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Congregations:
1. ARIZONA,
2. CALIFORNIA,
3.
4.
5. COLORADO,
6.
2.
8. FLORIDA,
9. IDAHO,
10, ILLINOIS,
11. MICHIGAN,
12,
13.
14,
155

CONVENTION DELEGATES

P = Present; X = Excused; XP = Excused Parttime; U = Unexcused;

UP = Unexcused Parttime; % = Affiliated Congregation; ** = A Con-
gregation Accepted Into Voting Membership At This Convention;

Preaching Station.

Phoenix - Holy Cross . .

Canoga Park (Los Angeles)
Servant of Christ

Hayward (San Francisco - Bay

Area East) - St. Stephen
San Francisco (Bay Area
West) — St. Stephen
Broomfield = Trinity . .
Denver - St. Luke's. . .
Olive. . .

Lamar - Mt.

Winter Haven - Immanuel.

Orofino - Peace. . . . .

Addison (Chicago) — Immanuel.

Coloma - Faith .

Detroit Area - Mt. Zion.
Green Garden - St. Paul's

Marquette - Calvary.

Saginaw — Gethsemane .
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Delegates
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Delegates

Pastors
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Teacher
Pastor
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Pastor
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Teacher
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George Johnson

Norbert Reim
Philip Winsor
Richard Kruse
Arvid Gullerud
Michael Slattengren
Donald Luebkeman
Paul Schaller
Chris Holt

Steve Ludvigson
Rollin Reim
Mark Gullerud
Karl Maulis
Steve Albrecht
Garrett Frank

Victor Tiefel
Paul Bentrup
Pat Weibye
Vance Fossum
Richard Kuehne
Fred Abel

Henry Hasse
Paul Gurgel
Franklin Stanek

H. E. Rutz
Merrill Wuerch
Robert Voss
Douglas Libby
Robert Altom
Raymond Broz
Timothy Koch
James Sandeen
Harold Libby
Robert Long
Paul Tiefel, Jr.

Jonathan Schaller
Warren Contois
Frank Paull, Jr.
Walter Schaller
James Cole

Kent Schneider
David Schierenbeck
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17.

18.

19'

20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

25'

26.

27,

28.

29,

30.

31,

Sister Lakes - Redeemer . . . .

Stambaugh - St. Peter's .

MINNESOTA, Austin - St. Paul's . . . .

**Detroit Lakes - Mt. Olive . . .
Eagle Lake - Salem. . . . . . .
Fridley (Minneapolis) - Grace. .
Inver Grove Heights (St. Paul).

Berea

Mankato - Immanuel. . . . . . .

**Montevideo - Christ . . . . . .

Morris - Bethel . . . . . .

New Ulm = Fadth « ¢« ¢ 5 3 % @ u

Nicollet — Faith. . . . « + . .

**QOkabena - St. John's. . . . . .

*%%Parker's Prairie - Peace. .

**Ponsford - St. Paul's . . . . .

Red Wing - Our Redeemer's . . .

Delegates

Pastor
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Pastor
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Teacher
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Delegates
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Delegates

Pastor

. Delegates

Pastor
Delegates

Pastor
Delegates

Pastor
Delegates

Pastor
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Pastor
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Otto Garrett
Keith Tillman
Paul Tiefel, Jr,
Paul Tiefel, Sr.
Walter Heisel

E. H. Rutz

John Tomhave
Leonard Lueders
Leif Olmanson
Carl Thurow

Clarence Hanson
David Gullerud
Kenneth Schmitt
Robert Mackensen
Larry Nelson
Philip Radichel
H. C. Duehlmeier
Douglas Bester
James Sydow

Paul F. Larsen
Carl Doering
Harold Pischner
Dean Carstensen
Paul R. Eserhut
John Gurgel
Robert Mehltretter
Gene Schreyer
Robert Reim
Ragnar A. Moen

Marvin H. Eibs
Donald DeGier

Elton Hallauer
Don Engel

Don Kassuelke
Gilbert Sydow
Edwin Hasse
Harold Hene
Keith Olmanson
Dennis Ahrens

Robert E. Wehrwein
John Meyer

Elton Hallauer

Clarence Hanson
Al Heath

Emery Fitschen
Walter Priebe
David Lau
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43.
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MISSOURI,

MONTANA,

NEBRASKA,

NEW
MEXICO,

NORTH
CAROLINA,

NORTH
DAKOTA,

SOUTH
CAROLINA,

SOUTH
DAKOTA,

Sanborn - Faith . .

Sleepy Eye - Grace.

St. Louis County (Ballwin). .

Faith

Missoula - Holy Trinity .

Thedford - Immanuel .

Valentine - Grace .

**McIntosh - Grace. .

.

Jamestown - Qur Savior's.

*Hendersonville - Living Word.

West Columbia - Holy Trinity.

Aberdeen - Church of the.
Lutheran Confession

Bowdle - Redeemer .

Estelline - Zion. .

Faulkton - First Lutheran

Firesteel - Grace .

.

Hecla - Prince of Peace .

Ipswich - Zion.

Lemmon - St. Luke's
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Roy Weber
Willis Wendland
Marvin H. Eibs
Robert Krueger
Gilbert Jensen
George Barthels
Norman F. Harms
Otto Reimnitz
Michael Sydow

L. G. Bernthal
Vern Rau

Alvo Crawfor
David Baker
Hugo Porath
Jack Mayhew
Robert Rehm
David Baker
Richard Dommer

Ralph Schaller

F. M. Archer
Everett Murch

Paul Fleischer
David Douglas
Jack Ballentine
Paul F. Nolting
Bennett Olmanson

Norman Greve

Egﬁald Claeys

Melvin Maier
Wayne Mielke
Harry Boone
Leonard Wiesner
Vernon Greve

Leland Grams

David Koenig
Larry Hansen

Norman Greve
Fred Entzel

Leland Grams
Frank Wenner
Ed Suko

David Koenig
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61.
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63.

64.
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66,

TEXAS,

WASHINGTON,

WISCONSIN,

Mission - Peace . . .

Watertown — Trinity . . . . .

White River - St. Paul's.

Winner - St. Paul's .

*%*%Austin - Reformation. .

Corpus Christi - Zion . . . .

Houston - Bethel. . . . ; -

Alderwood Manor (Seattle)
Redemption

Clarkston - St. Johmn's. . . .

Spokane - Gethsemane.

Spokane - Trindty . . . . . .

Cambridge — Faith + « « ¢ « &

Eau Claire - Messiah., . . . .

Fond du Lac - Luther Memorial

Hales Corner (Milwaukee).
Messiah

Markesan - Faith. . . « .+ .

Middleton (Madison) . . . .
Peace Thru Christ
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Pastor
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Teacher
Pastor
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L. E. Jones

Harland Reed
George Dummann
Vernon Fuerstenau
Alvin Sieg
Vernon Greve
Mons Week

Harland Reed
Fred Littau

John V. Klatt
Hugh Pillsbury
Mike Cothran
Daniel Fleischer
Wallace A. Crozier
George Cothran
Daniel Fleischer
Rudy Mueller
Floyd Fougeron

L. Dale Redlin
Fritz Peterson
Richard Clark
Bertram Naumann
Howard Ceske
Adolph Riggers

H. E. Rutz

Chris Bafus

Ruben Overland
John Schierenbeck
Irving Nicklous

M. J. Witt
Robert Packard

John Johannes
J.Gullerud/0.Christianson
G.Radichel/M.Albrecht
LeRoy Hulke

L. W. Schierenbeck
Don Eserhut
D.Gurath/N.Gurath
Gerhardt Mueller
Waldemar Schuetze
Richard Laakaniemi
Harvey Callies

John K. Pfeiffer

Lee Krueger

Gerhardt Voigt

David F. Lueck

Egbert Albrecht
Lawrence H. Templeton

John Johannes
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67. Millston - Trinity .
68. #%*Neenah - Bethlehem ., ,
69. Onalaska - St, Mark's.
70. Stoddard - St. Luke's,
71. WYOMING, Cheyenne - Redeemer. .
II. Clergy — Without Congregations:

1. P Buck, Michael D.

2. P Dommer, Robert

3. X Eargle, M. Earl

4, P Gullerud, C. M.

5. P Gurgel, Roland

6. P Xoch, Paul R.

III. Clergy — Emeriti:

1. P Galstad; Martin
2. P Garbrecht, Martin
3. X Groeschel, Max

.

. Delegates P : William Harkner
Pastor P : Mark Bernthal
. Delegates P : Theodore Thurow
Pastor P : Theodore Barthels
. Delegates P : Milton Meyer
Pastor P : Arthur E. Schulz
. Delegates P : Oscar Stellner
P : Albert Levendoski
Pastor P : Arthur E. Schulz
. Delegates P : Lowell Kolb
Pastor P : Herbert Witt
7. P FKuehne, Clifford
8. P Lau, John
9. P Pelzl, James
10. P Radtke, Gordon
11. P Roehl, Ronald

NOTE: Committee #7 presented the following Tabulation of Attendance:

Category Present Fulltime Excused Parttime Excused Fulltime Unexcused
Pastors 51 5 i 1
Pastor Emeriti i & 1
Clergy Without
! 12 1
Congregations
Teachers 9 1 2
Teachers Emeriti it
Lay Delegates _62 . 41 3
136 15 46 4
CONVENTION FLOOR COMMITTEES
Committee #1: Doctrine Grace-Valentine: Jack Mayhew

Pastor L. W. Schierenbeck, Chm.
Pastor Keith Olmanson, Secy.
Pastor Vernon Greve

Pastor Arvid Gullerud

Pastor H. E. Rutz

Pastor Waldemar Schuetze

Prof. Ronald Roehl

Prof. Robert Dommer

Teacher Henry Hasse

Teacher Alvin Sieg
Faith-Markesan: Lee Krueger
Grace-McIntosh: Richard Dommer
Grace—-Sleepy Eye: Gilbert Jensen

Immanuel-Mankato:
Immanuel-Winter Haven: Richard Kuehne
Messiah-Hales Corner: Harvey Callies
St. Paul's—-Austin: Leonard Lueders
St. Paul's-White River: Mons Week

St. John's-Okabena: Dennis Ahrens
Zion-Estelline: Harry Boomne

Carl Doering

Committee #2: President's Message

and Report, Publications, CLC Book
House, Board of Education

Pastor Daniel Fleischer, Chm.

Pastor David Baker, Secy.
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Pastor Leland Grams

Pastor Paul Larsen

Pastor Jonathan Schaller

Pastor Ralph E. Schaller

Prof. Gordon Radtke

Teacher Martin E. Garbrecht

Teacher Leif Olmanson

Teacher Gene Schreyer

Bethel-Houston: Floyd Fougeron

Faith-St. Louis: Otto E. Reimnitz

Gethsemane-Saginaw: Kent Schneider

Grace-Fridley: Philip Radichel

Our Redeemer—Red Wing: Al Heath

Servant of Christ-Canoga Park:
Philip Winsor

Trinity-Millston: Wm. J. Hackner

Trinity-Spokane: Irving Nicklous

Trinity-Watertown: George Dummann

Committee #3: Immanuel Lutheran
College

Pastor Norbert Reim, Chm,

Teacher David F. Lueck, Secy.

Pastor Theodore W. Barthags

Pastor Marvin H. Eibs

Pastor Vance Fossum

Pastor Paul R. Gurgel

Pastor John V. Klatt

Pastor James E. Sandeen

Pastor Paul W. Schaller

Pastor Paul M, Tiefel, Jr.

Berea-Inver Heights: James Sydow

Christ-Montevideo: Ragnar Moen

Faith-Sanborn: Roy Weber

Faith-Cambridge: Robert Packard

Holy Trinity-West Columbia: David Douglas

Immanuel-Addison: Merrill Wuerch
Messiah-FEau Claire: James Gullerud

Messiah-Hales Corners: Richard Laakaniemi

St. Luke's-Stoddard: Albert ;iEevendoski

St. Stephen-San Francisco (Baf A¥ea West):

Steve Ludvigson

Committee #4: Missions

Pastor M. J. Witt, Chm.

Pastor David Schierenbeck, Secy.
Pastor Paul Fleischer

Pastor David Koenig

Pastor Douglas Libby

Pastor L. Dale Redlin

Pastor Walter Schaller

Pastor Gilbert Sydow

Prof. Michael Buck

Teacher Dean Carstensen

Teacher Gerhardt Mueller
Bethlehem-Neenah: Theodore Thurow

Faith~New Ulm: Don Engel
Faith-New Ulm: Don Kassuelke
Grace~Sleepy Eye: Robert Krueger
Immanuel-Mankato: Harold Pischner
Luther Memoriali-Fond du Lac:

Don Eserhut
OQur Savior's-Jamestown:

Everett Murch
Peace=Mission: L. E. Jones
Peace Thru Christ-Middleton:

L, H. Templeton
Redeemer—Bowdle: Melvin Maier
Salem~Eagle Lake: David Gullerud
St. Mark's—Onalaska: Milton Meyer
St. Paul's-Austin: John Tomhave
St. Stephen-San Francisco (Bay Area

East): Michael Slattengren
Zion=Corpus Christi: Wallace Crozier
Zion-Ipswich: Fred Entzel

Committee #5: Finances

Prof. James Pelzl, Chm.
Mr. Norman Harms, Secy. (Faith-
St. Louis County)

Pastor Elton Hallauer

Pastor John Johannes

Pastor Wayne Mielke

Pastor John Pfeiffer

Pastor Robert Reim

Pastor Rollin Reim

Pastor Victor Tiefel

Teacher Timothy Koch

Bethel-Houston: Rudy Mueller

Church of the Lutheran Confession=-
Aberdeen: Bennett Olmanson

Faith-Markesan: Gerhardt Voigt

Faith-Nicollet: Edwin Hasse

Grace-Fridley: Larry Nelson

Grace-Valentine: Hugo Porath

Immanuel-Winter Haven: Fred Abel

Messiah-Eau Claire: Gilbert Radichel

Mt. Zion-Detroit: Harold Libby

St. Luke's=Stoddard: Oscar Stellner

Zion-Estelline: Leonard Wiesner

Committee #6: Membership, Credentials,
Excuses, Ratification of Visitors,
Next Convention, Miscellaneous

Prof. John Lau, Chm.

Pastor Arthur Schulz, Secy.

Pastor Clarence Hanson

Pastor Robert Mackensen

Pastor Harland C. Reed

Pastor E. H. Rutz

Prof. Paul R. Koch

Prof. Clifford Kuehne




Teacher LeRoy Hulke
Teacher Walter Priebe
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Pastor L. Grams-West Central Conference
Pastor W. A. Schuetze-Wisconsin

Berea-Inver Grove Heights: Conference
Douglas B. Bester
Luther Memorial-Fond du Lac:
David Gurath
Our Redeemer's-Red Wing: Emery Fitschen
Redeemer-Cheyenne: Lowell Kolb
Redeemer-Sister Lakes: Otto D. Garrett
St. Luke's-Lemmon: Ed Suko

Trinity-Watertown: Vernon Fuerstenau

Committee #8: Elections

Pastor Michael Sydow, Chm.

Pastor Mark Bernthal

Pastor Garrett Frank

Pastor Norman Greve

Pastor Mark Gullerud

Holy Trinity-West Columbia:
Jack Ballentine

Committee #7: Nominations Mt. Olive-Lamar: Paul Bentrup

Pastor P. F. Nolting-~Eastern Conference Redeemer-Bowdle: Don Claeys

Pastor M. H. Eibs-Minnesota Conference St. Stephen-San Francisco (Bay Area

Pastor M. J. Witt-Pacific Coast Conference West): Chris Holt

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF THE CONVENTION

Consultants: Pres. Egbert Albrecht - Press Representative
Prof, C. M, Gullerud - Board of Doctrine and ILC
Pastor H. C. Duehlmeier - Board of Regents

Pastor Carl Thurow - Board of Trustees
Convention Reporter: Pastor Robert E. Wehrwein

Chaplain: Pastor David Lau

Speakers: Pastor Paul F. Nolting — Convention Communion Service
Pastor Robert Reim - Memorial Service
Pastor M. J. Witt — South Hall Dedication Service
Liturgists: Pastor L. W. Schierenbeck

Prof. C. M. Gullerud

Organists: Prof. Robert Dommer
Pastor John V. Klatt

Essayists: "I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST!"
Prof. C. M. Gullerud: "The Gospel for Man"
Prof. Roland Gurgel: "The Cloud of Witnesses"
Pastor John Schierenbeck: "Our Witness to Our Age"

REPORT OF COMMITTEE #6: MEMBERSHIP, CREDENTIALS, EXCUSES, RATIFICATION OF
VISITORS, MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

I. Expression of Thanks

Time and again, God's children in both the 0l1d and New Testaments gave thanks
to God for the blessings which they had received from Him through their fellow be-
lievers. We do not wish to neglect this important Christian duty and privilege.

Therefore be it resolved: The convention expresses its gratitude to the Lord
for His blessing in providing the many gifts by which this convention has been served,
and offers thanks to the Lord for His blessing in making this convention both edify-
ing and productive;

Be it further resolved: On behalf of the CLC, this convention expresses its
deep appreciation for services rendered by all its retiring officers and committee
members.
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IT.

LLL,

IVO

VE.

Membership of Pastors, Teachers, and Professor

The following have declared their agreement with the Constitution of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession, including its doctrinal position and the order
which is to be followed. The committee on membership recommends their acceptance
as voting members of the Church of the Lutheran Confession:

Pastors: Theodore Barthels, Mark Bernthal, Garrett Frank, Norman Greve,
Mark Gullerud, Paul Gurgel, Douglas Libby, and Robert Wehrwein.

Teachers: Dean Carstensen, Timothy Koch, and Theodore Thurow.

Professor: Michael Buck.,

Membership of Congregations

The committee on membership recommends the approval of the constitutions
of the following congregations and their acceptance into membership at this con-
vention:

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Neenah, Wisconsin

Christ Lutheran Church, Montevideo, Minnesota

Grace Lutheran Church, McIntosh, New Mexico

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Detroit Lakes, Minnesota
St. John Lutheran Church, Okabena, Minnesota

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Ponsford, Minnesota

Note: We suggest that if any of the congregations make future changes
in their constitutions, they take the Model Constitution into consideration.

Ratification of Visiting Elders

Whereas the following pastors have been elected by their respective con-
ferences, we recommend that the CLC convention ratify these elections:

Pastor Paul F. Nolting - Eastern Conference
Pastor Robert Reim - Minnesota Conference
Pastor M. J. Witt - Pacific Coast Conference
Pastor Leland Grams - West Central Conference
Pastor John Pfeiffer — Wisconsin Conference

Letter from the Japan CLC

Resolved that the letter be returned to the convention with the request
that the President of our church body answer the letter on our behalf in the
light of the action of this convention in these matters.

Review of Model Constitution

Constitution

We acknowledge with gratitude the work of our Standing?Committee in pre-
paring a Model Constitution for the use of our CLC congregations, and we recom-—
mend that it be made available by the committee, Minor changes and alterations
are being suggested by our floor committee and will be brought to the attention
of the standing committee. These matters need not, in our judgment, occupy the
time of this convention. It is, after all, a model constitution, subject to
changes and alterations by congregations making use of it.
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VII. Time of Next Convention

Be it resolved that the next regular convention of the Church of the
Lutheran Confession convene on Monday, July 10, 1978, at l:00 p.m., and con-—
tinue through Friday afternoon, July 14,

Be it further resolved that the convention be held at Immanuel Lutheran
College of Fau Claire, Wisconsin, unless an invitation elsewhere is received
and accepted by the Coordinating Council.

VIII. Mankato, MN Area Study Club Memorial: Re Proper Response to Essays Presented
at OQur CLC Assemblies

Whereas conference and convention essays are to serve for instruction
and improvements in various phases of our activity in the CLC; and

Whereas every essay that is presented at a CLC conference or convention
deserves an appropriate response from the respective assembly to whom it was
presented; and

Whereas we are exhorted in Scripture to '"prove all things; hold fast
that which is good." (I Thess. 5:21);

Be it therefore resolved that we consider it a responsibility of brotherly
love, whenever an essay is presented in any of our CLC conferences or conventions,
that a response to that essay be in due time adopted and recorded in respect to
the following categories:

1. ACCEPTED - Stimulating and encouraging toward some intensive and con-
tinued study of the subject treated, and it also is infor-
mative, instructive, and scripturally correct, without com-
menting on individual expressions and terminology.

2. REVISION NEEDED - Inconclusive and lacking in scriptural support, and
therefore in need of revision either in specific areas or
in the entire essay.

3. ADOPTED - An excellent contribution for future reference and repeated
use, and therefore possibly worthy of careful editing by a
special committee for expressions and terminology in pre-
paration for publishing as a confessional position or as
a guideline.

Floor Committee: We recommend that the entire Memorial of the Mankato
Area Study Club be adopted as the policy of all conferences and conventions of
the Church of the Lutheran Confession with the added suggestion that the authors
of all essays have printed copies available for those who are present.
ADOPTED BY A STANDING VOTE OF 64-31.

IX. Unprinted Gilbert Sydow Memorial: Re Dissolving the Board of Control of the
CLC Book House and the Transfer of Its Duties to the Board of Regents of ILC

Since this memorial dealt with a constitutional matter and was not pre=-
sented in printed form to the delegates, both it and the floor committee's re-
sponse to it were ruled out of order by the Moderator and so were rejected.

Secretary
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X. Report of the Standing Constitution Committee: Re CLC Constitution

1. Bylaw #3: Board of Education

A,

Composition
The board of education shall consist of one pastor, one parochial school
teacher, and two laymen. The term of office shall be four years, two mem-
bers to be appointed at each regular convention by the conference visitors
and the presidium. Each appointment shall be subject to ratification by
the convention. The members of this board shall not be members of any
electiveboard or office of the body.
Duties
a, The board of education shall evaluate and be responsible for the curric-
ulum of all educational institutions of the Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession (high school through seminary).
b. It shall study curriculums of parochial schools of the Church of the
Lutheran Confession and make suggestions for correlating their programs.
c. It shall encourage the establishment and expansion of parochial schools.
d. It shall assist the congregationsby recommending necessary materials
for Sunday and Bible schools, Bible classes, and other educational
agencies.

2. Bylaw #4: Board of Regents

BD

Duties
a. The board of regents shall be responsible for the general policy of the
institutions under its care. (Omit curriculum)

New Bylaw: Official Roster of the Church of the Lutheran Confession

A,

B.

C.

Pastors

All eligible pastors serving a congregation under a regular call.
Professors

All eligible professors teaching at the educational institutions of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession (high school through seminary).
Teachers

All eligible teachers serving a congregation under a regular call,

Proposed Addition to the CLC Constitution: 1In Article V 0Officers and Their
Duties, under B Duties of #1 President insert the following as paragraph "e"
and renumber the rest of the paragraphs:

e.

Before persons within our fellowship may serve in the public teaching and
preaching ministry, it shall be the responsibility of the president, in con-
sultation with the respective conference visitor and local pastor, to deter-
mine the eligibility of such a candidate. (Graduates of an educational in-
stitution of the Church of the Lutheran Confession are exempt,)

Proposed Bylaw #1: Tenure of Office

This was printed in the 1974 Proceedings, page 11. The Standing Constitution
Committee recommends that it be not adopted,

Since points one through four were not in the hands of the delegates in

printed form and since point five was inadvertently not assigned to any com—
mittee, all constituional changes were tabled to the 1978 convention.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE #6 - ADOPTED EDITED AND PRINTED.,
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AND REPORT-

We are gathered here in convention to hear reports of what the Lord has done
among us in the Church of the Lutheran Confession and to apply ourselves to the work
that He has laid before us. Another convention is opening today also--a political
convention in New York for the choosing of a presidential candidate. Many of our
fellow Americans are looking with interest to that convention., Our gathering here
is almost unknown beyond the confines of our congregations.,

Because of the bicentennial of our nation we have grown more aware of national
events and we appreciate much more the rich blessings God has bestowed upon us in
this great country. We know that it is not by chance that we are able to worship
the Lord Sunday after Sunday in our churches, and also here in convention, without
any kind of interference or hindrance; that we may travel thousands of miles to this
convention without a single restriction laid upon us as we move from state to state;
that we may speak openly and freely without fear of reprisal or harm; that we may
publish the results of this convention and any other materials that we deem necessary
for our church work without censorship. These are blessings the Lord has given us.
All the world envies us for the prosperity in which we live and the freedom which
we enjoy in this country. We have done nothing to merit these blessings. God has
simply made us heirs to all of them. He did so that we should use them for the one
‘great work He has given us to do, namely, to preach the Gospel to every creature.

Even as He made us heirs to the riches and freedom of this land, so He has
also made us heirs to the Gospel that we preach. It is the very same Gospel that
the Apostles preached, that Luther restored to the Church, and that was brought to
this country by Lutherans who were forced to leave Europe for conscience's sake
rather than compromise the truth of God's Word with the teachings of the Reformed
Church. We live in freedom; we possess the Gospel; and we have the means to bring
it to others. Let us seek the Lord's continued goodness among us as grateful Ameri-
cans and pray that He may ever keep us in possession of His saving Gospel in all
its purity.

Jesus' final words to His disciples were PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE;
MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. He wants us to tell everyone of God's grace toward
sinners, that although they deserve eternal death for having transgressed His holy
Law, yet the good news once brought to David is meant also for them: THE LORD ALSO
HATH PUT AWAY THY SIN, THOU SHALT NOT DIE. (II Samuel 12:13) God laid the sins of
the whole world upon His own Son, Jesus Christ, and punished Him in our stead. For
Jesus' sake He has declared this whole world righteous in His sight. He did this.
In Isaiah 43:25 He says: 1, EVEN I, BLOT OUT THY TRANSGRESSIONS FOR MINE OWN SAKE
AND REMEMBER NOT THY SINS. What we were helpless to do, He did for us. Salvation
is forever an accomplished fact., It cannot be changed or conditioned by anything.

This wonderful news of God's grace in Christ is utterly unknown and completely
inconceivable to our natural heart and mind. It remains sheer nonsense to our human
reason that God should take the burden of our sin and guilt and lay it upon His own
Son. But He did, and thereby removed it from all men for all time and for all eter-
nity. Although this glorious truth offends our proud reason, the Holy Spirit through
this very Gospel has taught us to call Jesus Lord, and to bring INTO CAPTIVITY EVERY
THOUGHT TO THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST. (II Cor. 10:5)

While our Savior was here on earth, He preached this Gospel to sinnem untir-
ingly. He also trained men to carry on this work after His return to heaven. Their
training was the best that any preachers ever received, for it came from the Son of
God Himself, and was strengthened by the Holy Spirit who led them into all truth.
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But Jesus never intended the preaching of the Gospel te be the work of just a select
few. He wants every sinner whom He has called ocut of darkness inte His marvelous
light, to proclaim God's grace to others. When the first persecution struck Jerusa-
lem, all the believers became active missionaries, for we are told THEY THAT WERE
SCATTERED ABROAD WENT EVERYWHERE PREACHING THE WORD. (Acts 8:4) One of the reasons
for the rapid growth of the early Church was the fact that every Christian became a
missionary. It is important that we recognize this, for only then will we as a
church body carry out our Lord's commission as we should, when not only the pastors
of our congregations preach the Gospel, but all our members, wherever they go, take
the Gospel with them and speak it with all boldness.

The power of God is in the Gospel. The most eloquent preacher cannot convert
a single soul, but the Lord's power goes with His Word, and is effective whether
spoken by pastor or layman. Therefore, like the apcstles and early Christians, we
should give ourselves to this work with heart and soul and all that we possess.
Peter and John, after healing the lame man, were told by the Jewish authorities
NOT TO SPEAK AT ALL NOR TEACH IN THE NAME OF JESUS. They simply responded to the
authorities: WHETHER IT BE RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD TO HEARKEN UNTO YOU MORE THAN
UNTO GOD JUDGE YE. They went home and together with all their brethren lifted up
their voices to God and prayed, not that He might spare them from further threaten-
ings or harm from the authorities; no, they prayed: GRANT UNTO THY SERVANTS THAT
WITH ALL BOLDNESS THEY MAY SPEAK THY WORD. When they continued to preach, theywere
cast into the common prison; and when the angel came and told them: GO, STAND AND
SPEAK IN THE TEMPLE TO THE PEOPLE ALL THE WORDS OF THIS LIFE, they did not say:
"This is getting pretty risky, better let things calm down for awhile and then try
again." No, before anyone knew that an angel had freed them from the prison, they
were already in the temple, preaching the Gospel. Their answer to the Council for
doing so this time was WE OUGHT TO OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN. (Acts 3-5)

Christ has given us this same Gospel. He wants us to PREACH it TO EVERY
CREATURE. That's why we are meeting here in convention--to consider how we can
best fulfill our Lord's command to GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO
EVERY CREATURE. We know that the end of all things is at hand, and that the time
for this preaching is growing shorter. Therefore we must apply ourselves with all
diligence to this one great work. Men, women, and children are dying in their sins
while we have both the Gospel that saves and the means to bring it to them. Preach-
ing the Gospel is not one of many phases of our church work. It is the only task
the Lord has given us to do in relation to this world.

In our home communities we seek to lead local people to know Jesus as their
Savior and to become members of our congregations. Here, with fellow members of
the Church of the Lutheran Confession, we seek to bring the saving Gospel to many
in other localities and throughout the world. We try to carry out this two-fold
responsibility with good judgment, lest we invest so freely in our own local church
and school facilities and burden ourselves with such heavy local financial obliga-
tions that we can barely meet our operating expenses and then have little or nothing
left to give for the work of missions. We avoid pitting our own local undertakings
against so-called "outside purposes." Mission work is not an "outside purpose;"
it is the one work that Jesus has given His Church to do.

It costs something to preach the Gospel. Our Savior knew that when He gave
us the assignment. He could have made it easy for us if He had turned this work
over to His holy angels. Then we wouldn't need an Immanuel Lutheran College or
professors, for angels don't need to study. They are fit preachers by nature and
full of the knowledge of God, We wouldn't need any mission offerings or a mission
board, since angels don't need clothing, parsonages, a salary, mileage allowance
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or an increment to supplement their salary. Building the Lord's kingdom would be
cost-free to us. Angels would be great preachers, as we see from the stories of
Christmas and Easter, and they would gladly serve the Lord, But we have beengiven
the privilege of telling sinners of the salvation in Christ that we personally pos-
sess. Our Savior wants us,who deal in worldly, perishable things in all of our
other activity, to experience the joy of also dealing with things that never per-
ish, but endure forever. He wants us to be co-workers with Him in building His
kingdom, to handle His eternal Word, so that on the last day when all things around
perish, we may with joy behold the Church in all its glory and see the blessed re-
sults of preaching the Gospel. While many delegates meet in New York to prepare
for the national elections coming in November, we are meeting here to consider how
best to preach the Gospel which is the power of God unto salvation. Four years from
now the political convention in New York will ,to a great extent, be forgotten, but
our work shall endure forever and ever.

The early Christians had no costly churches for their work, no organs or
choirs, no tracts or bulletins to hand out. They did not complain that they were
lacking in equipment and therefore could not carry out Jesus' command. They had
the Gospel and confidence in the power of that Word. We have that very same Gos-—
pel. Let us preach it in season and out of season—-always, and be confident that
the Lord will also bless our humble efforts.

OUR DOCTRINAL MATTERS

The Third Use of the Law

A dispute arose in our West Central Conference over the Third Use of the
Law. President Robert Reim called the pastors together at our 1974 convention and
suggested that they meet in a special conference to resolve this matter. Pastor
Paul Nolting was asked to prepare an essay on The Third Use of the Law.

A special pastoral conference was held at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Man-
kato, Minnesota on January 7-9, 1975. Pastor Nolting presented his study of the
Third Use of the Law, which was comprehensive, thoroughly Scriptural and well re-
ceived. Shortly thereafter he put it into printed form, and it was sent to all
pastors for their individual study and comments.

When the regular pastoral conference met in Okabena, Minnesota on July 8-10,
1975, these comments were discussed and Pastor Nolting's paper was formally ac-
cepted.

Because of the great length of the essay, Pastor Nolting was asked to pro—
vide the brethren with a summary of it in the form of theses and antitheses. He
did so, and when they had been reviewed by the Beard of Doctrine, they were sent
to all the brethren for comment. Five responses were received.

The Board of Doctrine was asked to review these responses and to isolate
the points of controversy. The board also chose a sub-committee to report their
findings to the brethren and suggested that a small study session be held to in-
clude the men who sent comments and a committee appointed by the president. They
further suggested a thorough review of Article VI of the Formula of Concord, which
deals with the Third Use of the Law, be included in the study session.

In preparation for that meeting of eight men, which was held at the Midway
Motor Lodge in Eau Claire on February 23-24, 1976, Pastor Robert Reim was asked to
prepare an outline of Article VI of the Formula of Concord. This outline was care-
fully studied first, and then, in a candid, fraternal manner the points of controversy
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were considered. The Nolting theses were studied and a few minor changes in word-
ing were made, to the satisfaction of all the men present., The outline of Pastor
Reim was also accepted by all present. And as a settlement of the controversy, the
following three points were agreed upon:

1. The law, which instructs us as to what works are God-pleasing, in no
way whatever is a power or force for the doing of those works.

2. The law in its third use instructs the Christian, because of his flesh,
as to what works are truly pleasing to the Lord, while simultaneously
reproving the Christian for failing to do those works.

3. In all areas of the discussion the monergism of grace by the power of
the Holy Spirit was upheld in both the doctrines of justification and
sanctification.

It was agreed that overstatements are frequently made when theological issues
are intensely debated, imprecise expressions are often used, and that even false
statements are made, It was the confidence of the men present that the Spirit of
God would give everyone in our Church of the Lutheran Confession who might have been
guilty of any of these to make the proper corrections. With praise and thanks to
the Lord for the grace He had granted them in reaching this agreement and for main-
taining the precious gift of unity that the Holy Spirit has created among us, they
adjourned to their separate callings.

A report of this meeting, the points agreed upon, and the outline of Pastor
Reim were mailed to all the brethren. Again comments were solicited. Several were
received asking for clarification and several suggested changes in the wording of
the three points. These comments were presented to the Board of Doctrine for their
information. The president wrote to those who had sent comments and tried to clar-
ify what seemed unclear. He urged that no editing of the three points be made,
since they represented a correct and Scriptural agreement on the points of contro-
versy that had existed among us in regard to the Third Use of the Law.

Now that the controversy among us has been settled on the basis of the three
points adopted at the Midway Motor Lodge, we believe that these three points con-
stitute a rejection of all statements made in the course of the controversy that
were in any way contradictory to the truths expressed in these three points. We
are grateful to the Lord for having led us to this agreement. The intensive study
of Law and Gospel which this controversy forced upon us has been a most fruitful
and beneficial study for all of us.

Japan

Our long and much cherished fellowship with the Japan Church of the Lutheran
Confession has been disturbed by certain differences of opinion that have arisen
between us in two areas. They concern the call extended to Pastor Robert Wehrwein
and terminated by the Japan Church of the Lutheran Confession, and the controversy
over the Third Use of the Law. We look forward to an early and God-pleasing reso-
lution of these differences. The Floor Committee on Doctrine will have all the
pertinent correspondence involved in these matters.

Polzgamz

In our last convention it was resolved that the Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession take up work in Nigeria. Since polygamy is practiced in Nigeria, it is
necessary that we declare our position in this matter. Pastor Norbert Reim pre-
sented an essay on this subject at the special pastoral conference that was held
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in Mankato in January of 1975. It became evident that there was a divided opinion
among the brethren over this matter. Therefore Professor Kuehne was asked to pre-—
sent an essay on the same subject at the Okabena pastoral conference in July of
1975. Professor Kuehne was asked to continue his study. He did and prepared a
set of propositions on marriage and polygamy which were sent to all pastors, tea-
chers, and delegates prior to this convention. Comments on these propositions
were requested. These propositions, together with the comments received, will be
turned over to the Floor Committee on Doctrine.

Fraternal Life Insurance

An essay was delivered at our 1972 convention entitled "Why A Study Of The
Fraternal Life Insurance Organization--Aid Association for Lutherans?" Consider-
able discussion followed. The unionistic character of the Aid Association for
Lutherans has been studied in conferences since then and brought to the attention
of our people through the pages of our Lutheran Spokesman.

In October of 1975 Lutheran Brotherhood, also a fraternal life insurance
organization, invited representatives of our Church of the Lutheran Confession to
participate in a study aimed at improving their program of financial assistance to
the Lutheran Church. The president declined their invitation and explained our
objections to unionistic fraternal life insurance organizations. The correspon-
dence will be in the hands of the Floor Committee on Doctrine.

OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Immanuel Lutheran College

The new dormitory in which many of our delegates are housed is a very sub-
stantial and attractive building. It was authorized by the 1974 convention at a
cost not to exceed $160,000. The basement of the new building was designated as
the future kitchen-dining area for the student body. When the Building Committee
studied the combination of a dormitory with dining facilities in the basement, it
found this arrangement unsuitable. Urged by the Building Committee and the Co-
ordinating Council to make the kitchen-dining facilities a part of a future phase
of our Immanuel Lutheran College expansion program and to use the dormitory base-
ment for other much-needed purposes, the president notified all congregations of
the Church of the Lutheran Confession that he would so direct the Building Commit-
tee if there were no strenuous objections from our Church of the Lutheran Confes-
sion membership. The results were favorable and the building was constructed as
it now stands before us.

The cost exceeded the limits set by the convention, chiefly because infla-
tion upset our economy so badly before the money could be collected and the dorm-
itory constructed. When bids were opened, the most acceptable bid was $215,000.
Even at this figure, some items that the Building Committee felt were essential
had to be eliminated. In order to proceed with the project at this high figure,
the Coordinating Council met in Okabena on July 9, 1975, and authorized the Build-
ing Committee to proceed with the program. The Coordinating Council also decided
that we should strive to pay for the building by the time of its dedication. The
Building Committee was also urged to continue with the planning of the next phase
of our Immanuel Lutheran College expansion program.

The Building Committee and the Publicity Committee did their work well and
the response of our members toward this project has been most remarkable. Although
the actual cost of the building reached $223,985.79, our members gave gifts almost
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totaling that amount. The Gospel has worked mightily in the hearts of our members
and led them to give freely for a building that many of them will never see. The
cost of this dormitory teaches us to appreciate again how richly the Lord blessed

us when He made it possible for us to purchase this whole Immanuel Lutheran College
campus of seventy-five acres with its numerous buildings for a total of only $85,000.
We made the Lord's gift our own at that time by having a synod-wide offering to pay
for this Ingram estate. Our members gave joyfully then. Now the Lord has made it
possible to add this new dormitory for women to this campus through more generous
gifts from ocur members.

The beautiful campus that we see around us is, humanly speaking, the life-
line of our church body, Here we train men for the pastoral ministry, men and wom-
en for the teaching ministry, and men and women who shall be active members. in our
congregations in years to come. It is one of the means by which we carry the mes-
sage of the Gospel to all the world.

Christian Day Schools

We are happy to report that the number of Christian day schools in our
Church of the Lutheran Confession continues to increase. Gethsemane Congregation
of Spokane, Washington has called Miss Nancy Haertl to begin the lower grades of
their school this coming fall. Grace Congregation of Valentine, Nebraska has called
Mr. Robert Rehm to begin their eight—grade school this fall. Grace Congregation of
Minneapolis has called Miss Carol Heisel to begin the lower grades of their school
this fall.

On the other hand, Trinity Congregation of Broomfield, Colorado was forced
to discontinue its school, since the congregation was not large enough to support
both church and school. Servant of Christ Congregation in Los Angeles, California
also has discontinued its school for lack of facilities and the financial means to
maintain it,

The demand for certification of all teachers in the states of Michigan, Ne—
braska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Washington remains a problem for our grad-
uates. The Lord this year provided every school in our Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession with teachers, even in those states requiring certification. Nevertheless,
we must continue our efforts to resolve the matter of certification for our teachers.
The Board of Regents has a thorough report to present to the convention on this
matter.

OUR MISSION PROGRAM

In This Country

The mission program of our Church of the Lutheran Confession is of necessity
a flexible program, since the Gospel charts its own course through this world. Mem-
bers of our Church of the Lutheran Confession move into areas where there is no CLC
church available to them within reasonable driving distance, and so they hold ser-
vices in their own homes and invite others to join them. As their members increase,
they look more and more to the possibility of establishing a congregation in their
midst. They seek advice and the help of the Board of Missions. If it appears to
be a potential mission field, the Board of Missions will provide help to the best
of its ability. Three of the six congregations applying for membership with the
Church of the Lutheran Confession are such new congregations, namely, Bethlehem Con-
gregation of Neenah, Wisconsin; Christ Congregation of Montevideo, Minnesota; and
Grace Congregation of McIntosh, New Mexico.
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Sometimes efforts at establishing a congregation do not succeed. The Gospel
moves on as members move. This was the case in Rapid City, South Dakota, as Pastor
John Klatt described it: "At a meeting on May 9, 1976 the members of Immanuel Evan—
gelical Lutheran Church voted to dissolve the congregation. This decision was made
as the result of the loss of nearly all the members through transfer to other con-
gregations, the last resident voting member soon to be transferred. The remaining
souls are being encouraged to transfer their membership to other congregations of
the Church of the Lutheran Confession."

It also happens that congregations that received support from our mission
budget grow strong enough to discontinue their need for subsidy and become indepen-—
dent congregations. During the past two years the congregation at Aberdeen, South
Dakota joined the congregation at Hecla, South Dakota in forming a joint parish.
Thus Aberdeen no longer needed subsidy. Congregations at Inver Grove Heights, Minn-
esota and East Bay, San Francisco, California likewise declared themselves self-
supporting.

The Board of Missions has given considerable study to the guidelines that di-
rect congregations receiving mission subsidy and have suggested some changes to
make them more realistic in regard to the salaries of our missionaries, the repay-
ment of loans made to mission congregations, and the conditions under which Chris-
tian day schools may be established in mission congregations. These guideline
changes are in the Prospectus and will be before the convention for consideration
and approval,

Nigeria

The Lord has so far held a restricting hand over our work in Nigeria. He has
allowed us only to bring the Patrick Udo family to Eau Claire so that Mr. Udo may be
prepared for the ministry in the Nigerian Church of the Lutheran Confession, and his
wife as a teacher. This effort has been a pleasant success, since the Udos have ap-
plied themselves well to their schooling here at Immanuel Lutheran College. We look
forward to their future service in the Nigerian Church of the Lutheran Confession.

The Lord has not opened the door to an expatriate, that is, to one of our
American pastors, to go to Nigeria to direct the work that is waiting there. Con-
stant contact with the Nigerian Church of the Lutheran Confession is being maintained
through correspondence with their leaders. They continue to express hopes that our
work can begin in their midst soon. But the Lord's ways are not our ways, nor are
His thoughts our thoughts. He will use our efforts in Nigeria in the manner that
best suits the building of His Kingdom.

OUR BUDGET

It is evident that the Lord has continued to expand the work of our Church of
the Lutheran Confession, thus making it necessary for us to consider a budget larger
than any we have ever adopted before. The Coordinating Council prepared the budget
for consideration by the convention. It totals $250,518. A special $50,000 offer—
ing for capital investments in Nigeria is also suggested.

The record of our past performance in meeting the budgets we set for our-
selves shows that only once in eleven years did we actually contribute the amount
that we had set as our goal. That was in 1967-68 when our contributions to the Gen-
eral Fund of our Church of the Lutheran Confession exceeded by $700 the goal of
$106,400. And yet, in all the other years, the work we chose to do was farily well
accomplished in spite of our failure to meet the budget. This was due in part to
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the fact that our boards carefully disbursed their moneys so that they did not al-
ways use all that was allotted to them, and that some of cur mission congregations
became self-supporting earlier than expected or reduced their subsidies beyond the
amounts anticipated. During the last two years it was due in large part to the
fact that the Lord did not allow us to send a missionary into Nigeria.

If we this year actually implement all that is suggested by the Coordinating
Council, we will need to raise $300,518 in this month of July and in the remaining
eleven months of this fiscal year, less, of course, the balance on hand when the
year began. This amount is not beyond our capabilities, but it will require dedi-
cated response from every onme of our congregations. Since the budget is larger than
last year's $212,500, we will have to increase our mission offerings to meet it.

We cannot let them stay at last year's level or fall below it. Our offerings will
have to be increased.

We know that three of our congregations will begin Christian day schools
this fall. Operating a school is one of the finest ways there is to preach the
Gospel. But operating a school adds considerable expense to the local budget.
Drought has hit portions of our country and some of our members have already been
affected by it. Some of our congregations are facing costly repairs or improve-
ments on their properties and will be forced to meet greater finmancial obligations
at home. These are practical matters and may have a bearing on how far we can in-
crease our CLC budget over last year, for if the budget is larger, our contributions
will also have to be larger. They cannot remain the same as they were this year,
or be less.

We would not like to have anyone think that these are pessimistic thoughts,
or that they reveal a lack of trust in the Lord, as if He will not readily give us
all that we need to do His work. He surely will bless us, even as He has in the
past. But when He gives us His rich blessings, we must be sure to bring a portion
of them for His work in a steady, consistent manner., The remarkable offerings given
for the new dormitory are evidence of His goodness to our people. It is not of such
special offerings, however, that we here speak. Rather, we are referring to the
month by month, regular support needed from every congregation for the work we do
together in our Church of the Lutheran Confession.

May the Lord fill our hearts with a desire to preach the Gospel to every
creature in every way possible; to trust Him for all the blessings we need to do
His work; to use good judgment in setting a realistic budget for our church body;
and to go home from this convention and explain to all of the members in our con-
gregation what we have decided to do together in Jesus' name.

OTHER BUSINESS

Two memorials were received since the printing of the Prospectus. One was
submitted by the West Central Delegate Conference and deals with the naming of the
new dormitory; the other deals with the Book House and was submitted by Pastor G.
Sydow. (The former will be turned over to the Committee on Immanuel Lutheran Col-
lege, the latter to the committee (No. 6) that handles miscellaneous matters.)

Two items of business were tabled at the 1974 convention to this convention.
They are:

1. Equalization of travel for students from outlying congregatiors attending
Immanuel Lutheran College. (Cf. 1974 Proceedings, page 59.)

2. Determining the priority for the next phase of the Immanuel Lutheran Col-
lege Expansion Program, (Cf. 1974 Proceedings, page 64.)



































































































































































































