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UP = Unexcused Part time; *

GONVENTION DELEGATES

Key: P = Present; X = Excused; XP = Excused Part time; U = Unexcused;
= Affiliated Congregation; #* = A Con-

gregation Accepted Into Voting Membership At This Convention;
%% = Preaching Station.

Congregations:

T:

10.

1.

12

13.

14,

ALASKA . Fedek

. ARIZONA,

. COLORADO,

FLORIDA,

| DAHO,

ILLINOIS,

MICH1GAN,

Phoenix - Holy Cross.

Hayward (San Francisco - Bay Area
East) - St. Stephen

San Francisco (Bay Area West) =~
St. Stephen

Broomfield = Trinity.

Denver - St. Luke's.

Léamar - Mt. Olive

Winter Haven = Immanuel..

Orofino - Peace .

Addison (Chicago) = Immanuel.

Ketchikan - Ketchikan Lutheran Mission .

. CALIFORNIA,Canoga Park (Los Angeles) and San Diego Delegates
Servant of Christ

**Chocolay Twp. - Good Shepherd (Marquette)Delegate

Coloma - Faith

Detroit = Mt. Zion .

Marquette - Calvary.

Saginaw - Gethsemane .

Delegates ___

Pastor P_

Delegates__ P :

X

Pastor P :

P A

X

Pastor xP :

DelBgates _P :

Pastor :E::

Delegates _P :

B

Pastor _p_:
Delegates X

SE) X

Pastor _P_:

Deiegates XP_ :

X

Pastor XP_

Delegates _P :

Pastor _R_:

Delegates _P :

P

Teacher P _:

Pastor _P :

. Delegates __:

Pastor ____—P__:

Delegates XP_

XP_

Pastor XP_

-t

2B

Pastor _P_

.Delegates Pigs

P

Teacher _Pp

Pastor _P_

. Delegates _P_

Pastor :EE:

.Delegates _ | :

=l

Pastor _Pp:

.Delegates XP:

Pastor _p

['U

: Waldemar Schuetze

John Mockenhaupt

Norbert Reim
Ron Blackwelder

Arvid Gullerud
George Riek

Paul Schaller
Don Dréws

Chris Holt
Rollin Reim

Dean Lundeen
Chas. Templeton
Garrett B. Frank
Fred Brethauer
Douglas Tiefel

: Victor Tiefel

Paul Bentrup

Robert Mackensen
Richard Kuehne
Fred Abel

Henry Hasse

Paul Gurgel

H. E. Rutz

: Merrill Wuerch
: Scott Wuerch
: Douglas Libby

Chas. Gutzman

: Wm.Dorow/J.Schal
: Walter Schaller

Ray Broz
Edwin Birdsley

: Timothy Koch
: James Sandeen
5. E. Hellatid

John Klatt

: Walter Schaller
: Karl Brandle

David Schierenbe



(e Sister Lakes - Redeemer . . . . Delegates _P_: Don Romeo
_P_: Otto Garrett
Pastor: P @ Paul Tiefel, Jdr.
18. Stambaugh - St, Peter's ., ., . . Delegates _P : Paul Tiefel, Sr.
B Adhert Heisel
Pastor B .: Es H. Rutz
19. MINNESOTA,Austin - St, Paul's . . . ., . . Delegates _P : Melvin Eichstadt

P : Cariton Thomson
Teacher P : Leif Olmanson
Pastor P : Carl Thurow

20. Detroit Lakes - Mt, Olive . . . Delegates _U_ :
U
Pastor _P : Clarence Hanson
2154 Eagle Lake - Salem. . . . . . . Delegates XP_: David Gullerud

P . Terry Reeve
Pastor P : Robert List

22, Fridley (Minneapolis) = Grace . Delegates _P_: David Rust
XP_: Larry Nelson
Pastor ___: Vacant
23, Inver Grove Heights (St. Paul). Delegates XP_: Douglas Bester
Berea XP_: Benno Sydow
Pastor _P_: Paul F, Larsen
24, Mankato = Immanuel . . , . . . Delegates F : Richard Lueck

P : Dennis Wendland
Teachers XP : Dean Carstensen
X : Peul R, Eserhut
XP : John Gurgel
P : Robert Mehltretter
Gene Schreyer
Pastor P : Robert Reim

25, Montevideo - Christ . . . . . ., Delegates _X °
.

Pastor _P_: Marvin H, Eibs

26. Morris - Bethel . . . . ., . . . Delegates _X : Donald DeGier

AP : Steve Molter
Pastor P : Elton Hallauer
2 New Ulm - Faith . . . . . . . . Delegates XP_: Don Engel
XP : Wiliiam Engel
P . H, Neisen
Pastor _P : Gilbert Sydow
28. Nicollet - Faith . . . . . . . Delegates XP_: Howard Strege
XP : Edwin Hasse
Fastor _X : Keith Olmanson
29. Okabena = St. John's . ., . . , Delzgates XP_: Dennis Ahrens
XF : Darvin Soleta
Pastor P : Robert Wehrwein
30. #***Parker's Prairie - Peace . . . Delegates Erhard Meyer

Paztor _P : Elton Hallauer
A Ponsford = St, Paul's . . . ., . Delegates _P_: Stanley Kleman

Pastor P : Clarence Hanson
32 Red Wing = Our Redeemer's ., ., . Delegates _P : Elmer Fitschen
XP : Duane Duden
Teacher XP : Walter Priebe
Pastor P : David Lau
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50.

MISSOURI,

MONTANA,

NEBRASKA,

NEW
MEX 1CO,

NORTH
CAROLINA,

NORTH
DAKOTA,

SOUTH
CAROLINA,

SOUTH
DAKOTA,

Rochester = St., Peter's ., .,

Sanborn = Faith .

Sleepy Eye + Grace.

Ballwin (St. Louis) = Faith .

Missoula = Holy Trinity .
Thedford =

Immanuel

Valentine = Grace .

McIntosh = Grace .

#**Hendersonville = Living Word .

Jamestown = Our Savior's.

West Columbia = Holy Trinity.

Aberdeen = Church of the.

Lutheran Confession

Bowdle - Redeemer . . ,

Estelline = Zion

Faulkton = First Lutheran .

Firesteel = Grace , . .

Hecla = Prince of Peace , .

Ilpswich = Zion o G4 %
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: Vacant
: Delbert Rutz

Roy Weber

; Marvin H. Eibs

: W, Messerschmidt
: Nieman Schwartz

George Barthels
Norman Harms

: Vance Fossum

L. G, Bernthal

: Alvo Crawford

Lucien Andrews

: David Baker

: Jackson Mayhew
: Don Ohlmann

: Daniel Gurgel

: David Baker

Ralph Daugherty

Ralph Schaller

Fred Archer

: Everett Murch

Paul Peda

: Theodore Thurow

Paul Fleischer
Sease
Raymond White
Paul F. Nolting
Gerald Rutz
Bennett Olmanson

: Norman Greve

: Wayne Mielke

Richard McGeorge
Leonard Wiesner
Vernon Greve

Leland Grams

David Koenig
Allen Hansen
Marvin Hansen
Norman Greve

Herbert Wockenfuss

Leland Grams



51.

b2.

53.

5h4.

55.

56. TEXAS,

57.

58.

59. WASHINGTON,

60.

61.

62,

63. WISCONSIN,

6lh.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Lemmon = St, Luke's .

Mission - Peace .

Watertown = Trinity .

White River = St.

Winner - St. Paul's .

“*Austin = Reformatioun.

Corpus Christi = Zion .

Paul 's,

Spring (Houston) = Bethel

Alderwood Manor (Seattle) .

Clarkston = St, John's.

Spokane =~ Gethsemane

Spokane = Trinity .

Cambridge = Faith .

Eau Claire = Messiah.

Fond du Lac = Luther Memorial

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
Pelegates

Teacher
Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
Delegates

Teachey
Pastor

. Delegates

Teacher
Pastor

Hales Corners (Milwaukee) = Messiah. Deleg.

Markesan = Faith.

Middleton (Madison)
Peace Thru Christ

Pastor
Delegates

Teacher
Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
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IX

: Daniel
: John B,

ol
N l I-.

Kurt Storm

: Emil Hofer
: David Koenig

Gary Kalblinger

Bruce Wales

: Edmund Klatt
: Vernon Fuerstenau
: Alvin Sieg

Vernon Greve

: Roy Fuerst

Bruce Wales

: Sandy Swedland

Ray Eilers

: Mark Gullerud
: Hugh Pillsbury

Fleischer
Fisher

George Cothran
Daniel Fleischer

: Matthias Borck

L. Daie Redlin
Fritz Peterson

Bertram Naumann
Gary McGlothen
Rowe Lowary

. H. E. Rutz

Albert Gebhardt
Richard Clark

: John Schierenbeck

fvan Zarling

2 Meade WItE

Harold Wagner
Herman Bratz
John Johannes

: James Gullerud

Roger Lentz
LeRoy Hulke
L. W, Schierenbeck

Norman Gurath
Gerhardt Mueller
John Pfeiffer, V.P,
Ken Braun

: W, Bernthal

: John K, Pfeiffer

: Clarence Bush

: Theodore Quade, Jr.
: David F, Lueck

Egbert Albrecht
Bruce Templeton
John Hubshman

: John Johannes



70.

69. Millston = Trinity. . . . . . . . Delegates XP_: Virgil Nemitz
X
Pastor _P : Mark Bernthal
70. Neenah -~ Bethlehem . . . . . . ., Delegates _P_: Nolan Schmidt
X
Pastor P : Theodore Barthels
T Onalaska =~ St. Mark's . . . . . . Delegates P : Milton Meyer
X _:
Pastor P _: Arthur E. Schulz
72. Stoddard =« St, Luke's . . . . . . Delegates _P : Oscar Stellner
_P_: Ralph Proksch
Pastor P : Arthur E. Schulz
73. WYOMING, Cheyenne =~ Redeemer . . . . . . . Delegates P : Larry Dassow
P : Lowell Kolb
Pastor _P_: Michael Sydow

I1. Clergy =~ Without Congregations:

1, _P_ Buck, Michael D, 8. _P_ Pelzl, James
2, _P_ Dommer, Robert 9. _P_ Radtke, Gordon
3. P Gullerud, €, M, 10. _P_ Rehm, Robert
39 P Gurgel, Roland 11. _P_ Roehl, Ronald
¥ Koch, Paul R, 12, _P_ Ude, John

6. _P_‘Huehne, Ctifford 13. _P_ Weis, Mark
7+ _P_ Lau,; John

I11. Clergy = Emeriti:
1. _P_ Galstad, Martin L, P_Witt, Herbert
2. ___ Garbrecht, Martin 5. _X_Duehlmeier, H. C.
3. X Groeschel, Max

NOTE: Committee #6 presented the following Convention statistics and remarks:

Present Excused Excused Unexcused
Full time Part time Full time
Pastors 50 5 I 1
Pastors Emeriti 2 2 1
Clergy without
congregations 12 1

Teachers ih b 3
Lay Delegates _69 2L 20 il

147 34 26

We are happy to note that the number of lay delegates has increased over
the last Convention.

We also note that some delegates have sacrificed vacation time and even
wages to represent their congregations.

However, we further note with great concern and regret the continued
lack of lay representation on the part of certain congregations. Our concern
is the greater since the absentees appear regularly to ignore the courtesy
of providing the convention with any form of excuse. In addition to being a
part of good order, it is essential to the well~being of our body that as
complete representation as possible be achieved.

To this end, BE IT RESOLVED, that we ask the respective conference
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3 kS ™
visitors to convey to these congregations our grave conceérn and our deep
interest in their participation in future CLC conventions.

We also ask that pastors or retired pastors and teachers inform them that
they ought also to submit excuses if they are unable to be present.

CONVENTJON FLOOR COMMITTEES

Committee #1: Doctrine

Prof. Clifford Kuehne, Chﬁ,

Pastor Michael Sydow, Secy.

Pastor Marvin Eibs

Pastor Clarence Hansen

Pastor Douglas Libby

Pastor Ralph Schaller

Pastor M, J. Witt

Teacher LeRoy Hulke

Teacher Gerhardt Mueller
Faith=Cambridge: Harold Wagner
Faith=Nicollet: Edwin Hafise

Faith=St., Louis: Norman Harms
Immanuel=Addison: Scott Wuerch
Immanuei=Winter Haven: Fred Abel

Luther Memoriai=Fond du Lac: Don Eserhut
Peace«Parkers Prairie: Erhart Meyer (advisory)
Redeemer-Cheyenne: Larry Dassow
Reformation=Austin, TX: Hugh Pillsbury

Servant of Christ-Los Angeles: Ron Blackwelder

St. Lukes~Stoddard: Oscar Stellner

St. Paul's~Austin, MN: Carlton Thomson

Committee #2: President's Message,
and Report, Publications, CLC Book House

Pastor L, Dale Redlin, Chm,

Pastor John Schierenbeck, gg%y

Pastor Garrett Frank

Pastor James Sandeen

Pastor R. E., Wehrwein

Prof. Ronald Roehl

Teacher Daniel Gurgel

Teacher Robert Mehltretter

Faith~Col¢ma: Edwin Birdsley

Faith=Markesan: Clarence Bush

Holy Cross=Phoenix: John Mockenhaupt

Messiah=Eau Claire: Roger Lentz

Redeemer=Cheyenne: Lowell Kolb

Salem~-Eagle Lake: Terry Reeve

St. John's~Okabena: Darvin Soleta

St. Paul's-Ponsford: Stanley Kleman

St. Peter's=-Stambaugh: Aibert Heisel

Committee #3: Immanuel Lutheran College
Pastor John Pfeiffer, Chm.

Teacher Henry Hasse, Secy.

Pastor Mark Bernthal

Pastor Daniel Fleischer

Pastor Norman Greve
Pastor Robert Reim
Pastor H. E. Rutz
Teacher Leif Olmanson
Teacher Gene Schreyer
Bethel=Spring: Matthias Borck
Grace-Mc Intosh: Ralph Daugherty
immanuel~=Addison: Merrill Wuerch
Immanuei-Mankato: Richard Lueck
Luther Memorial«Fond du Lac:
Norman Gurath
Mt., Zion=Detroit: Sherry Holland
Our Redeemer's=Red Wing:
Elmer Fitschen
Peace Thru Christ=Middleton:
Bruce Templeton
St. Stephen=-San Francisco West:
Don Drews
Zion-Estelline: Richard McGeorge
Committee #4: Missions
Pastor Elton Hallauer, Chm.
Pastor Arthur Schulz, Secy.
Pastor Mark Gullerud
Pastor Rollin Reim
Pastor E. H., Rutz
Pastor Victor Tiefel
Faith=Coloma: Ray Broz
Faith=Markesan: Theodore Quade,Jr.
Grace=Fridley: David Rust
Grace=Valentine: Jackson Mayhew
St. Johns=Clarkston:Gary McGlothan
St. Stephen-San Francisco East:
George Riek
Salem=Eagie Lake: David Gullerud
Trinity=Miliston: Virgil Nemitz
Zion=!pswich: Herbert Wockenfuss

Committee #5: Finances

Prof. Roiand Gurgel, Chm.
Pastor Paul Tiefel, Jr., Secy.
Pastor Vance Fossum

Pastor Leland Grams

Pastor L, W. Schierenbeck
Pastor Herbert Witt

Prof. Robert Dommer



Teacher David Lueck

Berea=Inver Grove Heights: Benno Sydow
Good Shepherd~Chocolay Twp.: Wm. Dorrow
Immanuel-Mankato: Dennis Wendland
Messiah=flales Corners: Ken Braun

Our Redeemer=Red Wing: Duane Duden

Our Savior's=Jamestown: Everett Murch

Peace Thru Chyist=Middieton: John Hubschman
Redemption~Alerwood Manor: Fritz Peterson

St., Luke's~Lemmon: Emil Hoffer

St., Stephen=San Francisco West: Chris Holt

Committee #6: Membership, Credentials,
Excuses, Ratification of Visitors,
Next Cenvention, Miscellaneous

Pastor John Johannes, Chm.

Pastor John Klatt, Secy.

Pastor Theodore Barthels

Pastor David Koenig

Pastor David Lau

Pastor Gilbert Sydow

Prof. Michael Buck

Prof. James Peizl

Bethel=Morris: Steve Molter

Bethlehem=~Neenah: Nolan Schmidt

Faith-Sanborn: Delbert Rutz

Grace=Fridley: Larry Nelson

Gethsemane~Saginaw: Karl Brandle

Holy Trinity=West Columbia: T. A, Sease

Peace~Mission: Gary Kalblinger

Trinity=Denver: Dean Lundeen

Committee #7: Marriage and Polygamy,
Memorials on AAL, Catechism, Book
of Concord Anniversary

Prof. John Lau, Chm.

Pastor Paul W. Schalier, Secy.

Pastor David P, Baker

Pastor Paul Fleischer

Pastor Paul F. Larsen

Pastor David Schierenbeck

Prof. Gordon Radtke

Prof. [Robert Rehm

Teacher Walter Priebe

Berea~inver Grove Heights: Douglas Bester

Faith=New Ulm: William Engel

Good Shepherd, Chocolay Twp.:Charles Gutzman

Grace=Sleepy Eye: Wilbert Messerschmidt

Hope~Aberdeen: Bennett Olmanson
Messiah-Hales Corners: W. Bernthal
Mt. Olive~Lamar: Paul F. Bentrup

Our Savior's~Jamestown: Paul G. Peda
Redeemer=~Sister Lakes: Don Romeo

St. Luke's=Denver: Fred Brethauer
St, Luke's=Lemmon: Kurt Storm

St. Mark's=0Onalaska: Milton A. Meyer
Trinity=Spokane: lvan Zarling
Trinity=Watertown: Vernon Fuerstenau

Committee #8: Board of Education and
Constitutional |tems

Pastor Robert Mackensen, Chm,

Teacher Theodore Thurow, Secy.

Pastor Arvid Gullerud

Pastor Verncon Greve

Pastor Wayne Mielke

Pastor Waldemar Schuetze

Faith=Nicollet: Howard Strege

Faith=Sanborn: Roy Weber

Holy Trinity~W. Columbia: Raymond White

Immanuel-Winter Haven: Richard Kuehne

St. Luke's=Stoddard: Ralph Proksch

St. Peter's=Stambaugh: Payl Tiefel, Sr.

Trinity-Denver: Charles Templeton

Committee #9: Nominations

Pastor Paul F, Nolting=Eastern Confer.
Pastor G. Sydow-Minnesota Confer.
Pastor M. J. Witt=Pacific Coast Confer.
Pastor L. Grams-West Central Confer.
Pastor John Pfeiffer=Wisconsin Confer.

Committee #10: Elections

Pastor Walter Schaller, Chm.

Pastor Paul Gurgel

Pastor Paul F, Nolting (advisory)
Pastor Bruce Wales

Teacher Timothy Koch

Faith=New Ulm: Henry Neisen
Grace~Sieepy Eye: Nieman Schwartz
Hope~Aberdeen: Gerald Rutz
Messiah~Eau Claire: James Gullerud
Redeemer=Sister Lakes: Otto Garrett
St. John's=0Okabena: Dennis Ahrens
Trinity-Watertown: Edmund Klatt

St. Paul's=Austin,MN: Melvin Eichstadt

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF THE CONVENTION

Consultants: Pres. Egbert Albrecht - General and Press Representative
Prof. C. M. Gulierud ~ Board of Doctrine and [LC
Pastor Bertram Naumann = Board of Trustees
Pastor Norbert Reim = Nigerian Affairs
Pastor Carl Thurow = Board of Missions
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Convention Reporter: Prof, Paul Koch
Chaplain: Pastor Fred Archer

Speakers: Pastor Ralph Schaller = Convention Communion Service
Pastor L. W. Schierenbeck =~ Memorial Service

Liturgist: Pastor Bertram Naumann
Organist: Prof. Robert Dommer

Essayists: WE WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUBSCRIBE TO THE LUTHERAN BOOK OF CONCORD==
I, As a People Enlightened by the Holy Spirit.
Mr, Marlin Beekman
Il. As Believers Who Must Oppgse All Erfor,
Prof. Gordon Radtke
111, As Pastors and Teachers Who Have the Sacred Call to
Minister God's Saving Truth,
Pastor David Lau

REPORT OF COMMITTEE #6: MEMBERSHIP, CREDENTIALS, EXCUSES, RATIFICATION OF
VISITORS, MISCELLANEQUS MATTERS

I. Expression of Thanks

For organizing an orderly and edifying convention, be it resolved that we
express thanks:

to the presidium and the moderator;

to the essayists, chaplain and service speakers;

to the ILC administration for housing us so reasonably and well;

to the women who worked long hours that we might be properly fed;

to those who typed and duplicated the material prepared by the floor
committees;

to all others who have done the many little things that kept the
convention running smoothly,

Il. Membership of Pastors and Teachers

The following have declared their agreement with the Constitution of the
CLC, (specificaliy its doctrinal position and the order which is to be follow=
ed). The committee on membership recommends that they be accepted as voting
members of the CLC:

Pastors: Bruce Wales Teachers: Theodore Quade
Robert List Daniel Gurgel

I'11. Membership of Congregations

On the basis of the recommendation of the Standing Constitution Committee
the committee on membership recommends that the following congregations be
accepted into membership in the CLC:

Reformation Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas
Living Word Lutheran Church, ‘Hendersonville, North Carolina
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Marquette, Michigan
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We encourage the albove congregations to make the changes in
matters of order and procedure as have been suggested by the Standing

Constitution Committee,

IV, Ratification of Conference Visitors

Whereas the following pastors have been elected by their respective
conferences, we recommend ratification of these elections:

Pastor Paul F, Nolting, Eastern Conference
Pastor John Pfeiffer, Wisconsin Conference
Pastor Gilbert Sydow, Minnesota Conference
Pastor Leland Grams, West Central Conference
Pastor M. J, Witt, Pacific Coast Conference

V. Memorial from Servant of Christ, Los Angeles, regarding Christian Witnessing
for the 1979 CLC General Pastoral Conference

We recommend that the President of the CLC take this request under
advisement when setting up the agenda for the 1979 CLC General Pastoral
Conference.

VI, Next Convention

We recommend that the next convention of the CLC be set for July 14=18,
1980, at Immanuel Lutheran College, Eau Claire, WI.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE #6 = ADOPTED AS PRINTED

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AND REPORT

1t pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
I Corinthians 1:21

We believe that ''foolishness' which God uses to save sinners. It is the glo-
rious Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This '"foolishness of preaching'' is the
bond that unites us in the Church of the Lutheran Confession; it is the purpose for
which we have gathered here in this convention, All of our discussions and all of
our resolutions have no other purpose than to promote this ''foolishness of preaching."

From the third chapter of Genesis to the end of the Book of Revelation one sad
truth repeats itself page after page in endless ways. It is the truth that by the
transgression of Adam all men have become sinners. There is not a just man upon
earth that doeth good and sinneth not. Death and eternal damnation have become our
rightful lot. But there is also another truth that runs happily through all the
pages of Scripture. It is the good news that God has forgiven us all our sins for
Jesus' sake, Paul calls this good news the ''foolishness of preaching.'

When sin corrupted our first parents in body and soul, it also began its malig=
nant spread through the whole human race. It alienated every one of us from our
Creator, made 'us proud in our own conceits, and left us dogmed to eternal damnation.
By nature we hate the Law of God because it condemns our transgressions when it says:
''Cursed is everyone who continueth not in all things which are written in the book

of the law to do them.'' (Galatians 3:10) We want no part of the Gospel because it
leaves no room for any righteousness of our own, for it says: God "justifieth
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the ungodly,'" (Romans 4:5), and ''Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by
faith watﬁout the deeds of the law." (Romans 3:28)

When the Holy Spirit, however, smites the conscience of a sinner with the Law,
letting him feel its accusing and condemning force, there is nothing the sinner can
do but despair. He suddenly realizes that all of his own righteousness is in fact
unrighteousness resembling filthy rags; that all his hope of standing before God on
his own merits is demolished; that he is a lost and condemned sinner, facing the
terror of hell’'s outer darkness with its weeping and gnashing of teeth., Without
hope or comfort he does not know where to turn,

It is for such that the Gospel is intended. When the Holy Spirit then comes to
the despairing sinner and announces the good news that all his sins have been for=
given for Jesus' sake, that Gospel is 1ike the refreshing dew of heaven falling
upon parched earth. The announcement: ''Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven,"
then becomes the most blessed comforting truth there is. To such the Gospel is no
longer foolishness, but it is the wisdom of God and the power of God unto salvation.
The Holy Ghost''uses the Gospel to bring us to know Jesus as our Savior, creates in
our heart a longing for the salvation that Jesus has earned for sinners, and leaves
that salvation in our heart as a most treasured possession. This He has done in
each of us, We believe that ''foolishness'' which God uses to save sinners,

It is this same Gospel that unites us in the Church of the Lutheran Confession
and is the basis for all that we do here. This is the Gospel that we preach in all
of our pulpits; and teach in all of our classrooms. We are determined not to know
anything except Jesus Christ and Him crucified,

In this thirteenth convention of our Church of the Lutheran Confession we
shall consider and act upon reports on doctrine, mission work, education, publica=-
tions. Doctrine must always engage our convention time and effort, for unless we
are careful to preserve for ourselves the pure Gospel and all the teachings of God's
Word, we shall have nothing to bring to others who are still lost in sin. We must
retain the Truth and reject all error, What success or joy could there be in our
mission work if through neglect or indifference to the Truth our teachings became
corrupted with false doctrine? What would we have to offer the heathen if we have
lost the Truth ourselves? We must always give as much attention to the preservation
of our faith as we do to our effort of awakening faith in the hearts of those who
do not know the ''foolishness of preaching.'

This means that we must make sure that the preaching from our pulpits, the
teaching in our classrooms, and the articles printed in our publications all speak
the same thing. There is only one Truth., It never changes. No new message of sal-
vation will ever be given by God as long as this world stands. What our Immanuel
Lutheran College students learn day by day on this campus: what dur people hear in
their churches throughout the church year; and what our readers find in the Lutheran
Spokesman and the Journal of Theology is the one, final, and only saving Truth.

Our name commits us before the world to be‘?éithfu] to this Truth, When the
delegates to the first convention of our Church of the Lutheran Confession met, they
chose a name that reflected the attitude and spirit of Magtin Luther, who established
the Reformation on these principles==Scripture Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone. God
used Luther to expose and correct the errors of Rome, to reach across the centuries
and grasp the hand of the Apostle Paul, and to stand with the early Christians-=
'steadfast in the apaitles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and

in prayer.'" That bond which united Luther with Ragl and those early Chrisians is
still intact among us. This blessing we must ever cherish and protect by our constant




and careful concern for the Truth.

Our name was intended also to show that we faithfully adhere to the Confessions
of the Lutheran Church, Our Savior has told us to be ready always to give an answer
to those who ask about the hope that is in us. We are to do so privately and pub-
licly, We may not turn the world upside down with our testimony as Paul and Silas
did with their preaching; we may not lose our life as Stephen did when he boldly
confessed Jesus before the Sanhedrin; we may not display the strength that our Lu-
theran forefathers showed when they stood before Emperor Charles V and the leaders
of Europe at Augsburg, Germany in 1530, but we must give our testimony to the world
with all the courage and conviction the Lord gives us,

Our Lutheran ancestors in 1580 placed into the Book of Concord their testimony
to the Truth. They set forth their Confessions in the midst of strife and contro-
versy and surrounded them with many prayers. They handed these Confessions down
to us to be our cherished testimony before the worid. They lived by them and were
willing to die for them, since the Lutheran Confessions are a true exposition of
God's holy Word, Today we subscribe to these same Confessions through the constitu=
tions of our congregations and of our Church of the Lutheran Confession. We endorse
the true doctrines they set forth in their theses, and we reject the errors that
they exposed and condemned in their antitheses.

The theme of this 1978 convention is: WE WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUBSCRIBE TO THE
LUTHERAN BOOK OF CONCORD ==

1. As a people enlightened by the Holy Spirit;

2. As believers who must oppose all error;

3. As pastors and teachers who have the sacred call to
minister God's saving Truth.

These three facets of our wholehearted subscription will be presented in three es=
says by a layman, a professor, and a pastor, in that order, May our appreciation
for the Confessions of our Lutheran Church be renewed through this study, and may
the '"foolishness of preaching'' be the underlying motivation for all that we say and
do as we hear reports of what God did among us during the past two years, and apply
ourselves to the work that is now before us.

MATTERS OF DOCTRINE

The Third Use of the Law

The controversy that had developed among us over the Third Use of the Law was
settled at our last convention. This settlement stands! Yet, it becomes necessary
to bring the matter before this convention. A brief word of explanation is in place,

It was in our West Central Conference that the dispute arose over whether or
not the Law is to be used to instruct the Christian as to what works are pleasing
to God., Some maintained that the Law with respect to good works instructs the
Christian only to condemn him. Later, word was received from the Japan Church of
the Lutheran Confession supporting this false position. The correspondence that
resulted was turned over to the Committee on Doctrine at the 1976 convention.
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When Pastor Fred Tiefel of Japan visited Wisconsin in July and August of
1977, he informed the president of the Church of the Lutheran Confession that
the Japan Church of the Lutheran Confession found the three points adopted by
the Church of the Lutheran Confession as a settiement of our controversy, un-
acceptable to them, He and his representatives were therefore invited to meet
with our Board of Doctrine and explain their objections to our three points of
settlement. A meeting was held on August 16~17, 1977. Since many of our Church
of the Lutheran Confession pastors were interested in this matter and desired to
attend, they were informed of the meeting, but were reminded that the contro=
versy was settled among us, and that this meeting was not a re=opening of it.

Pastor Fred Tiefel did not explain what the Japan Church of the Lutheran
Confession objected to in our three points, but read an essay entitied, 'The
Work of the Holy Spirit in the Christian Life With Special Reference to Law
and Gospel.' A study of an outiine of Article VI of the Formula of Concord
was also undertaken. After the meeting the chairman of the Board of Doctrine
and the president prepared individual eveluations of the meeting, Both found
that the Japan Church of the Lutheran Confession stil!l insisted that the Third
Use of the Law instructs the Christian only for the sake of condemning him,
This is not the understanding adopted by our convention in 1976, nor is it in
agreement with Article VI cf the Formula of Concord.

At the close of the meeting with Pastor Fred Tiefel, several men of our Church
of the Lutheran Confession, who had been involved in the controversy prior to ]9?6,
declared that they could no longer agree to the three points adopted at our last
convention. They were informed by the president that if they could no lenger agree
to the points of sszttiement, they should in an orderly manner put into writing by
way of a memorial, their objections to the three points,

The Board of Doctrine prepared an evaluation of the meeting for the Japan Church
of the Lutheran Confession cailed, '"'Reactions of the Beard of Doctrine to the Holiday
Inn Discussions on the Third Use of the Law.'' They carefuily summed up the history
of this controversy in the Church of the Lutheran Confession and showed that the
Scriptures and the Lutheran Confeszsions hoth teach that the Holy Spirit uses the Law
not only to condemn the Christian for his failure to keep the Law, but also for in=
structing him as to what works are truly God=pleasing. The Board of Doctrine was
also compellad to say that to teach thai the Law instructs the Christian only to
condemn him is heresy, or false doctrine.

The Board of Doctrine has includaed ite '"Reactions of the Board of Doctrine to
the Holiday Inn Discussions on the Third Use of the Law'' in its report to this con-
vention. The Board of Doctrine haz also declared that a divisive teaching has now
arisen in our midst, These are strong words. |If there are some who are weak in
understanding, and desire instruction, we will patiently instruct them, But if any-
one intends to promote in our Church of the Lutheran Confession the teaching that
the Law instructs the regenerate only to condemn him, then our church body must act
now and remove this divisive doctrine, This matter is extremely serious, since it
involves deeply the ''foolishness of preaching'' to which we are committed,

The controversy over the Third Use of the Law is settled among us. What the
Board of Doctrine has presented again in its report is no different from all that
was stated at the last convention. The delegates in 1976 by a unanimous standing
vote declared that all three points are correct on the basis of Scripture, that
they cover all points of the controversy, and that they constitute a rejection of
all prior statements made to the contrary in the controversy. This stands in
spite of the fact that some objections ars being voiced.
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God requires in 1 Corinthians 1:10 that we be of one mind and one judgment, and
that there be no divisions among us. Let us not violate God's Word or the Confes=
sions of our Lutheran Church by tolerating any teaching that is contrary to our
historic faith, whether it be taught by a professing friend of the Truth or by an
open enemy of God's Word. This is not something we may or may not do, as we wish.

It is something we must do, if we are to be faithful Christians who preach the Gospel
unto the salvation of our own souls as well as of those who hear us.

Our dealings with the Japan Church of the Lutheran Confession will continue in
the orderly manner prescribed by our Constitution, until there is a God~pleasing
resolution of the differences that have arisen between us over the Third Use of the
Law. All of the pertinent information and correspondence will be given into the
hands of Committee #1.

Marriage and Polygamy

Our 1976 convention was unable, for lack of time, to discuss thoroughly and
resolve the questions that had been raised concerning marriage and polygamy. All
~members of our Church of the Lutheran Confession were asked to study this matter,
including our pastoral conferences on the basis of the report of the Committee on
Doctrine which appeared in the 1976 Proceedings. The Convention resolution reminded
everyone that, while this matter was being studied, we reaffirm our historic position
on monogamic marriage, which sets forth marriage as the lifelong union of one man
and one woman unto one flesh, as expressed in our Catechism and liturgic forms.

Iin an effort to help, the president invited six men who he felt were strong
advocates of the two sides of the issue to meet and discuss all phases of it. This
committee met no less than three times and drew up a carefully worded statement that
appears on pages 10=11 of the Prospectus. All of them agreed to this report except
one. We believe that this report will be helpful in the resolution of this problem.

Here, too, oneness is not an optional matter. Marriage is a doctrine of Scrip-
ture., The historic position of the Lutheran Church is that marriage according to
God's Word is to be monogamic., God so established it in the Garden of Eden, re-
affirmed it very clearly in the New Testament, and expects all men to live according=
ly. Our chief concern is how to deal with polygamists who in their spiritual ignor=
ance married more than one wife, but have now come to know God's will in the matter,
and desire to be members of the Nigerian Church of the Lutheran Confession,

This matter will have to be resolved before our Church of the Lutheran Confes=-
sion can send an expatriate into the Nigerian mission field, if the Lord grants us
this privilege.

It can rightly be expected of all pastors and congregations of our Church of
the Lutheran Confession that they teach in accordance with the confessional posi=
tion adopted in our 1976 convention in regard to the Third Use of the Law and mono-
gamic marriage. We cannot tolerate deviations in these or other doctrines, lest we
lose the orthodox character of our church body.

Other Church Bodies

Two invitations were received by our Church of the Lutheran Confession during
the biennium, one from the Lutheran Church=Missouri Synod, dated October 17, 1977,
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to enter into fellowship discussions with them; the other, from the Association of
Evangelical Lutheran Churches, dated April 19, 1978, to participate in their CALL
FOR LUTHERAN UNION, The same invitations sent to us were also addressed to all
other Lutheran church bodies.

Your president declined the invitation from the Lutheran Church=Missouri Synod
in behalf of our Church of the Lutheran Confession. He did so because the unionistic
practices of the Lutheran Church=Missouri Synod prior to our leaving the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod have still not been
corrected. Other errors in doctrine and practice have since permeated the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, as the publicity they received in recent years showed, and
as their 1977 Proceedings reveal, e.g., having women serve as voting delegates to
their convention. Since the invitation we received was also sent to all other Lu=
theran church bodies, and since we are not in fellowship with any of them, this pro=
cedure for establishing fellowship relations with the Lutheran Church=Missouri Synod
seemed unwise., The invitation was therefore respectfully declined.

The invitation from the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches came more
recently, Receipt of it was acknowledged, but no answer given. The convention will
have opportunity to respond to this invitation., The Association of Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches is made up of congregations that protested the conservative trends
that have become evident within the Lutheran Church=Missouri Synod in recent years.

All correspondence with these church bodies will be given into the hands of
the Committee on Doctrine,

Fraternal Life Insurance

Religious unionism, which forced us out of our former synodical fellowships,
troubles us today in the form of a fraternalism sponsored by certain insurance com=
panies, such as the Aid Association for Lutherans and Lutheran Brotherhood. Many
of us held policies with the Aid Association for Lutherans before it became objec-
tionable from a unionistic standpoint, The Aid Association for Lutherans, which
formerly served only Synodical Conference members, changed its program to serve all
Lutherans. Since we are Scripturally separated from all Lutherans who are not mem-
bers of the Church of the Lutheran Confession, we do not wish to be united in a
fraternal organization with them, or through it support any of their doctrinal
errors. Holding policies with either of the above fraternal insurance companies
forces us to violate this principle of separation., The only option open to us is to
cash in our policies and disassociate ourselves from those companies.

When our convention dealt with this matter in 1976, it resolved that the mem=
bers of our Church of the Lutheran Confession should study the matter of involvement
in unionistic fraternal insurance companies on the basis of God's Word, and in an
evangelical manner eliminate from our midst this unionistic leaven, so that by God's
mercy and grace in Christ Jesus we all act in accordance with God's Word and speak the
same thing. Many of our members have studied the matter and have disassociated them-
selves from the Aid Association for Lutherans and Lutheran Brotherhood. We take it
for granted that those who stili hold policies with either of these fraternal insur=
ance companies are making the same study and will soon do the same., A house divided
against itself cannot stand. We cannot consistently and with good conscience be mem-
bers of a church body that upholds the Truth and at the same time undermine that
Truth through the support of error in false teaching church bodies through unionistic
fraternalism. Two memorjals have come to this convention concerning this unionistic
leaven. They remind us of our resolution of 1976, to eliminate it from our midst.
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Our Church of the Lutheran Confession Pastoral Conference, which met July 12=14,
1977, reaffirmed the action taken by our 1976 convention and directed the president
to send a copy of our 1976 convention report concerning fraternal life insurance
companies to the president of the Aid Association for Lutherans. He did so on July
21, 1977. A reply was received from Mr. Henry Scheig, Aid Association for Lutherans
president, dated November 15, 1977, in which he explained the legal requirements in=-
cumbent upon their company, and his regret that the leadership of the Church of the
Lutheran Confession found the benefits of the Aid Association for Lutherans
unacceptable.

A letter was received from Lutheran Brotherhood dated March 21, 1978, inviting
us to join other Lutheran church bodies in a 'Colloquium on the Congregation in Fu-
ture Society.' This was to be held in April of this year as a follow=up to their
Advisory Consultation Program to which we were invited in October, 1975, That 1975
invitation was declined by us because of the unionism involved, This more recent in=
vitation was also declined for the same reason,

St, Paul's Congregation, Green Garden, Michigan, withdrew from our Church of
the Lutheran Confession in a dispute over fraternal life insurance., Those members
who upheld the Scriptural teaching reorganized as Good Shepherd Congregation and
have applied for membership with the Church of the Lutheran Confession. Their
pastor, the Reverend Jonathan Schaller, resigned after the congregation was es-
tablished to make way for the congregation to become a part of the Calvary=Good
Shepherd parish of Marquette,

OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Immanuel Lutheran College

The committees assigned to study the needs and priorities of expansion at Im=
manuel Lutheran Colliege and the implications of further building on the present cam-
pus, as it relates to the possible separation of the high school from the college
and seminary, brought their reports to the October 1977 Coordinating Council as
directed. Their recommendation is that '"in keeping with the best stewardship of
both physical means and of our available manpower that we plan our expansion (build=
ing) program for the future on our present single campus at Eau Claire,' and 'we
strongly believe it essential that a new boys' dormitory be built.'" On the basis
of these findings the Coordinating Council authorized the president to appoint a
committee to present plans, site and costs for a new men's dormitory. He asked the
Building Committee that had functioned so well in the construction of the women's
dormitory to serve again in preparing plans for a men's dormitory. This committee
has met and prepared plans, costs, and is ready to suggest a site for the building
of a men's dormitory, A publicity committee has also been appointed which has drawn
up sketches for a poster and special offering envelopes. Everything is ready, should
the Lord lead us to go ahead immediately with the construction of this much=needed
building.

Two significant changes have taken place in our Immanuel Lutheran College fac-
ulty. Mr. Robert Rehm has been led by the Lord to accept the call to serve as pro-
fessor in the education department, for which we are grateful. Professor C. M.
Gullerud, who has served eight two-year terms as president of our school, has asked
to be relieved of this responsible position. He will continue to teach as hereto-
fore, but a new president will be chosen by the Call Committee for Educational
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Institutions during this convention, We express our sincere thanks to Professor
Gullerud for his faithful leadership given to our school through the early years
of its operation, and in its relocation from Mankato to Eau Claire,

Since the method of choosing a president for Immanuel Lutheran College has
never been established by our Church of the Lutheran Confession, we believe that
a procedure for doing so should be drawn up and adopted at this convention,

We wish to acknowledge our gratitude to God for Immanuel Lutheran College.
It is truly a valuable part of our work of preaching the Gospel. May we ever
appreciate the blessing He has given us in this school. Without it our Church of
the Lutheran Confession could not long exist. Through it the Lord continues to
provide pastors and teachers for our churches and schools, and well=trained lay-
men who go into the worid as witnesses for the Truth.

Christian Day Schools

One new Christian day school will open its doors this fall. |t is Berea
Lutheran School in Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota., We rejoice with the members
of Berea congregation on this happy occasion.,

Several of our schoois will be forced to turn to their own membership to
provide a complete faculty for the coming school year. This emphasizes the great
need we have in our Church of the Lutheran Confession for more men and women to
enter the teaching ministry.

There is also need for more certified teachers, Six of our seventeen schools
are required by state law to have teachers with degrees. Some of our Immanuel
Lutheran College students have continued their education in secular schools in
order to be able to serve in those states. We are pleased that the Board of
Regents is reporting to this convention that our students may now transfer their
credits after two years at Immanuel Lutheran College to the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire, and that efforts are being made to enlarge our own Immanuel Lutheran
College education program to four years with the granting of a degree.

Since several students, after compieting their study at Immanuel Lutheran
College, went on to secular schools to prepare themselves to serve in those states
requiring teachers with degrees, the question arose as to how these graduates
should be offered to the church. Should congregations call them while they are
still enrolled in their secular education, as was done, or should they be given
special consideration by the Call Committee on Graduates? We believe that this
is a matter that should be resolved at this convention.

We would encourage congregations with schools to be mindful of their teachers'
financial needs. No congregation has a right to operate & school at the expense of
its teachers. Our called workers have always been willing to sacrifice freely for
the Lord's work, but in these days of inflation, care must be exercised that these
same faithful workers are not the ones responsibie for keeping the school in opera=
tion, The laborer is worthy of his hire. We include this comment as a reminder
to all of us, and because our called workers are not likely to mention it themselves.



QUR MISSION PROGRAM

In This Country

Preaching the Gospel is our number one responsibility as a church body, and we
should devote ourselves wholeheartedly to it. The success or failure of this work
is a matter that we must leave to our Lord. We do not expect that in every place
where we decide to establish a mission station a flourishing congregation will spring
up overnight; even after years of labor the success of the Gospel may not be marked
by a sizable church. Our responsibility is to preach the Gospel of our Savior wher=
ever He opens the way for us, and to seek the salvation of those to whom we bring
the message of forgiveness. In our own personal life the preaching of the Gospel
was a success. We should therefore gladly bring it to others. It will always ac-
complish what the Lord intends with it.

During the biennium the Mission Board, through its Mission Newsletter, kept us
well informed about our work of preaching the Gospel, Efforts were made to enter
several new fields, but when calls were repeatedly declined, it became evident that
the Lord was not ready to have us enter those fields. Only in one place did our
Church of the Lutheran Confession expand its mission outreach, and that is at
Ketchikan, Alaska. This newest undertaking is exploratory, and the report of Mis=
sionary Schuetze about his newly=-begun work there will be of great interest to the
Mission Board and to all of us.

Three of our missions became self=supporting since our last convention. We re=
joice with them at reaching this status of independence.

Since the potential of a mission field is difficult to determine without having
a missionary actively serving in it, the Mission Board is recommending to this con=
vention that we give serious consideration to a missionary~at=large approach. This
method seems to be one that could allow for exploration of a field without permanent
and often costly commitment for years afterward. We should give their recommenda-
tion our careful consideration,

Nigeria

Our hopes of receiving permission to send an expatriate into the Nigerian field
have still not materialized. Instead of dincreased activity for beginning work in
Africa, we find ourselves at what seems like @ standstill, Our relationship with the
president of the Nigerian Church of the Lutheran Confession became somewhat strained
over the failure of our Church of the Lutheran Confession to fulfill what he regarded
as a commitment toward a B A degree for the Udos, Our Mission Board has given much
consideration to this matter and is bringing a recommendation to this convention con=
cerning a B A degree for Patrick Udo,

The Udos have been severely tried by the Lord through the illness of Mrs. Udo.
She has been deprived of her ability to walk and to do many things that she was able
to do when she came to Eau Claire, Her iilness has confined her to a wheel chair
and to months, and perhaps years, of being severely handicapped. Far removed from
her home, she relies upon her fellow Christians here to help her bear this cross of
suffering. A humble faith has characterized her willingness to accept this afflic=
tion from the Lord's hands, and she and her family have been a fine example of
trusting the Lord and waiting for Him to bring His will to pass.






































































































































































































































































































