiscal year that just ended, it cost us $386 per day to operate Immanuel Lutheran
College. The amount to continue its operation in this 1982-83 fiscal year will
come as it has in the past, envelope by envelope, dollar by dollar, Sunday by Sun-
day. It will come as a blessed fruit of faith to the honor and glory of our God
and for the salvation of many sinners.

MISSIONS

The Apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Rome: BRETHREN, MY HEART'S DE-
STRE AND PRAYER TO COD FOR ISRAEL IS THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED (Romans 10:1). It
was the desire Paul's heart that his fellow Jews should not die in their sins,
but have eternal life through faith in Christ. This matter deeply troubled Paul,
even to the cxtent that he said: FOR T COULD WISH THAT MYSELF WERE ACCURSED FROM
CHRTST FOR MY BRETHREN, MY KINSMEN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH (Romans 9:3).
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What a tremendous concern for souls filled the heart of the Apostle Paull
His own fellow Jews made life miserable for him. They persecuted him for the Gos-
pel's sake, so that he carried in his body the scars from many beatings. Humanly
speaking, it would seem that he would have been glad if the Jews had received what
they rightly deserved, namely, eternal damnation. But that was not the spirit of
his heart. He urged them to believe in Christ and willingly suffered for their
sakes that they should be saved. We need to learn that spirit, the spirit of evan-
gelism. Often we are awkward in speaking of our blessings in Christ. We need to
strengthen, encourage and teach one another to speak freely of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As we meet here in this 15th convention it will be said that we lack manpower
and finances to do more mission work. It will also be said that there isn't even
a one dollar raise in salary for our missionaries and professors included in the
proposed budget. Where are our priorities? We do not wish to make light of the
financial support that the members have been giving for the Lord's work. We know
that many of them faithfully contribute for this work. They even send their offer-
ings to church when they must miss services on a given Sunday. Our members have
been giving generously and faithfully. But there is more that every one of us can
do.

During the 1981-82 fiscal year, it cost us §300 per day to operate our mission
program. Is that the best we can do? Let all of us, pastors, teachers, and laymen,
get busy in our own communities, telling sinners of Jesus. Let us ask the Lord to
help us rise to a new level of mission zeal, contributing more generously than ever
for this important work.

Nigeria

As the end of Patrick Udo's schooling draws near, our thoughts for Nigeria
are stirred. We have great hopes for the work he will carry on in his homeland as
a member of the Nigerian Church of the Lutheran Confession. It has been our privi-
lege to provide him with the schooling he needs for the Gospel work in Nigeria. May
the Lord keep him faithful to the truth of His Word and use him to the eternal sal-
vation of many souls. Let us follow him with our prayers and do all that we can to
carry out the proposals that the Board of Missions has for Nigeria. Patrick Udo
will address us during one of the sessions of this convention.

OTHER BUSINESS

Constitution

The Standing Constitution Committee has several changes to recommend to this
convention in By-Law 6 of the Constitution, the by-law that deals with the right of
appeal (pages 16-18).

By-law 18 of the Constitution defines the geographic areas of our conferen-
ces. The congregations in Colorado, New Mexico, and Wyoming hald a separate dele-
gate conference on May 31, 1982, and found it advantageous for them to meep apart
from the other congregations that are located chiefly in Nebraska and the Dakotas.
They therefore request approval by the convention to allow this arrangement in the
future.

Appointments

During the biennium the following appointments were made:

Pastor John Johannes was appointed to the Board of Missions to fill the vacan-
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cy created by the resignation of Pastor L. D. Redlin.

Pastor Leland Grams was appointed to the Board of Trustees to fill the vacan-
cy created by the resignation of Pastor Marvin Eibs.

A Tax Help Committee was appointed to make our congregations and clergy more
aware of tax breaks available to them by law., The committee members are Mr. Albert
Sippert, Mankato, MN; Mr., Ed Hasse, Nicollet, MN; and Pastor Carl Thurow, Austin, MN.

In keeping with resolutions adopted at our 1980 convention, the following
three committees were appointed:

Equalization Committee: Mr. Victor Grahn, Coloma, MI; Pastors John Johan-
nes, David Schierenbeck, James Sandeen,

Committee for the Relief of the Poor: Mr. Richard McGeorge, Pierre, SD; Mr.
Everett Murch, Jamestown, ND; Pastors Robert Mackensen and Wayne Mielke.

Committee on a Residential Home for the Aged: Mr. Raymond Roth, Spring, TX;
Pastors Arvid Gullerud, Paul F. Nolting, Gene Rutz.

Congregations Dissolved

The following congregations have dissolved since our last convention, and the
members in some cases have transferred to other nearby congregations of the CLC:

Trinity Lutheran Church, Broomfield, CO.
Grace Lutheran Church, McIntosh, NM,
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Neenah, WI.

Printed Memorials

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church of Loveland, CO, has submitted a memorial
suggesting that the professors of Immanuel Lutheran College be given the opportunity
for a one year sabbatical leave to renew first-hand experience with pastoral prob-
lems and congregational concerns.

The pastor and two members of Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Spring, TX,
submitted a memorial concerning suspension from communion, especially of someone
involved in a fraternal benefit society.

OQur Savior's Lutheran Church, Jamestown, ND, submitted a memorial urgently
requesting help for congregations located in states that require state certified
teachers in their Christian day schools, since present ILC graduates do not quali-
fy to teach in their schools,

The members of the Pacific Coast Pastoral Conference have submitted a memori-
al requesting that efforts be made to enter into doctrinal discussions with the Wis-
consin Evangelical Lutheran Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

Unprinted Memorials

Members of the West-Central Delegate Conference have submitted a memorial re-
questing that this convention consider undertaking mission work in India.

Professor James Pelzl has submitted a memorial requesting a reconsideration
of the approach presently being used in setting up the CLC budget, specifically
its priorities.















































































































































































































