It Is FinisHED...

He Is Risen!



Tl’le Open DOOPS O{ ECISJIQP

After preaching in asmall village of
northern India, a Christian missionary
was confronted by a Muslim. “You
must admit we Muslims have some-
thing you do not have. When we go to
Mecca, we at least find a coffin. But
when you Christians journey to
Jerusalem, you find nothing but an
empty tomb.”

What adifference! Islam hasits cof-
fin a& Mecca. Atheistic communism
has the mummified remains of Lenin.
The followers of Buddha pray over his
relic bones. But Christiansrejoicein an
empty grave!

We would despair were it still occu-
pied. For what the angel announced
(“Heis not here; for Heisrisen!”) St.
Paul explained, “If Christ is not risen,
your faith is worthless; you are still in
your sins! Then aso those who have
fallen asleep in Christ have perished”
(1 Cor. 15:17-18).

The drifting sands of Egypt and
Babylon have long sealed the doors to

many atemple and many atomb of the
ancients. But the door to our Lord’s
tomb was opened by an angel—not to
let Jesus out, but to reveal how empty
His grave was.

That open door—with its message,
‘Christ is alivel’—is the keystone in
the triumphal arch of Christianity.

It is the very differencel It ended
tears and brought joy to believing dis-
ciples. It leads to other open doors, to
other soul-stirring vistas.

I ncontestable Evidence

The open door of Christ's tomb is
an open door to the incontestable evi-
dence and blessed assurance that God's
Word and His promises in Christ are
true. One thousand years before it hap-
pened, the inspired psamist said the
Almighty would never alow His Holy
One to see corruption. Eight hundred
years before it happened, the watery,
three-day experience of Jonah was a
visual object lesson of Christ’s resur-
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rection.

Early in His ministry the Lord
Himself foretold exactly what would
come to pass.

If ever there is logical proof of
Christianity’s truth, thisis it. Since we
have a God who so fulfills His promis-
es—hundreds of OIld Testament
prophecies fulfilled in Christ—who
need doubt or wonder about His credi-
bility or truthfulness in anything He
says?!

The open door of Christ's tomb is
an open door to confidence and convic-
tion.

The open door to our Lord’s empty
grave a'so means His task was carried
through to absolute completion. Christ
voluntarily submitted to pains, sor-
rows, and the horrors of hell and desth
that He might bear in His own body the
punishment we deserve by reason of
our sin. His resurrection gave proof of
a mission accomplished. The heavenly
Father was satisfied and accepted His
Son's sacrifice as totally adequate to
wipe out all sin and guilt.

The open door to the tomb means
we are no longer in our sins, but have
been freely justified for the sake of the
living Christ.

Eternal Lifel

One open door leads to yet another:
the open door to eterna life.

How humans love life. How we
rejoice when life is prolonged but for a
few months. Yet despite all human
effort, death is inevitable.

But our Champion went into the
tomb and laid death low. It was the
power of God that opened our Savior's
tomb, and by the power of God the
“hour is coming in which all that arein
the graves will hear His voice and will
comeforth...” (Jn. 5:28).

John also testified to the fulfillment,
“1 saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God . . " (Rev. 20:12). The open
door of Christ’stomb verily means that
those who fall asleep in Jesus shall not
perish, but shall join the Lord in alife
so beautiful, so glorious, so everlasting
we can hardly begin to explain or com-
prehend it.

Long before the * Open Door’ policy
was forced upon China, God gracious-
ly planned and then effected His own
Open Door Policy. The Muslim had it
exactly right.

May the empty tomb and the living
Christ—who Himself is the “Door”—
mightily inspire us to put away the
works of darkness and walk confident-
ly through the open, blessed doors of
Easter.

—Pastor David Fuerstenau

It Is FiNnisHED...

He Is Risen!
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The Joytul Hope of the

Resurrection Morning

new day dawned, and with it the

women who served and so loved
the Lord Jesus looked forward to a sad
duty of love. The prospect of a dismal
future lay before them—a future with-
out aliving Lord.

They made their way out to the
tomb where they were certain the body
of the Lord lay awaiting their ministra-
tions of final anointing. They could not
see past death and the grave. They did
not possess the hope of the resurrec-
tion. Although Jesus had aready risen,
for al they knew Jesus was dead and
not risen.

For us it may sound a bit mind-bog-
gling, but there are increasing numbers
of people within what is called
Christendom today who question the
reality of the Savior’'s resurrection.
Indeed, the vast majority of people in
the world today do not believe that
there is such a thing as a bodily resur-
rection for anybody, Christ included.
Many choose the fantasy of believing
in reincarnation. Many others choose
to believe that at death one simply
ceases to exist—that is the end of the
story.

What a dismal prospect comes with
such hopeless unbelief that there is no
resurrection!

The apostle Paul speaksto the hope-
lessness of that scenario: “For if the
dead do not rise, then Christ is not
risen. And if Christ is not risen, your
faithisfutile; you are till in your sins!
Then also those who have fallen asleep
in Christ have perished. If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of

al men the most pitiable”
15:16-19).

A Blessed Reality!

There are so many today who would
have our Christian faith be about this
life only. One look at how miserable
the women were on their walk out to
the sepulcher confirms the words of
Paul. That would be most pitiful.

But when the women heard the
angel declare, “Why do you seek the
living among the dead? He is not here,
but is risen” (LK. 24:5-6), their misery
disappeared, their sorrow was turned to
joy. This is also our joy as we again
hear the words: “The Lord is risen
indeed” (Lk. 24:34).

This is not wishful thinking, or (as
some say) a mere continuation of His
loving spirit in the teaching of the
apostles. It is rather the blessed reality
of our salvation!

“But now Christ is risen from the
dead, and has become the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep. For since
by man came death, by Man came also
the resurrection of the dead. For asin
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall al
be made aive” (1 Cor. 15:20-22).

In the physical resurrection of Jesus
from the dead, we find the dismal

(1 Caor.



hopelessness of unbelief vanquished
by the joyful hope of our resurrection
to eterna life! He died and rose again
to make this reality—there IS a resur-
rection!

This resurrection of all the dead has

already begun in the person of Jesus
Christ, “the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep.” Just as surely asHe
has risen from the grave, we too shall
rise a His coming. HALLELUJAH!

—Pastor Theodore Barthels
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A SIGN OF GOD’S REDEEMING LOVE

“Teacher, we want to see a sign
from You” (Mt. 12:38). With this,
Jesus' enemies demanded a miraculous
sign from Him that would prove He
was the promised Lord and Christ who
was to come and redeem |srael.

In response Jesus characterized
these sign-seekers as being a part of
“an evil and adulterous generation,”
saying that the only sign He would
give them was the “sign of the prophet
Jonah”: “For as Jonah was three days
and three nights in the belly of the
great fish, so will the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth” (v.40).

Thisone great sign given to the reli-
gious skeptics and to al the world
symbolically pictured Jesus death,
burial, and resurrection asthe Lord and
Savior of the world.

From the time of Christ to the pre-
sent, people have vainly demanded to
see signs and wonders before they will
believe anything about the Lord. In our
day we have heard skeptics say: “If
thereisrealy aloving God in heaven,
| want Him to prove it to me with a
special sign and show me that He loves
me personally.”

In various situations of life, if we
were inclined to walk by sight and not
by faith, we too could fall prey to the
temptation of expecting God to give us

a sign that would satisfy our human
senses. Doubting Thomas responded to
the eyewitness accounts of Jesus' res-
urrection by saying: “Unless | see in
His handsthe print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails,
and put my hand into His side, | will
not believe” (In. 20:25).

When Jesus' enemies demanded a
sign from Him, their unbelief wasn't
dueto alack of proof, but rather dueto
their unwillingness to accept the words
and teachings of Jesus. Having turned
a deaf ear to Jesus' Word, their eyes
were closed to His mighty signs and
wonders that manifested His divine
Sonship and His heavenly calling as
the Savior. Even when Jesus rose from
the dead (thus fulfilling the “sign of the
prophet Jonah”), the religious skeptics
till didn’t believe, because their hard-
ened hearts had rejected the Word of
God.

Testimony Of The Word

And besides, saving faith doesn’t
come through seeing signs, but through
the hearing of God's Word (Rom.
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10:17). Jesus brought out this impor-
tant truth in His parable of therich man
and Lazarus. When the rich man cried
out in hell for Lazarus to be resurrect-
ed and appear to his brothers so that
they would believe and not end up in
hell, the answer came back to him:
“They have Moses and the prophets;
let them hear them. . . . If they do not
hear Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded though one rise
from the dead” (Lk. 16:29,31).

When Jesus appeared to Thomas
and showed Himself alive, He made
this declaration which reminds us of
the saving grace we enjoy as
Christians: “Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed”
(Jn. 20:29). It is through the miracle of
God's grace working through the Word

of God that we believe in the crucified
and risen Jesus. Through the testimony
of God's Word we know by faith that
Jesus' resurrection gives evidence of
Jesus being our Lord and Savior God
(cf. Rom. 1:4, 1 Cor. 15:12ff.).

And through the Word of God we
have come to believe that God loves us
personally, for the very resurrection of
Jesus is a sure sign of this. The apostle
Paul declares: “(Jesus) was delivered
up because of our offenses, and was
raised because of our justification”
(Rom. 4:25). Jesus’ resurrection shows
us that the heavenly Father accepted
Jesus' redemptive work for us and has
declared us forgiven and righteous
through Him.

Praise be to God for enabling us to
walk by faith instead of by sight.

—FPastor Mark Gullerud
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As Easter Message from our CLC President—

“Abide with us, for it is
toward evening. L

Many congregations have an Easter
sunrise service. Joyful hearts sing the
Easter message with enthusiasm in the
early morning.

| will never forget the Sunday morn-
ing that started with an overcast sky,
but that during the sermon (“He is not
here, but is risen!”—Luke 24:6) the
sun burst through the window behind
the pulpit. It was asif the Lord Himself
were punctuating the message of for-
giveness sealed by our Savior’'s resur-
rection.

The message of forgiveness of sins,
life and salvation sheds light and
warmth into the heart.

On Easter day the Savior attached
Himself to the Emmaus disciples who
were discussing the day’s events as
they returned home from Jerusalem
(see the account in Luke chapter 24—
Ed.) “We were hoping that it was He
who was going to redeem Israel” (v.
21). The report which said that certain
women did not find His body where He
had been laid, but instead that they had
seen a vision of angels who said He
was alive, left them confused. Jesus
then “expounded to them in al the
Scriptures the things concerning
Himself” (v. 27). They were so taken
by the instruction of this Man whom



“ ... Many congregations have an Easter sunrise ser-
vice. . .. Maybe at the end of the day we should have an

Easter sunset servicel”

they did not recognize that they invited
Him to remain with them: “Abide with
us, for it istoward evening, and the day
is far spent” (v. 29). Jesus remained
with them. Over bread they recognized
Him.

The Easter sunrise resurrection
became an Easter sunset revelation!
The Emmaus disciples had an Easter
sunset service. They returned to
Jerusalem and announced to the other
disciples, “The Lord is risen indeed,
and has appeared unto Simon” (v. 34).

The sun is setting upon the nation
and the world in which we live and
upon the church in the world. Each
ache and pain reminds us that it is set-
ting on us as individuals. Observe the
activities in the world and the nation
and recognize the lies of Satan in this
post-Christian age. Consider the direc-
tion that the church is going and even
the challenges within our own church
and synod. Recognize the weaknesses
and sins in your own life. In weakness
and weariness and maybe in a state of
confusion we wend our way toward the
sunset of life and the end of life's day.

To paraphrase the Emmaus disci-
ples (v. 21): “We thought that Jesus
was the one who had destroyed the
power of the devil”

Today so much of the church and
the religious world have lost their
focus. It is easy for usto get caught up
in the flurry of activity and empty reli-
giosity. In the necessary confessional
challenges that confront us regularly, it
is not surprising that—if in the thick of
such challenges—we are overwhelmed

by events so that the message is
momentarily forgotten.

Surely Jesus had explained to the
Emmaus disciples what would happen
to Him, and that He would rise again.
They had heard it, but events over-
whelmed them—so much so that they
did not even recognize Him when He
walked with them. He touched their
heart with the Word.

Most graciously He has left us with
His Word. When we hear, we remem-
ber. Our Lord was crucified, dead, and
buried. On the third day He rose again
from the dead. Jesuslives. He has over-
come the devil, as He said. Because He
lives, we who believe in Him have life
and shal live. At the end of the dark
night of this life, we shall bask in the
brightness of the Son before the throne
of the Father. It is God's promise.

“Beloved, now we are the children
of God; and it has not yet been revealed
what we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like
Him, for we shall sseHimasHeis’ (1
John 3:2). Heaven!

The Word of God makes our hearts
burn within us.

Maybe at the end of the day we
should have an Easter sunset service!

May the message of the Easter sun-
rise service—Christ lives, the victory’s
won!—translate into an open invita-
tion: “Abide with us, for it is toward
evening, and the day is far spent.”

—Pastor Daniel Fleischer
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fippreciating Our Lutheran Hymns
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Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain
An Easter Hymn
#204 in The Lutheran Hymnal

This Easter hymn is based on the
Song of Moses in Exodus 15. As he
contemplates the resurrection of
Chrigt, the author recalls the events of
the Exodus which foretold the work of
Christ in picture and type.

In the Passover the believing chil-
dren of Israel were saved from the
plague of death when they painted the
blood of a sacrificial lamb on the door-
posts of their houses. They left Egypt
in triumph, set free from the yoke of
davery, only to find their lives threat-
ened by Pharaoh’'s army as they
approached the Red Sea. God divided
the sea and brought them across on dry
land, drowning the pursuing Egyptian
army. With this mighty act God made
the deliverance of the children of Israel
complete.

The true Passover Lamb was dain
when Christ died on the cross. By His
sacrificial death He delivered us from
the plague of death, for He took our sin
and sinfulness on Himself and endured
the punishment for it. But the work of
Christ appeared to end in defeat when
He died and was buried. Only with His

resurrection on the third day was His
victory over death declared openly.
With this mighty act God made our
deliverance complete.

It is appropriate that on Easter we
sing the refrain that both begins and
ends this hymn: “ Come, ye faithful,
raise the strain Of triumphant glad-
ness. God hath brought His Israel Into
joy from sadness” We and all who
believe in Jesus Christ are the Israel of
God, who have been set free from the
bondage of sin and death.

The author is John of Damascus, the
Greek theologian and hymnwriter of
the eighth century. The trandlation in
The Lutheran Hymnal is by John
Mason Neale, the nineteenth century
poet and classical language scholar. It
is through his gifts and efforts that we
have in English translation many fine,
ancient Latin and Greek hymns, such
as Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
(#62); A Great and Mighty Wonder
(#76); and All Glory, Laud, and Honor
(#160).

—Pastor John Klatt



What Wonderous Love In T aﬁing

Back His Lffe

St. Matthew’s account qf thé Easter story

at gracious, wondrous love is this, my soul ?

The tomb that held the body of our Lord
Was open, empty, that first Easter morn.
Isthisatrick, illusion, devil’s brew?
A fable, fabrication, forgery?
Have we, as Christians, perpetrated lies?
If 0, says Paul, of all men we are duped
And to be pitied far above the rest.

r is, in fact, the tale we have to tell

A ‘burden’ to be witnessed far and wide
Across this sin-and-death-filled world of ours?
Oh, mark it well, dear Christian friends, thereis
No ‘faith’ that men have dreamt or conjured up
(From ‘wisdom, reason, ingenuity)
That can compare. The Bible, Word of God,
Is there for us—for all—to ponder, read.
If Christ has not been raised, we preach in vain;
Our faith isfutile; sin, death, hell remain.
But now indeed is Christ, who died, alive!
He' s risen from the dead, no more to dig;
He's but the firstfruits of all those who sleep! 2

Is Passion Season we again reviewed

The wondrous love of God so on display
Each step along the way to Calvary —
In upper room the new command to love;
The institution of the Sacrament;
Gethsemane, the bloody sweat and prayers
(Not My will, Father, Yours alone be done);
Poor Judas’ sad betrayal with a kiss;
Before the Sanhedrin, and Caiaphas,
And Pilate too. “ Behold the Man!” said he;
Yet “ Crucify Him!” was the people’s cry;
The mockings, scorn, the ridicule and spit;
And basis for it all? All trumped-up lies;
Then crucifixion of the sinless One
Who took our place when we deserved to die.
When dying, “ It isfinished!” came the cry.
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(The mission done, accomplished—sin atoned,
The world of sinners reconciled, redeemed!)
Once dead, the burial in Joseph’s tomb.

e end of story? Hardly! Check it out.
Each Gospel record in the Word of God
Contains the details, evidence galore,
Of Jesus' resurrection from the dead!
The record tells of eyewitness accounts.
Thisis not, friends, the stuff of fable, myth!
Let’s hear again how Matthew tells the facts:

at Sabbath dawn two Marys were the first

To view the tomb. An angel of the Lord
Came down from heaven, rolling back the stone.
Like lightning he appeared; his clothes were white
As snow—as were the guards for fear and dread
(They shook and were like dead men lying there).
The angel told the women: Do not fear,
| know that you are looking here for Christ,
The crucified; He is not here, you see!
He's risen from the dead, just as He said!
Come, see the place where once His body lay.
Then quickly go and His disciples tell:
‘He's risen from the dead and goes ahead
Of you to Galilee. You'll see Him there’
Now | have told you what you need to know. ?

how the facts back up the prophecies.

id Christ: Destroy this earthly temple and
In three days | will raise it up again. ¥
As Jonah was three days and nights entombed
In belly of a fish, so long will He
Who is the Son of Man be in the earth.
No man can take my life, | lay it down
That | may take it back again myself! ©
Except a grain of wheat falls in the ground,
It isalone; but dying, bearsits fruit.”
Because | live, so also you will live! ®
| am the Resurrection and the Life,
He who believes in Me, though dead, will live;
And he who lives in Me will never die. ?
Behold my hands, the nail prints, and my side;
Because you see me, will you now believe?
Oh, blest are they who, seeing not, believe! ©
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ere’s more of Matthew's gospel news to tell.
The women hurried, full of fearful joy,
To bring disciples word! And suddenly
The Savior met, and greeted them! They came,
Fell down and worshiped Him, and heard the word:
Fear not. But go and tell my brothers all
To go to Galilee; they’ll see Me there. ¥

at wondrous love—when taking back His life!

Upon that theme we close our ponderings.
The Savior’'s “ Go and tell” is for ustoo.
This doubting, dying world needs to be told
The gospel of this wondrous love of God.
He that believes, is baptized, shall be saved. *?
Authority is mine in heav' n and earth;
Lo, | amwith you always as you go
To all the world to baptize and to teach. *
Dear Christian friends, let’s witness far and wide.
Sn, death, and hell are conquered, overcome.
The sting of death, its ‘victory, is gone. *¥
Mortality is swallowed up by Life!
Embrace in humble faith this truth of God.
Come one and all and join usin our song:
And when from death I'mfree, I'll sing, I'll sing . . .
I’ll sing His love for me through all eternity! *
Thanks be to God!

1) 1 Corinthians 15:19 JESUS APPEARS TO MARY

P . MAGDALENE ON THAT
2) 1 Corinthians 15:17,20 FIRST GLORIOUS

3) Matthew 28:1-7 BASTER MORN

4) John 2:19

5) Matthew 12:40

6) John 10:18

7) John 12:24

8) John 14:19

9) John 11:25

10) John 20:29

11) Matthew 28:8-10

12) Mark 16:16

13) Matthew 18:19-20

14) 1 Corinthians 54-55

15) Hymn: What Wondrous Love Is This

\,‘\ )\,/

—Thisblank verse reading was used as the sermon on Easter Sunday, April 23, 2000, at
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Sleepy Eye, Minnesota. Paul Fleischer is pastor.
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Easter With An Exclamation Point!

What aworld of differenceasimple
punctuation mark can make. It can be
the difference between disappointment
and delight.

For instance, one man realizes that
he has gone asfar as he will ever get in
his career. He looks around himself
and says: “Thisis as good as it gets?’
He's obviously unhappy with the way
his life has turned out. Another man
says exactly the same words, but with a
different punctuation mark. He surveys
his accomplishments and exclaims:
“Thisisasgood asit gets!” The words
are the same, but the meaning is as dif-
ferent as sleet and sunshine.

Easter islike that too. Some react to
the news about Jesus resurrection
from the dead with a question mark,
while others use an exclamation point.

It has been that way since the very
first Easter. Early on the first Easter
morning a dark question mark hung
over the hearts of Jesus followers.
Consider Mary Magdalene, who saw
the empty tomb of Christ and wept at
first, thinking that someone had stolen
the body. Consider Jesus' own disci-
ples who were told of the empty tomb
and the angel’s announcement that
Jesus had risen, but did not at first
believe it. Consider the two disciples
who were traveling from Jerusalem to
Emmaus that afternoon, who told a
stranger about the reports of Jesus' res-
urrection. With downcast hearts they
considered it to be only a rumor,
because “him they did not see”

In each of these cases, news about
the risen Christ was met not with con-
viction, but with aquestion—"the Lord
isrisen?’

12

Today it is no different. Many peo-
ple get no further than Jesus empty
tomb with a question mark hanging
over it al. Many would agree that
“Jesus lives” but only in the same
sense that other inspirational figures
from history “live on.”

In this way you could say that
Thomas Jefferson lives on in the ideals
of our U. S. Constitution, and Martin
Luther King lives on in the civil rights
movement. Likewise, some would say
that “Jesus lives’ when we love our
enemies aswell as our friends, or when
we try to be as forgiving to others as
we would like them to be to us.

But the Bible clams much more
than this for Christ!

The Bible testifies that the man
Jesus is also God. It says that this
man’s body was dead, but came back to
life—a living, breathing flesh-and-
blood Savior who still lives today!

To prove His point to His doubting
followers, Jesus appeared to them in
just this way. On Easter evening He
showed Himself to them—not as an
idea, a figment of their imagination, or
a ghost—but with His risen body. “He
said to them, ‘Why are you troubled,
and why do doubts rise in your minds?
Look at my hands and my feet. It is |
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost
does not have flesh and bones, as you
see | have'” (Lk. 24:38-39).



Jesus later appeared, alive and inthe
flesh, to hundreds of people, so that the
news of His victory over death could
be proclaimed with conviction down
through the centuries.

So which isit for you? Isit “Jesus
lives?’—or “Jesus lives!” The punctu-
ation makes all the difference, for if
you know the Lord Jesus as a living
Savior, then you can aso say with con-
viction, “He died for me!” and “My
sins are forgiven!”

A heart that knows this knows what

the future holds and says with joy: “I
know that my Redeemer lives, and that
inthe end He will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed,
yetin my flesh | will see God; | myself
will see Him with my own eyes—I,
and not another” (Job 19:25-27).
Easter with an exclamation mark
means gloom is turned to gladness.
The Lord isrisen! Heis risen indeed!

—Pastor Bruce Naumann
(First written for the clergy column
of a local newspaper.)

LESSONS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

“That We Might Have Hope” (Rom. 15:4)

First Kings, Chapters Twelve through Fourteen

The Divided Kingdom

While | was preparing to write this
article on the dividing of the kingdom
of God's people in the Old Testament,
my thoughts turned to the division that
our country faced in the wake of the
last Presidential election. How can we
apply the truths of this account to our
daily lives today in this country? May
the Lord bless our study.

Solomon was dead. The kingdom
was left to his son Rehoboam. During
Solomon’s reign the people had been
taxed heavily, both monetarily and in
work, in order to support his lavish
lifestyle. Therefore the people made
the request that Rehoboam should treat
them more leniently than his father
had.

Rehoboam sought advice from his

13

father's seasoned advisors, who told
him to grant their request, and the peo-
ple would prove faithful to him. But
Rehoboam wasn't satisfied with their
advice, so he sought counsel from his
young friends. Their advice to him was
to be even more harsh on the people
that Solomon had been. This advice
Rehoboam followed. Thisturned out to
be ruinous, for the ten northern tribes
rebelled and anointed their own king,
Jeroboam, to rule them.

What lesson can be learned from
this? We live in a society where a lack
of respect for eldersis evident. In fact,
many heathen countries treat their
elderly in a much better way. We often
lack the patience and humilty to hold in
high regard the words of those who



have more experience than we do.

The Proverbs of Solomon are full of
admonitions for the young to seek wise
counsel. May we learn to seek such
counsel.

More important, however, is what
Rehoboam did not do. He did not go to
the Lord with his problem. Solomon,
when given one request of God, sought
wisdom to be a more capable ruler of
his people. What could have been a
better time for Rehoboam to seek this
same wisdom from above? Instead, he
turned to humans for advice.

Don’t we often do the same thing?
When faced with important decisions,
how often do we turn to the wisdom of
the world? Surely secular counselors
and self-help books can provide good
advice at times, and shouldn’t be
ignored entirely. But let us not forget
the treasure of God's Word and the
direct line we have to God through
prayer. Take advantage of the counsel
available through your pastor and other
Christian friends. We also pray that the
leaders of our country would be led by
the Holy Spirit to make God-pleasing
decisions based on God's Word.

Sobering Warnings

The story of the ten northern tribes
is a sad one. Since Jeroboam felt that
worship in Jerusalem would lead his
people away from him, he established
worship centers in Bethel to the south
and Dan to the north. In these cities he
had golden calves constructed for wor-
ship. He also made shrines in the high
places and made priests out of non-
Levites. In these ways he clearly led
his people into idolatry.

No doubt Jeroboam looked upon
these changes as innovations rather

... Many would have
Christianity become more user-
friendly by not focusing so
much on sin and its conse-
guences. They would have us
pick and choose which teach-
ings apply to our modern
world. These ‘progressive
changes only lead to doubt and
confusion. Lord, keep us stead-
fast in Thy Word.
|
than idolatry and was pleased with his
progressive thinking. In the modern-
day church we need to be careful not to
depart from the truth of God's Word.
Many today say that God's commands
regarding marriage and the role of
women in the church are outdated
philosophies. Many would have
Christianity become more user-friend-
ly by not focusing so much on sin and
its consequences. They would have us
pick and choose which teachings apply
to our modern world. These “progres-
sive” changes only lead to doubt and
confusion. Lord, keep us steadfast in
Thy Word.

Jeroboam continued in his idola-
trous ways, refusing to repent. Thisled
to judgment on Israel. Through Ahijah
the prophet, Jeroboam was told that
cruel deaths would come to those who
succeeded him: “The dogs shall eat
whoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies
in the city, and the birds of the air shall
eat whoever diesin the field” (1 Kings
14:11). He was dso told that the ten
tribes of Israel would be attacked and
scattered abroad, never again to
reestablish themselves in the Promised
Land.

What a sobering warning to our
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country and its leaders today! Under
Jeroboam’s |eadership the people were
led into idolatry and suffered the con-
sequences of it for generations to fol-
low. Many have lost their way in our
country as well. We too are an idola-
trous people. We too have set up false
gods, including materialism and
humanism. Let us pray for our leaders
that they set a good example for our
country, and may we as citizens be
lights shining in a dark world.

One last lesson we can learn from
this account is full of comfort and
hope. In spite of all the idolatry of
Rehoboam and Jeroboam, God did not
forsake His promise of a Savior who
was to come from the seed of Jesse.
Jesus was a descendant of Rehoboam!
God used the tragic events—recorded
for our learning—to accomplish His

will for the benefit of those who love
Him—those called according to His
purpose.

Our account even provides an
example of one who loved him. Abijah
was the one descendant of Jeroboam
who did not forsake God and die a
cruel death “because in him there is
found something good toward the Lord
God” (1 Kgs. 14:13). God called him
home to heaven when he was just a
boy. What a blessing death is for a
believer!

So as a new administration begins
inWashington D.C., let us not be afraid.
God isin control of our lives. God will
work things out for our good. He will
keep His promises. May we reman
faithful to Him and look forward to
meeting Abijah in heaven.

—Prof. Joseph Lau

2001 Immanuel Lutheran College Tour Choir

Between March 9 and April 1theTour Choir, under thedirection of Prof. John Reim (left), pre-
sented its sacred concert to CL C congregations in the following cities: Eagle L ake, Minnesota;
Kansas City, Missouri; Dallas, Texas, Spring, Texas, Weslaco, Texas; Corpus Christi, Texas,
Valentine, Nebraska; White River, South Dakota; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Inver Grove
Heights, Minnesota; Millston, Wisconsin; and Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
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THE WORSHIP SERVICE

“Oh come, let us worship and bow down;

Let uskned beforethe LORD our Maker.”
Psalm 95:6

The Amen and the Confession of Sins

Amen

Amen is a common expression
found throughout our liturgy, hymns,
and prayers. It is often said at the con-
clusion of a prayer, hymn, or confes-
sion of faith. What does it mean?

Actually Amen is a Hebrew word
taken over—just as it is—into the
Greek and English languages. In other
words, it is pronounced the same in
these languages and has the same
meaning.

In Isaiah 65:16 Amen is used to
describe God as “the God of truth”
(Amen). In Isaiah 49:7 it is used to
speak “of the LORD who is faithful”
(Amen). Thus, since God is*“truth” and
“faithful,” His words are sure, that is,
Amen. As the apostle Paul writes: “For
all the promises of God in Him [Christ]
are Yes, and in Him Amen” (2 Cor.
1:20). In fact the word Amen is used as
a name for Christ when the apostle
John isinspired to write: “ These things
says the Amen, the Faithful and True
Witness, the Beginning of the creation
of God” (Revelation 3:14).

Thus we see that Amen is not mere-
ly a convenient conclusion to a prayer.
It is a definite statement of confident
faith. As Luther describes it in the sec-
tion of the Lord’'s Prayer in his cate-
chism: “*Amen’ meansthat | should be
certain that these petitions are really
heard by the Father in heaven; for He

16

himself has commanded us to pray in
this way and promised that He will
hear us. ‘Amen, amen, that is, Yes,
indeed, it shall be so.”

Each time we use the word, may we
use it with confidence, knowing that
our faithful and gracious God will
always keep His promises without

question.
Amen, that is, so shall it be.
Confirm our faith and hope in Thee
That we may doubt not, but believe
What here we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Thy name and at Thy word
We say: Amen, Oh, hear us, Lord!

The Confession Of Sins

Confession of sins is spiritually
good for us! Of course, God aready
knows that we have sinned. It is not as
though we are telling Him something
that He doesn't already know. True
confession is an action which flows out
of a heart of faith—a heart which fully
realizes that we have done, said, and
thought things that are contrary to the
will of God. In short, we have sinned.
A heart of faith is burdened by sin and
will only be released when we have
fully admitted it before God and are
assured of His forgiving love.

The LORD gave Moses these
instructions. “Speak to the children of
Israel, *When a man or woman com-
mits any sin that men commit in
unfaithfulness against the LORD, and



that person is guilty, then he shall con-
fess the sin which he has done’” (Num.
5:6f). In the New Testament James is
inspired to urge confession as part of
the spiritual healing process: “Confess
your trespasses to one another and pray
for one another, that you may be
hedled” (Jms. 5:16). Sometimes we
speak of this as private confession. We
may need to confess specific sinsin a
private setting with our pastor or
another fellow believer. This will
enable the hearer to “talk things
through,” so he can be assured from the
Word of God of forgiveness through
the shed blood of Jesus Christ. (Such
an assurance of forgiveness also may
include private communion.)

The apostle John makes the matter
of confession crystal clear when he
writes: “If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. If we say that we have not sinned,
we make Him a liar and His Word is
not inus’ (1 Jn. 1:8-10).

Confession of sinsis something that
we do privately, regularly, many times
aday. How many silent confessions go
on in the heart of the child of God each
day as he dlips and says, thinks, or does
something that is not demonstrating
love toward God or his fellow humans.
We may catch it and silently pray: “Oh
Father, | have sinned. For the sake of
Jesus my Savior, forgive me. Help me
by Your Spirit to make amends if pos-
sible. Help me to avoid this kind of
action in the future”

Confession is aso part of our wor-
ship service. As we approach the Lord
in this special worship experience, we
need to humbly acknowledge that we

17

are coming before the holy God of
heaven and earth as sinful human
beings.

The pastor addresses the peoplein a
loving fashion, “ Beloved in the Lord!”
We need to be assured that, sinners
though we be, we are indeed “Beloved
inthe Lord!” By faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ we are drawn together by the
Holy Spirit into the family of God's
people. We are dearly loved by God,
and we are loved by each other in the
Lord. This expression is used at many
places in Holy Scripture. For example,
the apostle Paul addressed the believ-
ersin Rome, “To al who are in Rome,
beloved of God, called to be saints’
(2:7). The apostle John urges believers,
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another” (1 Jn. 4:11).

We who are God's beloved people
are now invited to come before our
Lord and confess our sins. “Let us
draw near with a true heart and con-
fess our sins unto God, our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgive-
ness!



The beginning words are taken from
“Let usdraw near with atrue heart . . ”
(Heb. 10:22). Our confession ought
never be merely “lip service” for
remember, it isfor us! We need to con-
fess our sins, and to do it from the
heart, as David prays, “The sacrifices
of God are a broken spirit, a broken
and a contrite heart—these, O God,
You will not despise” (Ps. 51:17).

This is something which needs con-
tinual emphasis with all of us, namely,
heartfelt worship. Familiarity may eas-
ily result in mechanica words and
responses. The final outcome of heart-
less, mechanical involvement can easi-
ly be no involvement at all. The Lord
spoke to His people about this matter
in these descriptive words: “ These peo-
ple draw near to Me with their mouths
and honor me with their lips, but (they)
have removed their heartsfar from me”
(Is. 29:13). Worship, whether it be pri-
vate or public, needs to be a matter of
the heart, or it is no worship at all.

The invitation also reminds us that
we need to “ confess our sins unto God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness”

We are fully aware that we sinners
are able to approach the heavenly
Father only “in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” The prophet Isaiah tells
us: “Your iniquities have separated you
from your God; and your sins have hid-
den His face from you, so that He will
not hear” (Is. 59:2). We are described
as “having no hope and without God in
the world. But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far off have been made
near by the blood of Christ” (Eph.
2:12-13). Through the shed blood of
Jesus Christ, true God from eternity,
we now have access into the very pres-
ence of the living God.

What ablessing thisis. What a priv-
ilege to hear thisinvitation. What ajoy
to come into His presence with heart

and mind and voice:
Just as | am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

—Pastor L. Dale Redlin

==

A Christian’s Scriptural Response to the World of 2000—

FACING HOMOSEXUALITY

(Part 4 of 5)

In part three of this series we saw the variety of ways in which
great effort is being made to make the sin of homosexuality accept-
able. These efforts are also being made within the visible church—
efforts which invariably lead to a corruption of God's Word, as we

will seein the following.

The Existence of “Pro-Gay
Theology”

To a dedicated Christian it may be
hard to imagine a “Christian” church
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that would not only condone homosex-
uality but even defend and encourage
it. Yet, this does take place. There are
many self-proclaimed Christian/Bible-
teaching churches that are part of the



so-called “Gay Christian” movement.
In these churches those who openly
practice the sins of homosexuality are
welcomed without rebuke.

God's intent is that the conscience
of a sinner will rebuke the sinner and
leave him uncomfortable in his sin.
Many practicing homosexuals are
uncomfortable in their sin and they
search for relief. When a supposedly
Christian church allows its members to
continue unrebuked in their sins, the
sinners’ consciences are soothed by the
false comfort of being involved in a
Christian church. At the same time
their consciences are hardened,
because the church is confirming them
intheir sins.

Pro-Gay Theology’s View
of the Bible

The pro-gay movement has at its
center the desire to redefine “normal”
and “moral.” This goal has been large-
ly absorbed by the media, political
groups, the education community, and
the fields of psychiatry and psycholo-
gy. There is one other large social con-
quest which the pro-gay movement has
to conquer in order to most effectively
reach itsgoal ... THE CHURCH!

God's Word is abundantly clear
concerning His view toward homosex-
uality (see previousinstallmentsin this
series—ed.). Therefore in order for
“religion” and pro-gay beliefs to co-
exist, the TRUTH of God's Word must
be changed. Pro-gay theology does not
necessarily teach that the Bible is not
authoritative. However, it does say that
in the verses treating homosexuality
the Bible is either mistrandated OR
misinterpreted OR misunderstood.
Consider just two examples, remem-
bering that these things are set forth as

19

“Christian” teaching:

+ Sodom and Gomorrah: The sins
of these cities are well documented and
condemned in Scripture. The English
word “sodomy” is still used to describe
sins like those committed in Sodom.
The homosexuality of Sodom and
Gomorrah is clear when the men of
Sodom surrounded Lot’s house and
demanded: “Where are the men who
came to you tonight? Bring them out to
us that we may know them carnally”
(Genesis 19:5). Scripture is clear that
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed
because of their great wickedness. A
pro-gay theology approach claims that
Sodom was destroyed because of the
inhospitality of its citizens toward
strangers.

+ In Romans 1: 26-27 Paul describes
homosexuality as sinful and unnatural.
He writes; “ . . . God gave them up to
vile passions. For even their women
exchanged the natural use for what is
against nature. Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust for one another,
men with men committing what is
shameful, and receiving in themselves
the penalty of their error which was
due” A pro-gay revisionist approach
concludes that Paul was condemning
people who were not truly homosexu-
al. In other words, those who are creat-
ed homosexual may practice it in a
God-pleasing way, because they are
“naturally homosexual.” The sin is the
pursuit of something that doesn’t come
naturally to the individual.

One by one the words of the Lord
which speak clear truth concerning this
sin are warped, twisted, and denied
under the pretense of a “better” inter-
pretation. By their own admission
advocates of pro-gay theology are



using scientific information, social
change, and persona experience to
mold their interpretation of Scripture,
rather than approaching Scripture as an
objective truth with which to mold our
lives. It comes down to the question:
“Am | interpreting Scripture in the
light of my sin, or am | interpreting my
sin in the light of Scripture?’ Each of
us can rightfully ask the same question
with our own pet sins, if ever we find
ourselves trying to justify sin by mis-
use of Scripture.

The Christian Response
Defined by Radicals

Sadly, those who hold convictions
are amost aways identified with the
extremists who claim to hold the same
convictions. For many, the pro-life
movement against abortion is defined
by the extremists who bomb abortion
clinics. Thus pro-life gains a “bloody”
reputation as nothing more than a
group of half-crazed bombers. The
same holds true for those who speak

against homosexuality. Those who
hold to what Scripture says regarding
homosexuality are branded as extreme,
homophobic, and worse. Thus,
Christian opposition to homosexuality
is associated with things like the brutal
beating and killing of Matthew
Shepherd.

People who were formerly gay
speak of seeing anti-gay protestors
with their signs proclaiming the
wickedness of homosexuality and the
judgment that awaited them because of
it. One former lesbian, now a Christian
speaker, pointed out that the signs
aways included 1 Corinthians 6:9-10
(“Neither homosexuals nor
sodomites. . . will inherit the kingdom
of God”), but never included verse 11:
“and such WERE some of you. But you
were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God.” The message of God’s judgment
was being conveyed very clearly, but
there was no message to tell those who

TheILC Tour Chair (see p. 15) travels comfortably by coach bus. Shown here are members of

the 2000 Choir in Sleepy Eye, Minnesota on Easter Sunday. After presenting a concert at Grace
church, they areready to depart for the next stop on the schedule.
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were caught in sin that there IS a way
out through Christ Jesus, our Savior.
There is atime for the Law and God's
judgment, but a message that does not
include Christ and the proclamation of
how to escape sin is a message that is
incomplete and decidedly not
Christian.

In all our witnessing and minister-
ing we strive to properly proclaim Law

and Gospel. This is likewise essential
as we minister to those who are caught
in the sin of homosexuality. Only the
Law can expose sin and convict the
heart of a comfortable sinner. Only the
Gospel can effect repentance and lead
the sinner to his Savior. We will con-
sider this more fully in the fina seg-
ment of this series.

—Pastor Wayne Eichstadt

Please note: it wasfirst thought that there would be four articlesin this series; we find that a fifth
is necessary to bring the subject matter to a conclusion. — Editor

=

Thelast of three devotionson . . .

THE BEST WAY TO DIE

Take yet another look at the cross—
the best way for Jesus to die, and the
best way for you to die—and to go on
dying, as Galatians 5:24 shows:
“Those who are Christ’'s have cruci-
fied the flesh with its passions and
desires”

The Holy Spirit creates a willing
obligation in uswhich follows our jus-
tification. It too is gift. Do we have a
hard time accepting this gift?“He died
for al, that those who live should live
no longer for themselves, but for Him
who died for them and rose again” (2
Cor. 5:15). “Our old man was cruci-
fied with Him . . . that we should no
longer be slavesto sin” (Rom. 6:6).

Out in timber country years ago,
loggers used the chute from the splash
dam up above as a fun lunch-break
ride on shovels down to the river
below.

All went well for one man until his
foot got caught near the end of a
ride—wedged firmly between two
thick slabs of timber that were used to

construct the chute. Try as he might,
he could not dislodge his foot. The
whistle blew up above, and logs start-
ed coming down the chute again.

The man had his ax strapped over
his shoulder. With seconds to spare, he
chopped off the offending foot and fell
free.

Matthew 18 says: “If your hand or
foot causes you to sin, cut it off and
cast it from you. It is better for you to
enter into life lame or maimed, rather
than having two hands or two feet, to
be cast into the everlasting fire.” Jesus
is talking about spiritual surgery here,
as did Paul up there in the introducto-
ry paragraph.

Or as in Colossians 3: “Set your
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minds on things above . . . For you
died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ . . .
appears, then you also will appear with
Him in glory. Therefore put to death
your members which are on the earth .
. put off al these”

Wewho live here “are always carry-
ing about in the body the dying of the

Lord Jesus”

It has been said that when we arrive
in heaven we shall recognize Jesus by
His death wounds. It seems fair to say
that Jesus will recognize us by—
among other things—the scars
incurred by our constant dying, in
Him.

—Pastor Warren Fanning

REFORMATION ORGAN CONCERT

Pastor Paul Nolting with
Daniel Sullivan

An organ concert was presented at 4:00
p.m. on October 29, 2000 at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Mankato, Minnesota by
Daniel Sullivan. The artist, son of Prof. &
Mrs. Paul Sullivan of ILC, is a member of
Messiah Ev. Lutheran Church, Eau Claire,
and is a senior organ performance and
music theory double-major at the Oberlin

College Conservatory of Music.

Anyone who attended the concert will
readily acknowledge that Mr. Sullivan has
been given a special musical talent. A pro-
gram folder listed specia opportunities he
has been given to display his gifts, includ-
ing four recitals through the United
Kingdom in the fall of 2001. Mr. Sullivan
has, as well, an ambitious schedule of com-
petitions and further studies.

Few of our CLC churches have the
organ and acoustics of Immanuel,
Mankato. It was a wonderful setting—and
special occasion on the church calendar—
for many area folks to enjoy the accom-
plished work of a gifted young musician.
“We thank (Daniel) for using God-given
gifts to bring us God's blessing of music!”
concluded the program folder. o
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FROM A PASTOR'SDESK . ..

A(NOTHER) MOVIE TO AVOID

Most Hollywood-produced movies
today are not worth seeing because
they promote behavior such as obscen-
ity, violence, immorality, and a variety
of other anti-Christian actions, idesas,
and attitudes.

Now comes a movie which, though
produced by Christian filmmakers and
purporting to be based on the Bible, is
also not worth seeing. We spesk of the
movie LEFT BEHIND. In our view this
movie—based on an endtime series of
novels by evangelist Tim LaHaye and
Jerry Jenkins—is not worth seeing
because it promotes false doctrine.

We have not seen the movie, but
have read a number of pre-release
reviews on it in some religious litera-
ture. To us, a least, the false doctrine
the movie promotesis suggested by the
title. The story line revolves around a
supposed endtime “rapturing”  of
believers out of this world to a better
one, leaving all unbelievers behind.
One reviewer writes: “LEFT BEHIND
isanovel about the return of Christ and
what happens to those not raptured up
to heaven because of their sinsand dis-
belief. . . ” Another reviewer puts it
like this: “The movie has some amus-
ing this-car-will-be-abandoned-in-
case-of -Rapture scenes, including one
on an airplane, in which the Christian
passengers and children under 12 dis-
appear, leaving their clothes behind.”

Such a “rapture” idea immediately
sends up “beware” flares for those of
us within the orthodox Lutheran com-
munity. For example, in speaking

about this movie, a CLC pastor recent-
ly posted the following on our synod e-
mail: “(The movie) is a dramatic story
based on the false premillennidistic
doctrine of the rapture, the seven-year
tribulation, the rise of anti-christ, the
mass conversion of the Jews, the battle
of Armageddon, etc. Remember Hal
Lindsey’s Late Great Planet Earth and
Countdown to Armageddon? This
movie isin the same vein. If you are a
pastor, warn your members. . . . If you
are aparent, talk to your kids about it.”

To explain what's behind his con-
cern, the pastor continues: “Those of
us who have served in strong pre-mil-
lennialistic parts of the country know
how the false doctrine can really mess
up a Christian with simple, child-like
faith.” Such words are a concerned
earthly shepherd’sway of paraphrasing
the words of the Good Shepherd who
warns His sheep: “Beware of false
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are raven-
ous wolves’ (Mt. 7:15). In our day |
trust we are hardly surprised at the sug-
gestion that false prophets can hide
behind the guise of a “Christian”
movie on the silver screen.

With all this, subscribers to the
Lutheran Spokesman might be remind-
ed of the seriesthat has been running in
our church magazine called “Biblical
Perspectives On The End Times.”
From the time the series (written by
pastor emeritus Paul F. Nolting) began
in August 1999, we have seen it as a
biblically based and orthodox L utheran
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response to the barrage of endtime
speculations connected with the turn of
the new millennium.

The Shokesman series may lack the
drama and sensationalism of many of
the end-time speculation books—and,
may we add, movies. Yet there is no
doubt in our mind that Pastor Nolting's
articles are much better for one's spiri-
tual digestion system. On the subject of
the Rapture, see the article in the issue
of February 2000.

As has been said, LEFT BEHIND is
based on a book—in fact, on a series of
books. And if the movie is not worth
seeing since it promotes false doctrine,
neither are the books worth buying for
the same reason.

—Pastor Paul Fleischer (Editor)
&=
Announcements
Correction

Most likely our subscribers noticed the misla-
beling on the cover of last month’s issue. Volume
43, Number 9 should, of course, have been desig-
nated for the month of March, not May. Our
apologies for any confusion caused. — The editor

From the ILC Board of Regents

Adelgunde Schaller has served at the high
school level of Immanuel Lutheran College for
forty years. She was one of the first two teachers
in the 1959-60 school year when the campus was
at Mankato, Minnesota. Through the years Mrs.
Schaller was called upon to teach English, Socia
Studies, History, Biology, Problems of
Democracy, and German. From 1982 until 1994

she taught part-time in the high school depart-
ment. Mrs. Adelgunde Schaller also served our
synodical school as librarian from 1982 until her
retirement on February 15, 2001.

As atoken of our appreciation we would like
to collect a monetary gift for this dedicated
teacher of our children. CLC members are invit-
ed to contribute to a“purse” that will be present-
ed during graduation ceremonies on May 19,
2001. Please make checks payable to Immanuel
Lutheran College, and stipulate: “For the
A. Schaller purse” Send gifts to Lowell Moen,
ILC Business Manager, Immanuel Lutheran
College, 501 Grover Road, Eau Claire, WI
54701.

| Cover:Matt Schaser




