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We Sing a New Song

The voice of a great multitude
is singing it. The voice of many
waters is singing it. It is like the
voice of mighty thunderings. It is
the “Alleluia” we learned to sing
again on Easter.

This new song continues to fill
our hearts through this Easter sea-
son. And it should make our entire
life an Easter season, a constant
“Alleluia” to the new-crowned
King. The Spirit in Revelation 19:6
gives rich meaning to the Alleluias
of the believers, when He teaches
us to sing:

Alleluia: for the Lord God Omni-
potent reigneth.

The Lord God stepped forth on
Easter morning. Gone were the
trappings of death. Torn aside was
the vision of sorrow and pain.
Brushed away were the mocking
tongues, the wicked unbelief. The
earth trembled and shook. The
heavens were torn open to send
forth an angel of light. With the
strength of the Lord God he
brushed aside the ancient stone
from the grave.

And lo, the grave with open
mouth began to sing the song: He
is risen, He is risen, the Lord God
omnipotent conquered death.

In Jerusalem a curious march
begins, a mach never seen before
or after. The bodies of saints long
dead are leaving their graves. They
walk rejoicing among the children
of death. His death had broken
open their graves; His new life
drives them forth into the streets.
What a morning! Christ has broken
death’s strong chain. A flood of
eternal life is flowing over a dying

world.

And lo, the open mouths of the
graves of the saints do sing: The
Lord God hath abolished death and
brought life and immortality to
light. O death where is thy sting, o
grave, where is thy victory? The
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

Like a strong breath of life He
walks over our cemeteries and
through our tears of sadness. The
Lord God unites power and love to
stamp upon our salvation the seal
of acceptance. An antiphonal song
it is: Tt is finished, He is risen, He
is risen, it is finished. Christ died
for our sins, Christ is risen for our
justification. Father, Son, and Spir-
it in grandeur and majesty proclaim
the completed work. No more can
the King wear the linen of death:
His robe is the light and splendor
of heaven. Gone the crown of
thorns: let the diadem of heavenly
glory crown His head. His work is
done: All men are redeemed, all
men are safe and justified.

Alleluia: the Lord God omnipo-
tent reigneth. We have a new King!

Omnipotent — what a glorious
Word. All power and might are His.
See how the keepers of the grave
scurry and run. The proud power of
Rome? It dropped into the open
grave. The soldiers faint. They rise
and run crazed with fear. Not all
the might of man could keep Him
in the grave: The Omnipotent has
begun to rule.

O hear it, kings and princes,
mighty ones on earth. Jesus Al-
mighty is ruling. He has bought the
kingship with His blood, and lo, it
belongs to Him: all nations and all
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kingdoms, all dictatorships and all
democracies. There is no power but
His: the Father placed all power
into His hands. Bow before Him;
honor Him; and keep silent before
Him who has might and dominion
over all the world.

O hear it, Death and Devil, you
mighty rulers of darkness. The
Lord God omnipotent is ruling.
Hear the new King: Your rule over
my children is over. Your rule is
ended altogether. It shall be pro-
claimed to all men: Whosoever be-
lieves in me shall never see death.
The reign of darkness is over.

All power over heaven and hell
belongs to the risen King. The pon-
derous gates of Paradise, closed to
men by their sins and guarded by
the angel with the sword, are now
in His almighty hands. He, and He
alone, shall decide who enters. He
alone shall bar the gate to others.
The spoils of battle are His, in re-
splendent power He rules the way
to life. He, He alone, holds the key
to the gates of hell. No devil shall
drag shrieking victims to their eter-
nal doom. The omnipotent Lord
shall be the Judge, shall eternally
condemn all who refuse to trust in
His magnificent salvation.

Alleluia! The Lord God omnipo-

tent reigneth.

He reigns over us. The world
goes madly on, it hears Him not.
Human power and might blind the
eves and deafen the ears. Man still
thinks he can be secure by having
the largest bomb or by reaching the
moon first. Even churches believe
and teach that the Church is in
great jeopardy if we do not expose
and uncover every spy and enemy
of democracy.

O hear, children of God, our Lord
omnipotent is ruling. We tremble
not, we fear no ill. His divine judg-
ments will still sweep the world. But
he that dwells in the secret place
of the most high shall abide under
the shadow of the almighty, the
omnipotent King. He has forgiven
our sins, He has made us His sub-
jects. He is our Lord God. Be not
like the trembling disciples still
hiding behind locked doors. Walk
onward through this short life un-
der the shadow of the Omnipotent.
For our Lord is ruling.

The usual stories of sickness, tor-
nados, and floods surround us. The
same tears fall year by year. The
same number of new graves are
dug. The same number of funerals
take place. Even in Eastertide there
is dying. The world laughs at us
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and our faith in the life-giving
Lord.

But hear it, o children of God:
Our Lord God reigneth. He, He
leads through storm and flood,
through war and peace. Blessed are
they who have not seen and yet be-
lieve. Nobody saw Him rise from
the grave. They were simply told:
He is risen. All is well. He is risen.
Slowly the joy rose in the hearts of
the disciples. Far too slowly. Let
it not be so with us. In confident
faith cling to the words in all your
sorrows and tears: Our Lord God
reigneth. He rules the world for
His children. Fear not!

Oh yes, the Lord Jesus reigneth.
The last Easter promise is still be-
fore us, but most surely it is com-
ing: He shall raise up me and all
the dead. On that day there shall

be no disobedience. All will hear
the voice of the omnipotent King
and come forth from their graves.
Life shall flow into the bodies and
the last great march shall begin,

With rejoicing our dead bodies
shall hear the voice and hasten to
the meeting, hasten to find our
places in that huge chorus of heav-
en and earth singing: Alleluia, The
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

So come, throw all your griefs,
your fears, your doubts and worries
into the empty open grave. That’s
where they belong. Let them die
and stay buried. With quiet trust
we shall serve the Lord God walk-
ing in the shelter of His omnipotent
love, and as we walk quietly, we
keep singing louder and louder:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Our Lord God
omnipotent reigneth. Alleluia!

W.S.

???????

from the

EDITOR

Not Either-Or

Is this piece of wood hard or
brown ? Yes.

The question sums up the variety
of fascinating mail about the letter
from the “concerned layman” in the
February issue. Some think the log
is hard but not brown.

Is the issue between CLC and
Wisconsin a matter of doctrine or
is it a personal issue ? Of course,
the question is wrong because it im-
plies an either-or. And this little
log might just be both hard and
brown.

His Teaching

It is very hard. There is a deep
doctrinal cleavage between our syn-
ods. This separation is not over a
small matter of doctrine. In each
century Satan launches one major
attack, the attack best suited to the
spirit of the time. In this socialistic
age the Devil is bombarding all
Christendom with a special napalm.
The fire spreads from church to
church. One idea dominates: we
must unite against a common ene-
my. Nothing dare separate us. If
Scripture teachings separate us, the
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teachings of Scripture must be sac-
rificed. The only sin is disunity.

This attack calls for a clear ex-
pression from the churches on the
sure truth of Scripture, on the clear-
ness of Scripture, and on the need
for faithful adherence to Scripture
truth. When Satan says error can
be tolerated, Jesus’ people must an-
swer: no error can be tolerated; it
must be condemned and avoided.

Church after church failed to
meet the challenge. The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod went along
with the principle of uniting for
joint church work with groups that
teach contrary to the teachings of
the Lord. The Wisconsin Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Synod also failed.

Wisconsin was opposed to the
growing laxity in doctrine. But she
formulated the teaching wrong be-
cause of her concern with preserv-
ing fellowship with the Missouri
Synod. Wisconsin contended that
the passages from Scripture in-
structing the strong to bear the
burdens of the weak must be taken
into account in applying the pas-
sages on separation from false
teachers. As late as 1953 the Wis-
consin resolutions on its relations
with Missouri were based on Gal-
atians 6:1-2, where St. Paul ad-
monishes the strong to restore a
fallen brother in the spirit of meek-
ness.

When to separate from false
teachers, when to stop transferring
Jesus’ sheep to a pastor who teaches
contrary to Jesus became a ques-
tion of judgment. When a majority
believe that admonition is of no
further avail, said Wisconsin, then
the erring church ceases to be weak,
and becomes a false-teaching

church.

Those who left Wisconsin, be-
ginning in 1957, considered it their
first obligation to set forth clearly
the scriptural principles applying
to these ecumenical problems. In
Concerning Church Fellowship we
have a clear answer for the 20th
century of what was meant in Ar-
ticle VII of the Augsburg Confes-
sion: “And to the true unity of the
Church it is enough to agree con-
cerning the doctrine of the Gospel
and the administration of the Sac-
raments.” Concerning Church Fel-
lowship emphasizes throughout the
sureness and clearness of God’s
teachings, and that relationships
with people are secondary to loyal-
ty to our Savior and His Word.

This doctrinal position was not
won without great struggle. In the
chaos and confusion of this age each
of us was compelled to set aside
all previous notions that we might
listen carefully and intently to the
words of our Lord. The result is
that the Lord has blessed us with
a strong position, a good instru-
ment to cope with many tempta-
tions of the day.

For a Blessing

This blessing can also bless oth-
ers. At present 959, of the Luther-
ans in America belong to the LCA,
ALC, and the Missouri Synod.
These three churches are committed
to false principles of the ecumeni-
cal age. They are willing to do
joint church work with such as deny
or change teachings of our Lord.
Five per cent of the Lutherans in
America are not going along. In this
five per cent are the Wisconsin Syn-
od, the ELS, the CLC, and some
who still have membership in the
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large bodies, but have not severed
their relations.

Among this five per cent there
is still much confusion on the ques-
tion of church fellowship and the
tolerating of error. There is still
much unwillingness to take the
Lord fully at His Word when He
asks us to avoid all who teach con-
trary to His doctrine. There is still
much of the Wisconsin influence at
work, namely, the mingling of pa-
tience with the weak and separation
from false teaching. The CLC can-
not sacrifice its scriptural position
for the sake of uniting the five per
cent. The issue is doctrinal. The
wood is hard.

But the CLC has a blessing to
be a blessing. We should do all in
our power to show forth the bless-
ing God has given us. And here is
where the log can be brown as well
as hard.

In a doctrinal battle we recognize
that we are all prone to allow per-
sonal feelings to enter in and be-
cloud the issue. Luther and Walther
were not immune to this failing of
the flesh. While men fight for
Christ and His Word with the high-
est motives and with the truest
doctrine, they remain, alas, men.
While we daily plead with God to
purge us of every wicked way, the
sins of the flesh lie close at hand.

Pride asserts itself; the party-
spirit says we are the right ones.
Bitterness bubbles up easily. Hos-
tility and anger and warlike atti-
tudes lend themselves well to the
battleground of doctrinal strife. We
can easily make the reason for our
origin become the reason for our
existence. These are all Satan’s

weapons to thwart the blessed ef-
fect of a Luther, of a Walther, and
of every person or group proclaim-
ing the truth over against the er-
rors of the day.

To admit we are very capable
of being militant, contentious, and
filled with personal resentments and
animosities is not to admit we have
no doctrinal position. Rather, be-
cause we have an important doc-
trine to proclaim we will always
be most anxious daily to drown
everything of the flesh which hin-
ders its proclamation.

We can be doctrinally firm and
at the same time compassionate.
This compassion dare not be a dip-
lomatic front we wear in order to
achieve unity with Wisconsin or
other groups. A re-union is of sec-
ondary importance, and something
which man does not accomplish
with his own efforts. There is much
more at stake. Love and compas-
sion must flow from Christ the Vine
through all His branches and push
out the sinful emotions of the par-
tisan spirit so that we bear good
fruit. We want to be pure at heart
so that we may be vessels of the
Master which He can use for noble
use. We want to be purged of all
that is evil so that we may never
hinder our primary function: we
are here to make disciples of all
nations.

It is never either-or. May we
never forget that it is very possible
to be 1009 orthodox and still be
vessels unsuited to the Master’s
use .When militancy crowds out
compassion we are suited for cut-
ting off ears. The hands of the Mas-
ter are used to heal the ears.



On the United Front

TOOWOOMBA (Queensland),
Australia — A plan for uniting
this country’s two Lutheran
churches has been approved by the
smaller and more conservative
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Australia.

The vote on their Document of
Union in the general convention on
March 15 was unanimous. However
there was strong opposition from a
small minority at the ELCA pas-
tors’ conference three days earlier.
At the pastors’ conference the vote
was 110 to 15 in favor of the Docu-
ment of Union. Final action in the
convention itself had to be post-
poned two days to allow time for
the reconciliation of views outside
the sessions.

The ELCA has been in fellow-
ship with the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and the Wisconsin
Evengelical Lutheran Synod. Its
spokesmen have in the past been
critical of the growth of sinful
unionism in the Missouri Synod.
Since 1952 the Australian Luther-
an unity efforts have been dead-
locked because the ELCA has been
charging the other Australian Luth-
eran Church with sinful unionism,
because of the latter’s associations
with the Lutheran World Federa-
tion and with the Lutheran Mis-
sion in New Guinea.

This other Lutheran Church is
the United Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Australia, which has fel-
lowship with the American Luther-
an Church.

The document calls for an im-
mediate declaration of pulpit and
altar fellowship and eventual or-

7

ganic union. The ELCA has 51,-
000 members and the UELCA has
60,000 members. The UELCA is
expected to accept the document
in its October convention.

The stipulation in the document
which made acceptance possible
was that the UELCA drop member-
ship in the Lutheran World Fed-
eration. Both churches must sus-
pend their existing church fellow-
ship with the American churches.

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Represen-
tatives of six Christian denomina-
tions met here, April 5, in what
was called “a more determined
move” to take definite steps to-
ward forming a united church.

At the opening session of this
fourth annual meeting, the presid-
ing chairman predicted “a real
move forward.” Achievement of the
proposed six-way merger would be
the largest rejoining of churches in
American history. The denomina-
tions involved have about 23 mil-
lion members. Their general aim is
a united church “truly Catholic,
truly reformed and truly evangeli-
cal.”

Those taking part are the United
Presbyterian Church, the United
Church of Christ (itself a result
of a two-way merger with Congre-
gationalists), the Methodist
Church, the Protestant Episcopal
Church, the Evangelical United
Brethren Church, and the Christian
Churches (Disciples of Christ).

What are the tensions still exist-
ing ? The presiding chairman said
they concerned only timing of steps
toward union and not basic theo-
logical differences. The main dif-
fering view is on the ordained min-
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istry. Varying methods used for
conferring clerical standing is one
of the chief barriers to bringing the
churches together. As soon as a
compromise can be worked out for
apostolic succession, and ordination
by regional units or congregations
the last barrier will have been over-
come.

Selma and the Lutherans

SELMA, Ala. — The Rev. Jo-
seph M. Ellwanger, on March 6,
led some 70 white Alabamans on
a 12-block march to the Dallas
County courthouse, where he read
a statement calling for an end to
police: brutality and voter discrimi-
nation. Mr. Ellwanger is pastor of
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Birmingham.

At the church where the march
originated, Mr. Ellwanger was con-
fronted by a fellow Missouri Syn-
od pastor, the Rev. James Rong-
stad of St. John’s Lutheran Church
in Selma, who told him:

“Rev. Ellwanger, you have had
your Birmingham and now we have
our Selma. We did not interfere in
your problems and we do not need
your interference in our problems.”

Before Mr. Ellwanger read his
statement from the steps of the
courthouse, a deputy sheriff step-
ped in front of him and read a tele-
gram from the president of the Mis-
souri Synod’s Southern District.
The telegram stated Mr. Ellwanger
was acting as an individual and not
as a representative of the Missouri
Synod. The president stressed that
he differed with Ellwanger on the
procedure but agreed on the ob-
jective.

In the march to Montgomery on

March 9, which was turned back,
there were more than a score of
Lutheran clergymen. More than
half were Missouri Synod pastors
from churches in New York, Pitts-
burgh, Birmingham, Washington,
D.C., and other points.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Repre-
sentatives of the nation’s three ma-
jor Lutheran churches were among
3000 religious leaders who gathered
here for an interfaith witness in
behalf of Negro voter registration
rights on March 12. It was held at
the Lutheran Church of the Re-
formation on Capitol Hill and was
called by the Commission on Relig-
ion and Race of the National Coun-
cil of Churches.

Representing the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod at the re-
quest of the church body’s presi-
dent, Dr. Oliver R. Harms of St.
Louis, was the Rev. Herbert B.
Roepe, pastor First Trinity Luth-
eran in Washington. Another Mis-
souri Synod representative was the
Rev. Reuben J. Schmidt of St.
Louis, assistant executive secretary
of the Board of Missions in North
and South America.

Clergy of all faiths united in
prayer urging equal voting rights
for all American citizens. There
was testimony from Selma march-
ers, folk singing, a Catholic priest’s
memorial prayer for civil rights
martyrs, a Methodist bishop’s call
to action, and a Jewish rabbi’s ben-
ediction.  *

The purpose of the assembly was
to urge all present “to say to the
members of Congress what you feel
about the necessity of immediate
passage of a strong voting bill that



will give franchise of voting to ev-
eryone in this nation.” Then 17
men were chosen to visit the White
House “to convey to the President,
Vice President, and Attorney Gen-
eral the deepfelt feeling and con-
viction that it is not yet clear in
this nation that the executive
branch is strongly and fully taking
all the action that it can in this
matter.”

The assembly was very angry
and upset when the 17 returned
and reported that the President
“gave this group nothing except a
pat on the back.”

9

Go, therefore, into every terri-
tory of the Roman world, and set
the nations free from the tyranny
of Rome; put an end to slavery
that all sinners may have a better
life here on earth in Satan’s king-
dom; be yoked together with the
Judaizers, the Pharisees, the wor-
shipors of Jupiter, Venus and pray
together with all who do not teach
what I have commanded. When you
have established democratic voting
rights for all nations, then you will
have established the kingdom of
God on earth. For your citizenship
is in this world.

CHURCH

NEWS

Pastor Daniel Fleischer

MANKATO, Minnesota — Dan-
iel Fleischer was installed as assist-
ant pastor at Immanuel congrega-
tion on November 22, 1964. Pastor
Gordon Radtke preached the instal-
lation sermon on the basis of Luke
10:16. Pastor Fleischer had served
Immanuel as vicar for one year
after his graduation from Immanuel
Lutheran seminary in 1963. His
home had been at Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin, before coming to Man-
kato.

SLEEPY EYE, Minnesota —
Grace Lutheran marked its fifth
anniversary, February 28, 1965.
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Pastor M. Galstad with children baptized at Winter Haven

Pastor L. W. Schierenbeck of Aus-
tin, Minnesota, was the guest speak-
ar in an afternoon service of re-
consecration.

WINTER HAVEN, Florida —
One hundred and five people
crowded into the church. Many of
them prospective members. It was
an unusual service for 18 children
were baptized, children ranging in
age from 13 years to six months.
Where did they come from? They
came from homes new to the good
news about the Lord Jesus. What
brought them? Many of them were
brought into contact with the Gos-
pel through that frequently under-
rated mission arm of the Church,
the Christian day school. Where
did this little Pentecost happen?
It happened at Winter Haven,
Florida. The day was January 31,
1965. Pastor Martin Galstad writes
that since then an adult member-
ship class has begun.

AUSTIN, Minnesota—A March
flood completely surrounded St.
Paul’s church and came within one
inch of the main floor of the church
and parsonage. Damage was sub-
stantial and will prove a major ex-
pense for the congregation. Between
five and six feet of water were re-
ported in the basement. Only the
heroic efforts of the members pre-
vented a worse situation.

DOWAJIAC, Michigan — Re-
deemer congregation has organized,
drawn up its constitution, and is
applying for membership in the
CLC. The congregation has eight

voting and 19 communicant mem- -

bers. Pastor Ralph Schaller serves
the congregation from Coloma,
Michigan.

PUEBLO, Colorado—When Pas-
tor L. D. Redlin accepted the call
to Redeemer congregation at Chey-
enne, Wyoming, in December, the



infant congregation at Pueblo voted
to disband. Pastor Redlin had large-
ly supported himself through secu-
lar employment. Since the congre-
gation was not among those congre-
gations receiving financial support
through the Mission Board, and
since under the circumstances there
seemed little hope of getting a pas-
tor who might serve them even on
a part time basis, the members felt
that disbanding was only accepting

A REPORT OF THE

In offering this report the Board
of Doctrine of our Church of the
Lutheran Confession is continuing
its policy of keeping the members
of our church informed of any sig-
nificant developments, however
fragmentary and inconclusive they
may be, in the on-going effort
toward “a frank discussion of all
the issues” that lie between the
Wisconsin Synod and our church
and cry for a God-pleasing settle-
ment.

Under the date of February 18
President Naumann wrote Presi-
dent Albrecht informing him that
the Wisconsin Commission on Doc-
trinal Matters had devoted most of
a two-day session in January and
“considerable” additional time at
another meeting in February to a
discussion of the relationship of
their synod with the CLC. The let-
ter said nothing about the “new ap-
proach” that the Wisconsin Com-
mission considers necessary for
further discussion between our two
bodies.

The letter dealt mainly with the

1

that which was inevitable. Our Re-
deemer congregation numbered 11
communicants and had become a
member of the CLC as recently as
the 1964 Fond du Lac convention.

A Bequest

Immanuel Lutheran College has
received a $5,000.00 bequest. It
comes through St. Paul’s congrega-
tion at Austin, Minnesota.

BOARD OF DOCTRINE

sensitive issue of “blasphemy.”* In
a letter of October 26, 1964, Presi-
dent Albrecht had asked: “Does the
Wisconsin Ev. Luth. Synod wish
publicly to accuse the Church of
the Lutheran Confession of blas-
phemy in having by its actions
caused outsiders to blaspheme the
Gospel?” In substance President
Naumann replied that his synod as-
sumes the responsibility of respect-
ing the findings of one of its Dis-
tricts “by publishing the report of
the District convention in the Sy-
nodical paper” but does not “as
sume the responsibility of substan-
tiating or investigating the findings
until a proper appeal from action
of a District is brought to the Syn-
od in an orderly fashion.”

While we can thus read from the
letter the reply that we are not to
regard the publication of the charge
of blasphemy as a judgment of the
Wisconsin Synod, we find the ref-
erence to “an orderly fashion” of

*For further information sec the Lutheran Spoka
man, December 1964, pa fes 14 16 or ]ouma of
Theology, December 1964, pages 47-4
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bringing an “appeal” quite unre-
lated to the question that has been
asked. No effort was made by Pres-
ident Albrecht to appeal from the
judgment of a district of the Wis-
consin Synod. Such an appeal
would not be in order and for that
reason alone could not benefit our
purpose of expediting further dis-
cussion of the issues that still lie
between us in order to remove
them.

These questions and issues, we
wish to remind our readers, are in
no sense a list of personal griev-
ances or the product of a fleshly
desire for vengeance. A letter in the
Spokesman very recently warned
us all against such motivations. If
indeed the tensions between Wis-
consin and ‘the CLC were caused
by a sense of personal injury, if
honest efforts toward fruitful dis-
cussion were being blocked by a
demand for personal satisfaction,
then we would be in a bad way.
But those who are fully informed of
the true state of affairs know that
our church body was not estab-
lished out of vainglory or resent-
ment, but with much anguish of
heart and out of a conviction firmly
anchored in God’'s Word. It was
done for the preservation of the full
truth of this Word among us, and
in opposition only to what we rec-
ognized as a departure from that
truth within the Synodical Confer-
ence. So we found ourselves united
and blessed in a fellowship that
has been ready and willing to sac-
rifice much in order to bear witness
to the Truth. This history speaks
for itself.

Admittedly we are concerned

with history as well as with the
present and the future. To dismiss
the past as irrelevant would be to
disregard also the working of the
Holy Spirit by which in that past
He strengthened so many to oppose'
what was wrong.

When at long last the Wisconsin
Synod in 1961 severed fellowship
with Missouri the CLC viewed this
step with satisfaction and thankful-
ness. Quite naturally we asked:
What now still separates us from
Wisconsin? After careful thought a
list of specifics was drawn up at
the convention at Spokane, not to
widen but rather to point the way
to a sound healing of the breach:
1. Deviations from the Scriptural
doctrine of church fellowship. 2.
Deviations from the doctrine of the
Clarity and Authority of Scripture.
3. Instances of violation of the sanc-
tity of the Call. What did these
statements mean?

Let it be said at once that the
third point refers not to Wiscon-
sin’s doctrine, which affirms the
sanctity of the Call, but rather to
specific violations of that doctrine.
The first two charges, however,
have a somewhat different back-
ground. Now that Wisconsin had
applied Romans 16:17-18 to the
Missouri Synod, our minds went
back to the resolutions of previous
conventions, Saginaw — 1955, New
Ulm — 1957, Saginaw — 1959, and
the statements of principle which
accompanied these resolutions and
subsequently defended them and
kept them in force. Approved by
the entire body and recorded in
official publications, these state-
ments have never been revoked and
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must be regarded as a part of the
public doctrine of the Synod.

This is particularly true of the
report of the Protest Committee in
1958. Here the resolutions of 1955
and 1957 for the continuing fellow-
ship with Missouri were explained
and justified. We recognized and
see even now in these statements an
expression of false principles. When
Wisconsin’s representatives today
says they subscribe to our state-
ment concerning termination of
church fellowship with such as
cause divisions and offenses con-
trary to the doctrine we have
learned, this must be compared
with their statements on the same
subject made in that critical period
from 1955 to 1961, statements to
which we could not then and can-
not now subscribe.

NURTURING TENDER

In Their Attitude

“What is wrong with today’s
teen-agers?” is an oft repeated ques-
tion. “They seem so defiant toward
any one who tries to tell them any-
thing.” In an article on “Today’s
Teen-agers,” the Minneapolis Trib-
une, February 14, 1965, used the
words of a 16 year old teen-ager to
sum up this attitude of today’s
teen-ager. She said: ‘“The main
thing is we want to do things for
ourselves. I'd rather fall down and
break a leg to learn I shouldn’t
walk this way, than have my par-
ents tell me. Just let us make our
own mistakes.”
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We seek to determine whether
this situation can or will be recog-
nized and either clarified or reme-
died. And here we cannot be con-
tent with half-way measures. The
testimonies of God’s Word are at
stake, and none of us should be
ready to compromise them for the
sake of a quick outward peace or
reconciliation. What we must seek
first of all and above all is true
agreement, unity. For this we are
willing to pray, labor, and wait if
need be. Having attained such true
agreement and unity, reconciliation
will be easy, peace will in fact have

_come. For we have not lost our love

for those who once were, and, pray
God, may again become our breth-
ren.
The Board of Doctrine,
E. ScHALLER, Chairman

PLANTS

Toward God’'s Word

The article goes on to show that
this determination to learn by mak-
ing their own mistakes leads teen-
agers to experiment with such
things as glue sniffing, drinking,
smoking, and sex even after they
have been plainly shown all the
possible consequences. They still
want to see from their own expe-
riences whether these things are
really so.

This attitude is by no means a
new attitude in human beings. Cain
had it when he rejected God’s warn-
ing and experimented with jeal-
ousy. From there he went on to
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kill his brother Abel. His attitude
toward God’s Word was merely the
continuation of Adam and Eve’s
attitude when they chose to experi-
ment with eating the forbidden
fruit.

As you search through Scripture
you will soon see that this attitude
of rejecting God’s Word to learn
through experimentation in moral
matters is the beginning of sin.
Faith requires that we believe and
do what God tell us in His Word.
Our flesh, on the other hand, de-
mands the proofs of experience! Qur
flesh wants the right to learn from
our own mistakes that drunkenness
leads. to degeneration, that adultery
leads to shame, that anger leads to
murder, that unionism leads to the
loss of the Gospel, and that every
sin leads to a troubled conscience
and fear of God’s wrath, displeas-
ure, temporal death, and eternal
damnation.

So we see that today’s teen-agers
are really no different in their at-
titude than man has always been
gince the fall into sin. But they
have more opportunities in our af-
fluent society to carry out their
experiments. For that reason it is
necessary for today’s parents to be
even more diligent in teaching their
children the right attitude toward
God’s Word.

God’s Words regarding the right
attitude toward His Word is clear
enough. He says, for example, “Be
not wise in thine own eyes: fear the
Lord, and depart from evil” (Prov-
erbs 3:7). “Let us hear the conclu-
sion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep His commandments: for
this is the whole duty of man” (Ec-

clesiastes 12:13). We must teach
our children to put down that desire -
in their flesh, which seeks to learn
through making its own mistakes
by humbling themselves before God
to do what He tells them. That is
the only way of blessing, for Jesus
says: “Blessed are they that hear
the Word of God, and keep it”
(Luke 11:28). As they follow God’s
Word they will experience His
blessings but as they seek to learn
by making their own mistakes they

will experience His displeasure.
But parents can not teach their
children to walk in God’s ways if
they, themselves, do not do what
God tells them! How can parents
expect their children to have the
right attitude toward God’s Word
if their parents do not take time to
instruct and admonish them in the
Word. How can parents who set
earthly occupation and pleasure
ahead of hearing and doing God’s
Word train their children to listen
and obey when God speaks? How
can parents who use God’s name in
vain by cursing and swearing train
their children to respect God and
His Word? How can parents who
take their children to a church
which tolerates doctrinal errors
train their children to obey God’s
Word? The right attitude toward
God’s Word is as much caught as
it is taught. Let the concerned par-
ent, therefore, not only teach the
right attitude but let him also prac-
tice it so that his children can catch
it from him. In this way teen-agers
will be taught to limit their experi-
menting to subduing the earth that
it may serve mankind and in all

things seek to obey God’s Word.
R. UpE
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G. SYDOW

A “LONG THOUGHT" INDEED

College professors and other in-
tellectuals have for some time been
working with a new approach to
morality and behavior applying
mainly to matters of sex.

L. Kirkendall of Oregon State
University speaks of it this way,
“The moral decision will be the one
which works toward the creation of
trust, confidence, and integrity in
relationships.”

This “relationship” ethic is made
a bit more concrete by G. Fischer,
a Miami U psychologist. “Sex is
not a moral question. For answers
you don’t turn to a body of abso-
lutes. The criterion should not be,
‘Is it morally right or wrong,’ but
‘Is it personally rewarding, will it
enrich human life? You don’t say,
‘Stop, you’re wrong,’ but, ‘Is it
meaningful? ” (Time 1/14/64)

Such an approach is, of course,
not acceptable to Christians. They
realize that when men of the world
propose such things they are speak-
ing out of the ignorance of unbelief.
They don’t know any better. They
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have no solid basis.

But now we find a group of
would-be Protestant preachers who
are joining the chorus. Time
(3/5/65) brings our attention to a
group of “more than 900 clergymen
and students gathered last week at
Harvard Divinity School to ponder
the new morality and its signifi-
cance for the church.” The thinking
of these “progressive church think-
ers” is summarized in this way:
“What they propose is an ethic
based on love rather than law, in
which the ultimate criterion for
right and wrong is not divine com-
mand but the individual’s subjec-
tive perception of what is good for
himself and his neighbor in each
given situation.” Episcopal theo-
logical professor, J. Fletcher, is
quoted, “there is only one thing
which is always good regardless of
circumstances, and that is neigh-
borly concern, social responsibility,
agape (love, GS) — which is a
divine imperative.”

Just how far these clergymen are
willing to go in this “new morality”
is seen in the recent book Honest
to God, by the Anglican Bishop
Robinson. He cites with approval
the account of a nervous sailor who
acquires confidence in himself
through the way a prostitute gave
herself to him. He speaks of this as
“an act of charity which proclaims
the glory of God.”

An example is adduced of a man
with inclinations to perversion who
is made whole by bedding down
with an older woman. Of this it is
said, “and where there is healing,
there is Christ, and the proper re-
sponse is glory be to God.” From
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such twisted blasphemy we under-
stand what Paul means in 2 Co-
rinthians 11:13,14: “For such are
false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming (disguising) them-
selves into the apostles of Christ.
And no marvel; for Satan himself
is transformed (disguised) into an
angel of light.”

What these churchmen forget,
and they are without excuse, is that
when Scripture speaks of love, it
also defines that love. Words and
phrases are picked up to fit a pre-
conceived, rationalistic need and
filled with a content built on rea-
son and sentiment, torn completely
out of context, and wholly foreign
to the meaning of Scripture. The
Jesus who says “love thy neighbor,”
also says, “thou shalt not commit
adultery.” This is putting defini-
tion into the word of love as it
applies to our relationship with our
neighbor. Jesus defines a bit more
when He says, “And whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart.”

Even Time, which is not noted
for its conservative or traditional
attitude when it comes to religion,
finds this “new morality” a bit hard
to take. In connection with a sup-
posedly profound statement of the-
ologian Fletcher that “one enters
into every decision-making moment
armed with all the wisdom of cul-
ture, but prepared in one’s freedom
to suspend and violate any rule ex-
cept that one must as responsibly
as possible seek the good of one’s
neighbor,” Time comments, “which
is quite a long thought for an 18-

THE ONLY WAY

A late release of the NLC News
Bureau (8/9/65) brings a recent
request of the Wisconsin Synod di-
rected to the Department of De-
fense for permission to serve its
members in the armed forces on do-
mestic and foreign installations
with its own pastors rather than
through the military chaplaincy.
The request was made ‘“because our
religious convictions do not permit
us to participate in the armed
forces chaplaincy program as pres-
ently constituted.” The statement
also stressed the position of the
Wisconsin Synod that “ the present
Federal military ministry is not in
accord with the full promise and
ideal of our constitutional guaran-
tee in the matter of a healthy sep-
aration of church and state.”

The proposed ministry would be
carried out through professionally
trained and ordained clergymen of
the Wisconsin Synod. The Synod
would assume all expenses attached
to this service as its sole responsi-
bility. In a measure, the Wisconsin
Synod has been carrying out this
program since World War II with
its contact pastors at domestic mil-
itary installations. The object of the
present request is to extend this
operation to overseas bases.

This is a better way to go at this
matter of serving men in the armed
forces. It protects a church body in
abiding by its convictions, and safe-
guards the basic constitutional prin-
ciple of separation of church and
state.

year-old during a passionate mo-
ment in the back seat of a car.”
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THE READERS’' PAGE
The Two-Fold Providence of God

Frequently, before the close of
day, it is our habit to open the
Bible at random and note some
particular passage. Here we
chanced upon Isaiah 46:4:

“. . . and even to your old age

I am he; and even to hoar hairs

will I carry you . . .”

“Even to hoar hairs will I carry

you!” God does not say:

“Too bad, young fellow, you are
now past the age where you would
be accepted for remunerative em-
ployment — company insurance
costs would be too great — I can’t
help you any more. You should
have known better, and saved some
of your money. Maybe you are not
carrying enough insurance.” No,
not at all. To hoar hairs, to our
last days, He will carry us. Though
we may not have reached the age
to accept the pittance of “social
security”, and though we may de-
spair, under circumstances that
seem inexorable, as to how we are
going to make a living, having per-
haps saved nothing of spectacular
value, but having had rather the
interest at heart of assisting with
our means the spread of the gospel
of Christ — even so “unto hoar
hairs God will carry us.” What a
comforting thought !

Yes, we may have saved nothing,
after the standards of the world.

But neither have we squandered
our substance in “riotous living.”
We have lived, so to speak, from
hand to mouth. We may in our lat-
ter years lose our position, at an
age when anyone else will be re-
ticent to accept us, in spite of
years of experience. From the hu-
man point of view we may see no
way out — but God will. We are
here reminded of Matthew 6:33:

“But seek ye first the kingdom

of God and His righteousness,

and all these things (ie. the
necessities of life) will be added
unto you.”

Thus we need not worry, indeed
we should not worry — before God
worrying is a sin, a distrust in His
providence and love for us — for
in His Word he has said, “Even
unto hoar hairs will I carry you.”

Thus far the material side. But
continuing we came, at this same
session, to the spiritual, noting
Isaiah 43:1 (the context of which
is repeated in Isaiah 45:3):

“. .. Fear not, for I have redeem-

ed thee, I have called thee by

name, thou art mine.”

We are all Israelites before God,
we are God’s chosen people, and
this applies also to the individual:
I am one of God’s chosen. For God
says that He has called me by
name, and assured me that I am
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His. What human being, be he
the greatest of earthly potentates,
or the president of a large corpo-
ration, has ever said “I have re-
deemed you, I have called you by
name, you are mine.”? Indeed he
may call us by name; but some-
times the slightest mistake, the in-
currence of a disfavor, slowing-
down of business, or the intrigues
of some subordinate below the
boss, but above us, may jeopardize
and even terminate our position.
Then, even if we were called by
the president by name, we are no
longer his.

And most certainly he has not
been in any position to redeem us.
God adds this grace unto what
otherwise may be simply mundane,
that is, “I have called you by name;
you are mine.” But redeem us from
what? What redemption is more de-
sirable than redemption from sin ?
Only God, through the blood of
Christ, can give us the assurance
of this redemption.

Yes, not only will God carry me
through the latter years, ‘“unto
hoar hair,” even should I become
physically disabled, but He has at
the same time redeemed me ,He has
called me by name, and He has as-
sured me that I am His. He has
singled me out, so to speak. He has
considered me one of the saints, in
which I must take justifiable pride,
coupled with humility that this is
not of my doing, but only God’s
doings, by the merits of Jesus
Christ, His Son, our Lord. He has
assured me that I am His!

What wonderfully comforting
thoughts, after a hectic day, to re-

The Bread of l'ifs

Date Reading
The Good Shepherd

Apr. 28—Heb. 13:12-21 210,1-2
Apr. 29—Matt. 18:10-14 210,3-5
Apr. 30—1 Pet. 5:1-4 207,1-2
May 1—Ezek. 34:23-31 207,3-4
May 2—Psalm 33 207,5-6
May 3—Acts 20:28-32 431,1-3
May 4—John 10:27-30 431,4-6
The New Creation
May 5-—Job 42:1-10 205,1
May 6—1 John 4:7-14 205,2
May 7—1Is. 65:17-25 205,3
May 8—Acts 17:22-33 263,1
9—Col. 1:15-18 263,2
May 10—2 Cor. 5:16-21 263,3
May 11—Rom. 8:18-23 263.4
The Singing Church
May 12—Is. 42:10-16 387,1-2
May 13—John 6:66-69 387,3-4
May 14—Col. 3:16-24 387,5-6
May 15—Luke 19:29-40 387,7-8
May 16—Ex. 14:10-18 387,9-10
May 17—Ex. 14:19-31 211,1-3
May 18—Ex. 15:1-18 211,4-7
The Praying Church
May 19—1 Kgs. 3:5-15 21,1-2
May 20—Mark 11:22-26 21,3-4
May 21—Col. 4:2-6 21,5-6
May 22—James 5:13-18 215,1-3
May 23—1 Tim, 2:1-8 2154-5
The Ascension of Jesus
May 24-—Mark 16:14-20 216,1
May 25—Col. 3:1-4 216,2
May 26—Col. 1:18-23 216,3
May 27—Eph. 1:15-23 223,1- 5

Announcement

The Coordinating Council will meet
at Immanuel Lutheran College in Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, April 27-28, the
first session beginning at 1:00 P.M.

The Committee on Graduates will
meet April 28, at 7:00 P.M.

Calls for candidates should reach
me no later than April 24 if sent to
my home address.

PAUL ALBRECHT, President

tire with and sleep peacefully!
O. M. ERPENSTEIN
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TREASURER'S REPORT

BUDGETARY
July 1, 1964 to April 1, 1965

RECEIPTS
Cash Balance July 1, 1964 ... R A L $ 4,257.04
@ffbrings s s = - s e L AR L 59,238.63
1 F A Te i i St ool R T oo e W Dl e 341.00
Revenuest—— IHtion == o o Sl 12,573.00
Revenues — Board & Room ............ ... SR e e T 24,110.00
Revenues — Miscellaneous College ........................ 400.00
POMALY RECEIE RS e e $100,919.67
DISBURSEMENTS
General Administration ... T S T $ 2,158.69
Home Missions and Administration ... 27,353.13
apaniViGSiOnEr T e e S S e 5,100.00
ILC, Educational Budget ... 30,081.26
ILC, Auxiliary Services Budget ... 26,105.29
ILC, Miscellaneous Expenses (Extra-Budgetary) ... 3,938.95
ILC, Budget III, Capital Investments ..................... 2,881.89
Journal of Theology — Misc. Expenses .................... 201.15
I Sy A Dt e SRS S o I R 690.00
Transfer to ILC Relocatlon Fund as a result of
verifications from congregations ... 5,294.23
TOTAE DISBURSEMENTS - ... . $103,804.59
CASH DEFERICIT APRIL, 1, 1965 .................... $ 2,884.92

ILC RELOCATION FUND
Running Totals to April 1, 1965

RECEIPTS

Offerings ....$80,038.58

Bequest .. USSR L e et e TR el 1RO RS

Estate Sa]e 2,988.85

Insurance Ad]ustments ....................................... e .. 454270

TOTAL RECEIPTS . : $ 94,172.81

DISBURSEMENTS

Property Payments — Principal ..o $31,500.00

Property Payments — Interest ............coccoooeeeieieee. 3,989.38

Remodeling & Relocation Expenses ......................... 57,765.03

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

$ 93,254.41

CASH ON HAND, April 1, 1965 . $ 918.40
Lowell R Moen Treasurer
1309 Seventh Avenue N.W.
Austin ,Minnesota

Lehre und Wehre: 1855, 1856, 1857,
1859, 1860, 1861, 1867, 1868. Con-
cordia Theological Monthly: 1951:

REQUEST
Our seminary library is looking for
additional copies of the following

books which are out of print.
Concordia Triglotta
Ylvisakar: The Gospels
Fritz: Pastoral Theology
For completing files of periodicals:

January, March; 1952: October, No-
vember, December; 1953: January
through May, July through October;
1956: March.

E. REIMm
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GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH
E. 11315 BROADWAY
SPOKANE, WA. 99206

GIFT CERTIFICATES

The CLC Book House is now able to help you in your gift-giving by issuing a
GIFT CERTIFICATE in any amount you may desire over a minimum of $3.00.
Upon receiving your check or money order, the Book House will send you a
handsomely engraved certificate, made out in the proper amount, with the name
of the donor and that of the person receiving the certificate. With the certifi-
cate we will send a gift catalog of items from which a choice can be made by
the person redeeming the certificate. Any item (hymnals, prayer books,
Bibles, crosses—to name a few) normally handled by religious supply stores

may be secured. Gift certificates are especially welcomed by confirmands,

who otherwise might receive duplicate gifts.'"



