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UNDER HIS

He hath done all things tvell: He maketh both the deaf
to hear, and the dumb to speak. Mark 7:37

A miracle had been done. One who

had been deaf and who had an im
pediment in his speech had been
touched by the Son of God. He heard
and spoke. It was this act of Jesus
Christ that moved the people who
were there so that they could not be
still but had to declare: "He hath done
all things well."

The reports of these miracles of
Je.sus are received with different
thoughts by different men. We count
ourselves among those who find a
rich measure of comfort in the record
of these miracles, for we walk "under
His hand." We rejoice in the power
with which He brushes aside the

powers of nature and accomplishes
His purpose.

Others speak of the miracles of
Christ with faint amusement. They
have taken to calling them myths,
fairy tales that have no substance and
that are not supported by fact. What
is so deadly about this is that this
criticism comes not only from those
who speak with scorn of all that has
to do with Cod. It has infected men
who are well known teachers of reli

gion, who identify themselves as se
rious students and teachers of Holy
Scripture. And, since this serves well
the powers of darkness, the modern
notions of famous men receive vast

amounts of publicity.

There is a danger here for the chil
dren of Cod. The excited reports of

the new thoughts and ideas of this
new breed of pastors and professors
of religion may well raise doubts in
the hearts of devout Christians. The

only defense is for us to reexamine
with care what it means for us that

we are "Under His Hand."

WE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT

THERE BY HIM

Let us remember that our claim

that we are "under His hand" is not

based on the insolent judgment that
is the product of our own wisdom.
We must learn to listen with deep
sorrow when men claim for them

selves the right to be counted as
children of Cod on the basis of their

decent character and life. They listen
not at all to the very Cod under
whose hand they claim to walk.

We know full well and dare never

forget that the matter of .sin, the
disobedience to the will of Cod that
goes on in our hearts and minds as
well as what is revealed by our words
and acts, stands as a mighty barrier
between us and our Cod. It is the

Lord Himself who has declared that

those guilty of sin have "come short
of the glory of Cod." They are not
His but are in fact the children of

Satan.

Yet we rejoice in tlie certain know
ledge that we are children of Cod
and do walk under His hand. John re
minds us in his first letter, "Behold
what manner of love the Father hath



bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God." But note well
that this is the product of God's love. ̂
This required of Him that He send
His Son, His only Son, to redeem us
from the curse of sin with His holy,
precious blood. His innocent suffering
and death. It is John again who tells
us "The blood of Jesus Ghrist His
Son cleanseth us from all sin."

It is the Lord Himself that.brought
us under His hand for He was driven
by His love to offer His Son for the
perfect sacrifice that alone could gain
the victory over sin for us. It is with
this that men are toying when they
question the truth of the miracles of
Jesus. For if He could not do the im
possible He was not fit to offer
the sacrifice needed that we might be
the children of God. They charge
God with fraud.

TO SHARE THE VICTORY
WITH HIM

When we say that we are under
His hand, we are not suggesting that
this is a burden that we bear. On

the contrary it is a source of strength
and comfort that exceeds anything
that man has discovered with all his

searching. It is the fruit of the victory
that Christ won for us over sin and

the consequences of sin.

We acknowledge with all humility
with the Psalmist that we have been
conceived and bom in sin. We know
from the judgment of God and from
personal experience the tremendous
hold that our sinful nature has on us.
We rejoice then in the victory of
Ghrist for us. He has brought us un
der His hand, wresting us from the
power of Satan. He comes and reigns
in our hearts, giving to us whom He
has redeemed the power to serve Him
in righteousness and purity. To this
end He does indeed chasten those
whom He loves. Directed by His per
fect wisdom He, does indeed intro
duce periods of pain and suffering
into our lives. He causes us to feel
heartache and loss. But these control-
ed misfortunes serve us and serve us
well in leading us to walk as children
of God.

Would we want it any other way?
But those who challenge the record,

who deny the Son of God the power
and wisdom to do the miracles that
He did, reduce God to the level of
one who could not possibly do what
needs to be done. In their pride they
are left with a god who could not
possibly overcome the power of Satan
in the hearts of men and whose judg
ment and wisdom is just as fallible as
ours.
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Walking under His hand, we know
that we have a power working for
us that is, in the simple sense of the
word, almighty. How desperately we
need just such a power!

We know that as children of God

we walk in a world in which we are

surroimded by violence and violent
men. We live in a world in which na

tion rises against nation with devas
tating eflFect. The individual who
would face this armed only with his
personal wit and strength must do so
with trembling heart. Ours is a civil
ized land. Yet the dangers that face
the individual are incredible. We are

faced with a steady stream of reports
that tell of uncontroled hate and lust
and greed in every corner of this
land. If our safety were to depend
upon our own ability to ward oflF these
dangers, we would have to dread
every moment of our lives.

But we are under His hand. He

is the One to whom has been given a
place at the right hand of the Father
far above all principality and power
and might and dominion and every
name that is named. Yes, we are as
sured by Him who redeemed us that
the desperate future is one that we can
face with confidence. He will rule
these mighty nations and will do so
with a careful eye on those who are
precious to Him. They may be touch
ed by the violence of nations and men,
but only to" the degree that our gra
cious Lord judges to be right and
good in His purpose for us.

In spite of the accumulated wis
dom of men, mankind has been im-
able to shield himself from the vio
lence of nature and the pain of illness.
There has been found no protection

against the wrenching eflFects of an
earthquake or the tearing power of
the wind. We who walk under His

hand find our sure comfort in the

knowledge that the Creator of heaven
and earth and all that in them is

rules these mysteries with His knowl
edge and power. It needed but a
touch from the Son . of God to restore

speech and hearing. He had but to
speak and the wind and waves sub
sided. What a precious comfort to us
that He who has made us His own

controls absolutely these terrors that
trouble the hearts of so many.
Would we want it any other way?
But what is there left for those

who are so proud of their new reli
gious thought that declares that the
record of the miracles of Christ is

false? They are left with a god who
has no more power than they and
who is as helpless as they are in the
face of the dangers of nature and ill
ness.

The subtle eifect of the widespread
publicity that this new religious
thought receives is that we may not
only question the trust that we have
had in the omnipotence of the Lord
who redeemed us, but also that we
become somewhat apologetic in speak
ing of these miracles. Let us be prop
erly impressed by the people who an-
noimced to one and all, "He doeth
all things well." They too were faced
by the opposition of skeptics. But
they could not be still! They had to
publish what they knew to be true
and wonderful. Let us take our cue
from them and declare with firmness
to one and all, "He doeth all things
well. He maketh the deaf to hear and
the dumb to speak."

R. Reim



mATs some oh Hta
"Everything nailed down is conning

loose," said Angel Gabriel in the
play, Green Pastures, by Marc Con
nelly. But that was in 1930, when a
lot of things seemed to come apart,
when banks closed, prices fell, and
farmers were billed for freight when
their produce didn't even pay its way
to the market. Vast numbers couldn't

find work, bonus anmies marched,
mobs engaged in violence. The 30's
were something to remember.
But what's going on here now?

Are you not reading your magazines?
If things seemed coming loose in the
30's —in comparison with the collapse
of things now, those years were but
a warning creak. For ourselves, we
find it rather useless to harp on this
tune, but we will replay a little of the
dirge just to remind you. But we don't
like the subject. For in the quietness
that God promises shall be our
strength, and in the stillness that He
invites us to be quiet with, we some
how don't suffer the jitters that many
seem to have. Our vocabulary is there
fore rusty.

But what's with society today?
What is going on here? Maybe we
should rather ask, what has happen
ed? Here is what your papers and
books say, since we have so little
stomach for it ourselves; "The 'way
of life' which historians sometimes

called classical liberalism (that is,
general decency among nations work
ed out by men of good will) was
one of the victims of our troubled

times. The cosmology (view of things)
built on parliamentary debate, decent
diplomacy, the open market place.

and Newtonian physics no longer pre
vails. (That's quite a change, if true;

• go back over it). We still believe in
individualism, but we fear for it in
the age of mass media, mass com
munication, and massive retaliation.'
"Everybody knows that at some

point in the lAventieth century Ameri
ca went through a cultural revolu
tion," wrote Henry F. May in The
End of American Innocence. "Glance
at a family album, or pick up a book
or magazine dated, say, 1907. You
will find yourself in a completely
vanished world." We often told our

students that the world has never

been the same as it was in about

1914. A professor of history looked
puzzled when we said this to him, so
perhaps it is not a waste of time to
try to make the point. But our column
has not the space of a book. So you
read some books. Start with David

Riesman's The Lonely Crowd, per
haps the best seller in the century
on this subject. Not the easiest read
ing but worth the trouble.

Or let Robert Oppenheimer tell
you what's going on here: "This world
of ours is a new world, in which the
unity of knowledge, the nature of
human communities, the order of so
ciety, the order of ideas, the very
notions of society and culture have
changed, and will not return to what
they have been in the past. What is
new is new not because it has never

been there before, but because it has
changed in quality. One thing that is
new is the prevalence of newness, the
changing scale and scope of change
itself, so that the world alters as we



walk in it, so that the years of man's
life measiure not some small growth
or rearrangement or moderation of
what he learned in childhood, but a
great upheaval."

It is that upheaval that is stimula
ting the tranquilizer market, send
ing us to mental hospitals in great
er number in general pulling us so
apart that we tend to feel that things
nailed down are coming loose. Pastors
and doctors especially know how
much the rip-tide of change has torn
our people loose to drift in double-
minded times of stress.

It is no solution to close our eyes
and hope it wi6 go away. That only
ups the evil. Some people don't want
to know more about it. But how shall

anyone work out a solution who re
fuses to face the problem? No cancer
ever went away from someone who
refused to admit that he had it.

Face what is going on here. Read a
book like The Rebellious Planet (Lon
Woodrum; Zondervan, Grand Rapids,
paperback, 1965). Let it detail for
you The Way TTiings Are, The Ex
plosive Era, The Time of Lawless
ness, The New Morality, The Truth-
Changers, The Way to 'Nothingarian-
ism,' etc. It also speaks of The Way
Out. Don't only go for a diagnosis;
go to the hospital. The healing pro
cess is also going on here. "O Israel,
thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me
is thine help. I will be thy king;
where is any other that may save thee
in all thy cities?" (Hosea 13:9f).

Let someone say that "older ways
of thinking and feeling have collaps
ed." Does that become true of every
body just because some'one has said
it? May it not be that the blasphemers
are so thick about us because God

would have us make ourselves sure

before it is too late? Surely, we have
not been brought to the present day
so that we, too, should annihilate
ourselves!

One thing going on here is that
men called theologians are saying that
oiu^ is now the century of "no religion
at all." Others call it the post-chris-
tian era. They say that "God has
withdrawn from the world, leaving
its affairs to man." And Christians,
pressed hard by what they see, may
be tempted to think so when Dr.
Harvey Cox of Harvard says that man
has now freed himself from his reli

gious prejudices "to turn his attention
away from worlds beyond and towards
this world and this time," for that is
what is going on, even in the church
es, yes, especially in the churches!
If judgment must begin at the house
of God, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the Gospel? See 1 Peter
4:17. We must report more fully
sometime on what is going on in the
churches, for what is happening there
deeply affects our society, and not for
good.

Nothing much really new is going
on after all, in some ways —nothing
that hasn't already been reported in
the early chapters of Genesis and
many other places in God's own his
tory of the world. When your papers
report crime increasing six times fast
er than the population; the same old
immorality under the word new; Cath
erine Genovese being stabbed while
thirty-eight persons watched without
calling the pohce; the asphalt jungles
aflame; the wife-swapping organiza
tions; the scandals in high places of
government; the gouging in the mar
ket place; parents afraid of their own



children, yes, of their own children;
the Supreme Court making it easy for
criminals —what is so new about all
this?

"The whole head is sick, and the
whole heart faint. From the sole of the
foot even unto the head there is no
soundness in it," says Isaiah (l:5f).
The Bible details the falsifying of
scales; selling the needy fOr a pair of
shoes; grinding oppression that made
life impossible for the downtrodden;
men's eyes standing out for fatness,
having more than heart could wish;
corrupt men speaking wickedly and
loftily; boasting that God doesn't
know —considering Him dead even
then! Men spent the night plotting
evil, waiting for the mpming so they
could go and do it. The house of the
harlot was open for the oldest occu
pation of mankind. And Hosea gives
us the impression that perhaps there
wasn't a woman in all Israel he could

marry who wasn't already a harlot.
Bribing judges was going on all the
time. Churchmen of Jesus' day made
prayers in public but in secret fore
closed on defenseless widows. Like

the rackets at the expense of the aged
today. So when someone asks what's
new in the doings of this vastly
"changed" world, we may also answer,
"nothing much." Things nailed down
have always been coming loose, all to
smash in Noah's day.
The Christian in today's society

has the work of finding his way
through it and Qut of it all. What is
going on has really already happened.
It is only more of the same. More
widespread, perhaps. Faster. Great
er quantity. Same quality.
Same solution. Obvious, partly. Not

always obvious to all. May we make
some suggestions?

Martin Galstad



HEAR IT SUNDAY

September 4

The Good Samaritan Sunday

Thirteenth after Trinity

The fez of the Masonic "Shriner" covers a head swollen with pride over
the wearers generous support of crippled children's hospitals across our nation.
Do his rich gifts please the Savior-God whom he denies? No more than the
numerous and outwardly wonderful works of the lawyer in this week's Gospel
could pay for his passport to Paradise. Returning love for the Savior alone makes
the deeds of people pleasing to the God revealed in Scripture. Matthew 25:40
.  . . "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto Me." Ghristian wives scrub and iron and cook, not merely
for worthy families, but ". . . unto Me." Young people are obedient first of all
". . . unto Me" and then to parents and superiors. Husbands love their wives
". . . as . . . unto Me." And Ghrist, the real "Good Samaritan," takes the still-
filthy rags of our righteousness and covers it with His own spotless, wool-white
gown. The shrunken fez will never do!

September II

The Thankful Samaritan Sunday

Fourteenth after Trinity

A
The world thrives on the sharpest, the biggest, the best, and the most. It is

no wonder that we Christians fail to serve as salt and lights in the world when
we are noted for the shortest memories that show our thankfulness to the Savior-
God to be the smallest and least important of all our service. As you approach the
throne of grace this Sunday, think of the leprosy from which you have been
declared free and cured. Could you do without it? What are you doing with it?
Let the light of your most thankful memory shine day-by-day and you may find
some of the worldly "impressed" to their eternal salvation.



September 18

God and Mammon Sunday

Fifteenth after Trinity

The big social push is toward mental health. Do you want to be a prime
mover in your community for this worthy project? Write to "Mental Health,"
Box 145, New Ulm, Minnesota, enclosing an order for your new Bible, open it to
Matthew 6:24-34, and stop fretting! Don't stop working — stop fretting! Your
friends will be amazed at the time you spend seeking God's Kingdom and
Christ's righteousness first. They (and even you) will be astonished to find that
you come out better in the worldly goods department than they do. Not
necessarily more, but better. That is because divine economics follow only
heaven's laws. Your flesh doesn't believe a word of it, really. "Try me," says the
Lord in Malachi 3:10.

September 25

Michaelmas Sunday

Sixteenth after Trinity

Do you believe in spirits? What do you know about angels? This Sunday in
the Church Year is set aside so that we do not lose the truths revealed by our
Lord concerning those ". . . spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall
be heirs of salvation." Hebrews 1:14. You may readily admit to having a "guar
dian angel" or two on occasion, but how do you fare when explaining your belief
in a "spirit world?" The cartoonist depicting risen saints equipped with wings and
harps in that beautiful, cloudy isle of somewhere seems to be getting his blas
phemous message across much better than we Christians are getting the tmth
across. If we expect to enter heaven against the almost unbeatable opposition
of the "powers of darkness" we must have all the annor of faith and tmth which
God supplies. This Sunday you can be strengthened and armed in the comforting
knowledge that God's children are well protected, since ". . . their angels do
always behold the face of My Father which is in heaven." Matthew 18:10. No,
we are not overcome by heat or fanaticism; but we believe in spirits!

B. Naumann
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''JESUS, JESUS, ONLY JESUS''

In this article Pastor Carlson of Denver, Colorado, leads
us into a profitable reading of a New Testament hook, setting
forth the superiority of Jesus and the need of unwavering
trust in Him.

If you could get a complete com
mentary on the entire Old Testament
in one volume, would you be interest
ed? If we add the guarantee that it is
absolutely trustworthy, would you not
want to get a copy at once? You al
ready have. It is, of coiu-se, that pre
cious thirteen-chapter epistle to the
Hebrews.

It is truly a wonder of God's Word
how beautifully this book fulfills a
need for those who are a little mys
tified by the multitude of ceremonies
and sacrifices of those two thousand

years preceding the Advent of our
King. Time after time the child of
God finds in Hebrews the truth of Dr.
Luther's statement that the Old Testa

ment teaches nothing but our dear
Savior, even though a bit hidden be
hind a lamb for a sin offering or some
other ordinance.

Actually, Dr. Luther did not al
ways praise this book or recognize its
value to the church. There was a

time, in fact, when he rejected both
Hebrews and James as not belonging
in the Bible at all. This was during
the period in which his call required
him to sift the dross of a thousand

years of popery out of everything;
when he had to carefully examine
what was truly a treasure of Ghrist's
Kingdom and what had been intro
duced by men later, .perhaps even to
bolster false doctrine. Luther felt at

the time that much in these two books

contradicted the rest of Scripture and

even that they teach otherwise than
God's Word teaches. On further study,
he saw that there was no contradic

tion and praised especially Hebrews
most highly. However, the difficulty
he experienced bears vivid testimony
to the fact that in urging you, dear
reader, to become more familiar with
this book, we are not recommending a
half hour's light reading.

This is heavy reading. Much em
phasis is placed on speed reading to
day. In the SPOKESMAN you have
been urged often to read through an
entire book at one sitting. This is
fine advice — but not here. The let

ter to the Hebrews is for digging,
for viewing the wonderful works of
our Savior-God jewel by jewel and
facet by facet, for taking one thought
along with you in the morning for
meditation all day.
We do not mean, of course, that

there is no value in rapidly reading
this epistle. There is, and much will
be gained thus, but then go back and
dig for the vein of gold which lies
a bit deeper. It is here, and it is
so enriching that one marvels each
time he asks, "Let's see —doesn't
Hebrews say something about that?"
and then finds exactly what his faith
needs.

There is another reason for urging
you to leam to appreciate Hebrews:
its fitting quality for our times and
circumstances.

Perhaps the fact that the GLC is
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few in numbers and widely scattered
has been overemphasized to the point
that we are in danger of falling into
the pitfall of subjective self-pity. One
cannot ignore the danger —and yet,
the simple fact is that we are few and
scattered. Which means that this book

fits us especially well.
It was written originally to the

dispersed Hebrew Christians scatter

ed by persecution, with faith sagging
at times, and badly in need of being
propped up in the certainty that the
reproach of Christ was worth bear
ing. To this end the writer gives them
the wonderful, comforting examples in
chapter eleven of those who had
borne the same things in times past,
and had been kept through it all
in faith that the Holy Spirit will at
the last day raise up and give to all
believers in Christ eternal life.

Who was the writer God used in

writing Hebrews? We don't know.
Luther thought it to be Apollos, and
he certainly fills the bill, this eloquent
man mighty in the Scriptures. Wheth
er God used this or another of His

chosen vessels doesn't matter so much

as how He used him.

When faith sags, when we are in
the battle well-nigh worsted, our gra
cious heavenly Father would often
direct us to one or another part of
this letter for strength and comfort.
How He does this is a marvel indeed

of His grace and of His concern for
the sheep of His flock.

This profound book is the only
book, or at least one of the few, of
the sixty-six books of Holy Writ which
has two themes.

The Spirit-breathed Word seems
here to approach those washed in the
blood of the lamb two ways —one

from the standpoint of the Savior, and
one from the standpoint of the saved.
Or expressed in terms with which we
have become familiar of late: one

from the aspect of the King of Salva
tion, and one from the aspect of the
people of His kingdom.
We might call one theme "Christ

is everything," and the other a general
admonition, "Let us go on."

In developing the first theme, the
author almost reminds us of the seven

teenth-century Lutheran dogmaticians
in his systematic approach. Almost
methodically'He points to Jesus' su
periority over every being. One by
one they fall as they are compared
to that name which is above every
name. One by one they are shown
to be utterly incapable of saving us,
or forgiving our sin, or providing a
sacrifice which the Father can see,
honor, and with which He can be
satisfied. First angels, then Moses,
Joshua, and Aaron are held up beside
Jesus and found wanting — until onjy
the Lord Christ is left.

This is not done to ridicule the

others but only to show that Jesus,
Jesus, only Jesus is capable of pro
viding that way into the Holiest of
all by becoming Himself the victim
and Himself the priest.

The dispersed, distressed Christians
are at the same time shown how

thoroughly and completely He did
this, and how trustworthy is the salva
tion which is in His Name.

I suppose that every Christian has
at one time or another had that ques
tion arise in his feeble heart, "Is
Christ he that should come or do we

look for another?" Especially, when
false Christs are clamoring for our at
tention all around us, the evil one
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can keep this question alive and
screaming at us constantly. How beau
tifully does the book of Hebrews
dispel all fears and quiet all doubts.

As we are led along following all
the Old Testament types and sacri
fices, one by one we are shown, "See
how your Savior fulfills and exceeds
this one?" "See, for example, how
superior is the blood of the Everlast
ing Son to the blood of bulls and goats
for the putting away of sin?"

Perhaps the most faith-assuring of
all is that moment when we are led

into the Holy of holies. There in that
forbidden room we are permitted to
stand for awhile and watch. There

we see the solemn ritual of the Leviti-

cal priest. There and at the altar just
outside we see God, through His
priests, sealing and bestowing upon
His people the forgiveness of their
sins through blood atonement. But
even as we are so impressed and
awed, suddenly we are brought up
short. There is a flaw in all this, in
fact two of them.

God in His grace is surely and cer
tainly absolving His people — and yet?
Gan the blood of bulls and goats take
away sin?

Then we are led to note another

imperfection. We see the priest do
ing something else. Even before he
offers up sacrifice for the people, we
must observe that he performs ano
ther rite. Because of his own imper
fection he must first of all, on each and
every repetition of the sacrifice, offer
up sacrifice first for his own sins, and
only then can he do so for the peo
ple.

Now the everlasting Spirit invites
us to stand in infinitely greater awe

and wonder as we see Jesus approach
ing the everlasting mercy-seat. Doubt
falls away and faith swells into joy
ous Hallelujahs as we hear the mag
nificent news, the gospel in its purest
form, "He needeth not daily as those
high priests to offer up sacrifice first
for his own sins, and then for the
sins of the people, for this He did
once when He offered up Himself."

As if this example were not enough,
we are led in the same way through
many other veils to view how gra
ciously the Father gave for us His
dearest treasure. His own dear Son,
the perfect Savior. And then — then
we are admonished.

All through Hebrews there runs
a thread of admonition but not in the

usual sense in which we often think

of this word.

The minor theme of which we
spoke is, "Let us go on," but if we
think of an admonition to action, this
marvelous epistle quickly changes and
deepens that concept. The admonition
here concerns attitude more than ac
tion.

We are urged to go on in doctrinal
strength, not to remain forever in
Ghristian kindergarten but to gradu
ate from teacher's college — to become
fitted to lead others to behold the

majesty and the glory which we have
beheld. We are urged on to become
vessels whom the Lord can use in

solving the church's problems, rather
than remaining one of the problems.

We are admonished to boldness.

Since we have a perfect Savior and a
perfect salvation, "Let us come bold
ly to the throne of grace that we may
find grace to help in time of need."
Christ has provided the open door in-
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to the Holy place —there is no veil
or curtain. It was torn in two. Re

member?

We are admonished to comfort,
and oh! such comfort! If we are toss
ed about, wandering in weariness in
this present world, there remaineth
a rest to the people of God.

If we wander as strangers and
pilgrims, misfits in the world, it
doesn't matter. We look for a city
whose builder and maker is God.

If we are without friends in the
world, look higher. We have a seat
reserved among the innumerable com
pany of the blessed. Wonder of won
ders, we even find that such friends

of God as Abraham, Enoch, and many
others cannot quite enter into the
perfection of the eternal mansions
without waiting for us.

If we are hated of all men for His

name's sake, we are taught, "He
hath said I will never leave thee nor

forsake thee. Therefore I will not fear
what men may do unto me."

This is but a glimpse into the beau
ty God sets before us in the epistle
to the Hebrews. May it incite you to
leam more of this gem. Here you will
find answers, eternal answers; and
here you will find hope for an anchor
of the soul both sure and steadfast.

N. R. Garlson
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from the

EDITOR

LUTHERAN FREE
CONFERENCE TO CONTINUE

Participants in the third Lutheran
Free Conference meeting at Colum
bus, Ohio, July 12-14, resolved to hold
a fourth free conference in the sum
mer of 1967.

The resolutions committee pointed
out that "both registrations and at
tendance indicate a continuing inter
est in the aims and piu^oses of the
Lutheran Free Conference." This
year's three-day conference was at
tended by 253 pastors and laymen
from ten Lutheran church bodies.
The purpose of the Lutheran Free

Conference is to provide an open
forum "for concerned Lutherans of
all synods to strengthen one another
through thorough discussion of the
Scriptures." Those attending shared a
deep concern for the rapid decline
of confessional Lutheranism in the
past thirty years.
A resolution was also adopted that

the topic at the fourth free confer
ence be a continuation of this year's
topic, "The Holy Christian Church
and True Ecumenicity."

Meeting this year at the Nation
wide Inn in Columbus, the partici
pants heard and discussed six essays
on this topic. After each essay was
presented two panelists gave their
reactions to the essay. This was fol
lowed by discussions from the floor.
The Rev. Norman W. Berg, Plymouth,

Michigan, served as moderator of the
conference.

It was felt necessary to continue
the same topic next year, since com
plete agreement was not reached on
all points of doctrine involved. The
fifth essay, on the "Functioning Forms
of the Church," provoked much dis
cussion. Some participants disagreed
with the essayist's contention that
Scripture does not specify the out
ward forms to be used, such as local
congregations and synods.

Essay six on the "Fellowship of the
Church," was too restrictive for some,
and not restrictive enough for others.
Considerable disagreement was ex
pressed with some thoughts presented
by the first essayist, particularly his
rejection of the antithesis of visible
and invisible church. The theme of the

first essay was "The Essence of the
Church."

The following pastors delivered the
essays. Winfred Schaller (Church of
the Lutheran Confession), "Essence of
the Church;" Milton Otto (Ev. Luth
eran Synod), "Creation of the
Church;" Otto Krause (Missouri
Synod), "Marks of the Church;" Oscar
Siegler (Wisconsin Synod), "Mission
of the Church;" Theodore Aaberg
(Ev. Luth. Synod), "Functioning
Forms of the Church;" and Harold
Romoser (Lutheran Churches of the
Reformation), "Fellowship of the
Church."
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ffigk
Fidelity
Preaching

C. THUROW

ON GOD AND NOT

ON HUMAN TRUST

The above is the title of the ILC

choir album mentioned in the July
column and now ready for release.
The name is suggested, by one of the
chorales. It expresses the theme of
the album as well as the heart of the
entire education at our Immanuel
Lutheran College.

Half of the selections are by the 33-
voice tour choir, recorded at Im
manuel Church in Mankato before

Easter and enhanced by the cathedral
like acoustics of the large building.
The rest are by the 66-voice ILC mass
choir (high school, college, and semi
nary). These are recorded at Messiah
Church in Eau Claire, with the 7th
and 8th grades of Messiah Crade
school joining in three selections.

Mr. Steve Wolf of Joel Recordings
of Mankato is the technical director.

He reports that the record will be
monaural but will play well on any
stereo set.

Professor Dommer, who directs the
choirs, says: "Our purpose is to ac
quaint the members of the CLC with
good music sung by their own people.
It is not our intent to compete with
professionals for excellence of per

formance or recording — we are not
so equipped. Nor vdll we make money
at this — mailing for any distance will
eat up the small profit margin. But
it is our own music sung by our own
choirs."

This album is ready for delivery
now for $3.98. Order at once: REC
ORDS — c/o ILC; Route 22, Graver

Road; Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701.
Include your zip code.

ELIJAH

A year ago our readers were urged
to consider Mendelssohn's oratorio

Elijah. VOX had released a three-
record album that is still the best:
VBX-208 or stereo SVBX-5208, $10
for either. It deals with the great
drought and God's preservation of
Elijah at the Brook Cherith and at the
home of the widow whose cruse of oil

and barrel of flour were scraping bot
tom — but never gave out. The con
test with the prophets of Baal is por
trayed in all its drama, as are Queen
Jezebel's efforts to annihilate Elijah.
ANCEL has now released a record

titled EXCERPTS FROM MEN

DELSSOHN'S ELIJAH. Because the
work had to be condensed to one-

third, no two people would ever agree
on what to omit or keep. But the
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choices are good; everyone will find was omitted from the June column,
much to enjoy, and the heart is all Some are wondering why the para-
there. Performance and recording are graph on Beethoven's great Missa
on a high level. Order: ANGEL 36288 Solemnis did not recommend a spe-
at $4.79 or S-36288 for $5.79. cific album. The following sentence

^  should be added: The album general-
ly favored is ANGEL 359S at $9.58

NOTE: Some critical information or S-359S for $11.58.

What Is Reality
What is reality in a Christian's life? When we think of reality, we consider

what is or what can or must be. Yet for Christians reality can include very un
realistic thoughts, because we are the children of God. In a Christian's life, ideals
and the impossible can become very real.

When husband and wife, sister and brother, or parent and child find fault
with one another, the hurt and sorrow become very real; the impossibility of
forgiveness and reconciliation, even if momentary, becomes very very real. Many
of us at one time or another are discouraged in finding work, in meeting or being
satisfied with the work which we have, and in feeling we are not getting the
results of our endeavors. When we must stand alone for our beliefs, we are often
more aware of the loneliness than the reasons for that loneliness. To our human
flesh these experiences are painfully real.

It is then that the impossible, according to our human and earthly nature,
can be ours in Chnst: the impossible of a forgiving and understanding heart
when human nature tells us to be angry and argue, the impossibility of finding
strength when we weaken and fail, and the impossibiity of tremendous hope
when we are alone. By our human standards of what we can see, hear, and feel,
reality is indeed limited. It is only when Christ has entered our lives that reality
expands into realms far beyond human imagination.

How many times do we react in the manner in which we have been treated?
It is almost an impossibility to be loving, to respond in love when we are hurt or
disillusioned by life. Yet Christ enables us to be generous in our love to our
family. He also enables us to be generous in our love to our fellow man. With
Chnst there is a reality we do not know: The growth of love, forgiveness, and
spreading of God's Word is not restricted to our capacity. We are not capable of
thinking the height nor depth that God's, love can bring to His people.

Very often we cannot see immediate happiness or peace of mind in our
lives. Frequently we despair of the crosses God has given us and may be led
to accept this way of life as reality. We function with what we can see. It is
then that we can be thankful again and again for a Heavenly Father who
promises His children far more than they can possibly know. It is then that we
pray again for a greater trust in His wisdom to lead us in His ways; to guide
us to live in a reality that only Christ can give.

— Submitted.
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5L &ead of Jife
All was now ready and Israel about to cross the Jordan and possess the

Promised Land! It was only natural that Moses, who had borne the heat and
burden of the day should desire — and tell Jehovah so — to enjoy the beauty and
rest of Canaan. But he who had represented the Law — and disobeyed its Giver
at the Waters of Meribah — was given but a glimpse and commanded to com
mission his successor.

DEUTERONOMY
Sept. 4-3:23-29 Instead of passing through, seeing through 410,1-2
Sept. 5-5:1-25 Farewell sermon: Blessing and Judgment 410,3-4
Sept. 6-6:1-9 To discipline is to educate — do it in Christ 630,1
Sept. 7-6:10-19 Remember, remember —I forgot, I forgot 630,2-3
Sept. 8-6:20-25 When your children ask you, tell the Truth 627,1-2
Sept. 9-18:9-14 Let others have their magicians 627,3-5
Sept. 10-18:15-22 Your Jehovah will give you a Prophet 353,1-2
Sept. 11-30:11-14 "The Word is very near you" 353,3-4
Sept. 12-30:15-20 "I have set before you life and good and blessing" 353,5-7
Sept. 13-32:1-6 "The Rock — His work is perfect" 463,1-2
Sept. 14-32:7-9 "Remember the days of old" 463,3-4
Sept. 15-32:10-14 "He kept him as the apple of His eye" 463,5-6
Sept. 16-32:15-18 "You forgot the Rock who begot you" 463,7-8
Sept. 17-32:44-47 "It is no trifle — it is your life" 293,1
Sept. 18-34:1-8 His eye not dim nor his body weak 293,2
Sept. 19-34:9-12 Full of Spirit but second to Moses 293,3

Many memories hallow the place where Moses left and mourning began:
Elijah and Elisha, John the Baptizer and Jesus. But mourning must be replaced
by motive and courage and faith. Israel's destiny would have been far different
if Joshua's motto and motivation would have remained theirs: "As for me and
my house we will serve the Lord."

JOSHUA
Sept. 20-1:1-9 Be strong and prize My words 528,1
Sept. 21—1:10-18 Instant acting and reacting 528,2
Sept. 22-2:1-7 Espionage 528,3
Sept. 23-2:8-14 Born of faith and one in piupose 528,4
Sept. 24—2:15-21 A scarlet cord in the window 528,5
Sept. 25—2:22-24 They are fainthearted because of us 528,6
Sept. 26-3:1-6 Follow the ark and sanctify yourselves 528,7
Sept. 27—3:7-17 The (ark of the) Lord divides the waters 528,8-9
Sept. 28—4:1-7 "What do these stones mean?" 629,1-2
Sept. 29-4:8-14 They stood in awe of Joshua 528„10-11
Sept. 30—4:15-24 You shall let your children know 629,3-5
Oct. 1-5:1-9 Saved from the reproach of Egypt 528,12-13
Oct. 2-5:10-12 Fruit replaces manna 528,14-15

N. Harms
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN LIST OF CANDIDATES
COLLEGE OPENING In response to the request of the Board

The ] 966-07 school year of Immanuel of Regents, the following have been
Lutheran College will op«'n September nominated for the professorship in theol-
6 at 9:00 a.m. (Central Daylight Time) ogy at ILC.
with a chapel .servici;. Registration in all Pastor George Barthels
departments will begin at 10:00 a.m. Pastor N. R. Carlson

C. M. Gullerud, President Professor R. Gurgel
Pastor Paul Nolting

ORDINATION Pastor Gordon Radtkc
Having been authorized by President ^orbert Reim

Paul Albrecht, I ordained Candidate ll
James Sandeen into the holy ministry, o"" W'J^red Schaller
and installed him as pastor of Trinity ''''' c u .
Lutheran Church, Millston, Wisconsin, Waldemar Schuctze

r I'll-'' Tach
George A. Barthels September 17.

James Pelzl, Secretary
126 Eastwood Dhvc

TEACHERS CONFERENCE Manlcato, Minne.sota 56001
The eighth annual Teachers' Confer

ence of the CLC will be held at Faith /-Li*k.i^E Anrtnecc
Lutheran Church, Markesan, Wisconsin, CHANGE OF ADDRESS
October 19-21. Egbert Albrecht

Mrs. Lois Albrecht, Secretary Markesan, Wisconsin 53946

CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION
TREASURER'S REPORT

July I, 1966 to August 1, 1966
BUDGETARY

RECEIPTS:

OfTerings $3,546.57
Memorials 4.00

Revenues, Tuition 5.00
Revenues, Board & Room 454.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $4,009.57
DISBURSEMENTS:

General Administration $ 109.46
Home Missions & Administration 3,056.77
Japan Mission 550.00
ILC, Educational Budget 3,139.45
ILC, Auxiliary Services Budget 1,135.92
Capital Investments 854.48

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $8,846.08
Cash Deficit This Period $4,836.51
Cash Deficit July 1, 1966 2,282.58
Cash Deficit August 1, 1966 $7,119.09

Respectfully submitted,
Lowell R. Moen, Treasurer

1309 7th Avenue N.W.

Austin, Minnesota 55912



In these last days — shouldn't
your friends be reading the Luther
an Spokesman regularly?

You are very concerned that the
Gospel is being distorted more and
more in many pulpits? How can you
communicate the life-giving truths to
your friends and relatives? Why not
show your concern by sending them
a subscription to the Lutheran Spokes
man. One of our readers purchases a
subscription each month for another
person.

To encourage you in this mission
work which goes into all the world,
we are making a special offer this
month. The more subscriptions you
purchase, the lower the cost per sub
scription. One yearly subscription is
$2.00. If you place an order for two
subscriptions the price is $3.50. The
price of three subscriptions to three
different persons is $4.75. All addi
tional subscriptions above three will
cost only $1.25 per subscription.
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Enclosed please find:

$2.00 for 1 subscription _

$3.50 for 2 subscriptions

$4.75 for 3 subscriptions

Fill out and send to; The Lutheran Spokesman
8503 Noble Avenue

Sepulveda, Calif. 91343


