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A Gift of God

COUNT THE COST

Scripture advises us to count the
cost when we build a tower. This
is what the CLC did at the special
convention, January 9-10, at Eau
Claire, Wisconsin. The tower
was the Ingram Estate at Eau
Claire, which was offered to us as
a permanent site for our Immanuel
Lutheran College at a cost of $85,-
000. Beside this initial cost there
would be the expense of modifying
existing buildings, of providing ad-
equate classrooms, and of moving
the faculty and school equipment.
So the question was: Could our
voung Church body of approxi-
mately 5,500 communicants make
this gift of God her oun? We delib-
erated; we counted the cost.

Our educational institutions
were born out of the convietion
that our survival and the good of
the Church make it compelling
that the future workers in our
midst be trained by teachers who
agree with the purpose of our ex-
istence as a Church body. There
was also the conviction that our
minimum obligation to our young
people is to give them maximum
Christian education within the
means which God has given us.
We did not want to slight this gift
of Christian education which God
gave us.

History, however, has taught us
that great difficulties arise when
churches establish and then try to
maintain educational institutions

which involve costs beyond the
means of the congregations. Itis
clear that under such circumstan-
ces not only the educational insti-
tutions themselves suffer, but that
a crippling effect is also evident in
all other efforts. Beside these
matters the effect on the congrega-
tions, the faculty, and the student
body of transplanting the educa-
tional institutions deserved our at-
tention. None of us would want
to bring about harm to another in-
stitution or gift of God by the
transplant, and no one would want
to hamper mission opportunities
by a top-heavy budget of the edu-
cational institutions. We weigh-
ed; we deliberated; we counted the
cost.

It was concluded that the op-
portunity to purchase the Ingram
Estate as a permanent site for our
Immanuel Lutheran College was a
gift of God. Together with this
opportunity God indeed gave us
not only the time and season but
also the means to make this gift
our own so that possession of it
need not hamper or hinder our
work in our home congregations or
in the mission fields. Truly, He
who spared not His own Son but
delivered Him up for us all, has
with IIim freely given us all things.
God the Father is such a generous
merciful Provider for us because of
His Son who died for us. This is
the source of our trust and confi-
dence by which God’s gift shall be-



colme our own.

To make God’s gift our own was
the unanimous and joyous resolve
coming from gratitude. We set
our goal at $100,000 by August.
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So now, having considered the
cost, the blessings, and the oppor-
tunities, we will all set out to pos-
sess the gift that God has given us.

M. J. Wirt
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Church News

A New Congregation

Dowaciac, Micuican

On the cold blustery afternoon
of January 12, 1963, a small group
of Christians met in the home of
one of their number and organized
a new congregation. They did
not at that time draw up a com-
plete constitution, but simply
elected a temporary secretary and
treasurer, and organized on the
basis of a constitutional statement
of their doctrinal position. They
chose as their name, Redeemer Ev.
Lutheran Church of Dowagiac,
Michigan.

Some time previously the mem-
bers had left St. John’s congrega-
tion, because of the pastor’s stand
opposing the scparation of the
Wisconsin Synod from the Missou-
ri Synod, and his handling of the
problems within the congregation.

Services are currently held in
the Dowagiac Armory each Sun-
day morning at nine o’clock by the
organizing pastor, R. E. Schaller
of Faith Lutheran, Coloma, Mich-
igan.

Dowagiac is a city of about
8,000 people, the center of a pros-
perous farming and lake region,
noted forits manufacture of stoves,
sporting goods, and fishing equip-
ment. May the hand of the Lord
be with this little congregation re-
cently founded in this city, that
many of the citizens be added to
the Lord.

New Classrooms Dedicated

WinTerR Haven, FLoriDa

On Sunday, Dece mber 30, 1962,
Immanuel Lutheran Church dedi-
cated its new classroom building
to the glory of God and the Chris-
tian training of its children.

The new building contains two
spacious well-lighted classrooms.
Between the two rooms are a lava-
tory and utility room. A covered
walkway is along the front.

The total cost or the building
came to about $8,700. A $5,125
bond issue and a legacy financed
its construction. Members of Im-
manuel donated much of the labor.

Professor Martin Galstad of Im-
manuel Lutheran College, in Man-
kato, Minnesota, preached the
dedicatory sermon. Basing his
address on 1 Peter 2:1-9, Professor
Galstad spoke on The Spiritual
Building Indicated By This Earth-
ly House, showing that this build-
ing is an on-going process, that it
has a sure foundation, and that its
workmen are accredited by God.

“There is no passage in the
Scriptures,” the guest speaker de-
clared, “which tells you that you
must erect a building. The Lord
lets that up to the sanctified judg-
ment of His followers. All that
He tells them is to get the Word
taught, particularly to the children
. . .Experience has shown that the
Christian day school is the best
means of carrying out this direc-



tive.”

R. C. Kuehne, Immanuel con-
gregation’s pastor, read the rite of
dedication.

Immanuel Lutheran School be-
gan in September, 1958, with one
kindergarten class. Itnow hasan
enrollment of 72 in the kindergar-
ten and grades one to five. The
congregation hopes to add the

sixth grade in the fall of 1963.
Miss Janet Neubert teaches the

kindergarten, and Mr. Henry
Haase and the pastor teach the
grades.

The congregation asks the pray-
ers of the brethren for the Lord’s
continued blessing on its growing
school.

D.

GENERAL PASTORAL CONFERENCE

Place: Grace Ev. Lutheran Church
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota
Time: April 16-18,1963

Services: Communion Service, Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.
Speaker—Pastor George Tiefel
Conference Service, Wednesday at 8:00 p.m.

Speaker—Pastor Robert Reim

Assignments: The Use of Modern Bible Translations—W. Schaller
The Abiding Comfort of Our Baptism—M. Eibs
Exegesis of | Timothy—A. Gullerud
The Influence of “Existentialism’ on Modern Theclogy—

M. Galstad

Registration: Kindly send your registration to the host pastor, indicating the time

of your arrival.

If you are unable to attend, send your excuse,

Paul F. Nolting, Secretary and Host Pastor
303 West Walnut Street
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota

PROFILES IN CHURCH HISTORY

LUTHER AND ERASMUS

Erasmus Misses The Point
The ridicule the

Humanists
heaped on the corruption and ig-
norance in the church of Luther’s

day, by the LETTERS OF OB-
SCURE MEN (The Lutheran
Spokesman, January, 1963) had
some effect. So did the more re-
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fined widely read satire of Eras-
mus, Prazse of Folly. Both served
as a goad to raise the low standard
of morals and learning in the
church. But neither of these Hu-
manistic productions touched the
vital point in the Reformation.
That vital point was that salvation
is not by human will and effort but
alone by God’s will and grace. In
this there had been a great falling
away from the truth as 2 Thessa-
lonians 2:3 had foretold.

Because of its very nature, Hu-
manism was blind to this great er-
ror in the church. It was bound
to see in human nature sources of
insight and character by which the
natural human will could earn
merits in the sight of God. Thus
disposed, Humanism could well
wink at the basic error in the Ro-
man Catholic Church. That er-
ror rejects the truth that before
God human nature is “‘dead in
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2: 1 and
Col. 2:13), and that “every imagi-
nation of the thoughts of the hu-
man heart is only evil continual-
ly.” (Gen. 6: 5). The Roman
error further holds that by the
earnest efforts of the huamn will,
according to man’s best inner na-
ture, man can earn sufficient merit
to receive Christ’s saving grace.
Thus salvation is made to depend
on the efforts of human will and
not alone on the will and cfforts
and grace of God. This shows
kinship with every kind of pagan
religion. They all speak of some
sort of grace that must be procur-
ed by an exertion of the natural

will of man. It is like the Scout
Oath with its “trying to do your
best on your own honor to do your
duty to God” and, of course,
please Him.

Ruled by his high regard for hu-
man culture and refinement, the
great Humanist, Erasmus, tried
to deny the total corruption of hu-
man nature and the inability of
the human will to gain God’s grace.
An example is found in what he
says about the above quoted Gen-
esis 6: 5 in the following words:
““The inclination which is found in
most people, does not entirely can-
cel out the freedom of the will.
Although this inclination cannot
be entirely overcome without the
help of God’s grace”. No matter
how much Erasmus condemned
the ignorance, corruption, and
abuses of the Roman Church, he
was still a child of this church in
its humanistic belief in the free-
dom and power of the human will
to gain God’s favor.

Luther Hits A Bull’s-Eye

At the University of Erfurt
Luther heard the so-called Oceca-
mist philosophers make much of
the powers of the human will. He
left the University in 1505 and en-
tered the monastery to seek peace
with God. He was convinced by
his university training that man
can do all that he wills, including
keeping the Ten Commandments
perfectly, and that he can create
in himself or at least earn from
God any feeling, even faith, if he
only sets his will to it. But the



more he tried this the less peace he
found for his troubled mind and
soul. Finally he despaired of him-
self and felt what he wrote later in
his explanation of the Third Arti-
cle: “I believe that I cannot by my
own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ my Lord nor come to
Him.”

Fortunately the monastery
Luther entered was Augustinian.
So he was brought into contact
with the teachings of Augustine.
Augustine taught correctly that
before the fall man had a freedom
of the will. He could sin or not
sin as he chose; but after the fall the
human will ts enslaved by sin and
in a state of spiritual death that
leads through physical death to
eternal damnation. Salvation
from this lost condition comes not
by an effort of the natural dead
will of man, but through the will
of God who “has predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of his will, to
the praise and honor of His grace,
wherein ke hath made us accepted
in the Beloved in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins according to the
riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:5-7).
“of his own will begat He us with
the word of truth” (James 1: 18).

Having found peace through
this truth Luther spoke clearly
and sharply against the Roman
error on the freedom of the will.
Here is an example: ‘“Those hea-
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then masters have thus outra-
geously destroyed and silenced
Christ for us with their abomina-
ble and hellish dreams that lead
men astray.—Accordingly they
boastfully parade man’s free will
and his natural works, desiring
thereby to prepare themselves for
grace and make themselves fit for
it so that they might take heaven
itself by storm. Should God give
His grace to these workers who
seck to prepare themselves for it
by their own effort, Christ would
be nothing but a cleaning rag.—
Therefore I have warned and still
warn everyone, that he might
know that the pope with his
schools of higher learning has
thrown Christ and the New Testa-
ment farther out of the world than
the Jews or Turks have ever done.
That is why the pope is the true
Antichrist and his schools of high-
er learning are the devil’s own tav-
erns and brothels. Where does
Christ fit in if I am to obtain God’s
grace by my own natural prepara-
tion? Therefore, let us beware of
this hellish poison, lest we lose

Christ our consoling Savior!” *
Luther hit the bull’s-eye and
sunk the arrow deep into the very
heart of Roman Catholic error
when he denied the freedom of the
To defend it the
pope sought out the great Human-

human will.

ist, Erasmus.
O. J. Eckert

*Translated from Erlangen 2. Auflage, Vil
311.312.



The Religions

In many ways this is a disturb-
ing book for us simple Christians.
Not only is it written by a man
who is recognized as an expert in
his field of history, but even its ti-
tle is very appealing to most peo-
ple, attracted to “one-worldism”
in religion as well as politics. The
book itself is a publication of lec-
tures delivered by Dr. Toynbee in
the autumn of 1955 under the aus-
pices of the Hewett Foundation at
Andover Newton Theological
School, Episcopal Theological
School, Cambridge, and Union
Theological Seminary, New York.

The book is disturbing because
it appears factual and precise (as
its author regards fact and preci-
sion.). By this we mean to say
that he regards Christianity and
other religions in the world only
according to outward manifesta-
tions or practices. Two examples
will suffice to demonstrate this
point. The first, in Chapter One,
“What are the Criteria for Com-
parisons between Religions?”’ dem-
onstrates that in regions of the
world where the Christian faith
has not been touched by modern-
ism “barbarous” practices are still
common; whereas in regions where
the most apparent disagreement
in Christianity exists, there you
will find greater love and regard of
one’s fellowman being practiced.
The second example is in Chapter

—Arnold Toynbee (New York: Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons, 1957)

of the World

Two, “What are the Characteris-
tics of the Contemporary World?”’,
where the author logically com-
pares the elements of human saeri-
fice that are found in various hea-
then religions with Abraham’s wil-
lingness to sacrifice Isaac, and
finds in both the same historical
basis.

We wish to make the point, here
and now, that we are not afraid of
fact and precision, nor do we wish
to hide from it; however, we know
and believe that it is a tragic mis-
take to equate Christianity with
the outward church organizations
that exist. The Church is made
up of believers who are citizens of
a Kingdom not of this world.
While it cannot be denied that the
Christian faith of individuals has
had an effect on the world, this ef-
fect cannot be measured by a his-
torian even of such stature as Dr.
Toynbee, for the eventual outcome
of all history will be known to mor-
tals only on the Last Day.

The book itsell is an excellent
study of the outward impact on
the world of various world reli-
gions. The author finds that, as
far as he is concerned, only the
“higher” religions have had last-
ing value. All religions of this
type teach that man should be
humble, because he is not the cen-
ter of the universe. He has an in-
born quality of selfishness which
causes him to seek first and fore-
most his own good, and to seek the



good of others only when their
happiness will increase his own.
To change this, all higher religions
teach that there is a god, a divine
creative force which is far above
man. One may have differing
impressions of the nature of this
“God,” but all who accept Iis ex-
istence are alike in their feeling of
humility before Him.

History points out, according to
Dr. Toynbee, that this quality of
humility that accompanies the re-
alization of God’s existence is a
most beneficial factor in man’s
ability to get along with his fellow
inhabitants of the earth. While
it is true that there have been de-
vastating religious wars between
the adherents of this or that reli-
gion, these conflicts have been
fairly limited in scope; and while
there was room on the earth for
colonization and expansion, even
these conflicts have been beneficial
in causing various religious groups,
desiring religious freedom, to set-
tle in a new area. However, the
greatest and most devastating war
is between the humble God-wor-
shiping people and the ““man-wor-
shiping” or material people. Tt
is this conflict which is being
waged now, as typified by the con-
flict between the Western World
and the communistice, collective
way of life behind the iron and
bamboo curtains.

Dr. Toynbee’s hope for the fu-
ture (his solution, if you will) be-
comes apparent only in the last
chapter of the book, ““What Should
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be the Christian Approach to the
Contemporary ~ Non - Christian
Faiths?”’ There must be, he de-
clares, an increasing sense of
“closeness” between the adherents
of the higher religions.
bat the “worship of man,” which
can only result in worship of na-
tion or state, all those who recog-
nize the humility of man before a
Divine Presence must come closer
together. DPride in one’s own re-
ligion must be cast out. The au-
thor suggests: **“What, then, should
be the attitude of contrite Chris-
tians toward the other higher re-
ligions and their followers? 1
think that it is possible for us,
while holding that our own con-
viclions are true and right, to re-
cognize that, in some measure, all
the higher religions are also revela-

To com-

tions of what is true and right.
They also come from God and
each presents some facet of God’s
truth.”

And that is the real point of the
book. The author expresses
agreement with the statement
made in the Roman Senate at the
time when the Christian Roman
imperial government enforced the
destruction of all pagan temples:
“It is impossible that so great a
mystery should be approached by
one road only.”—But we remain
convicted by our Savior’s gentle
vet firm invitation: “I am the
Way, the Truth, and the Life; no
man cometh wnto the Father, hut by
Me.”

J. Lav
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ISCANVASSING NECESSARY?

In a previous issue, the promise
was made to borrow a few pages
from the secular salesman’s man-
ual, in the hope that these may
prove helpful to us in our task as
Gospel salesmen. No principle
of selling is more basic than the
fundamental proposition: If the
prospects do not come to you, you
must go to them,

Selling can be sheer pleasure
when there is a clamoring demand
for your produect, when eager cus-
tomers stand in line impatiently
waiting for your service. If you
want to sce an ecstatic smile, try
reminding a middle aged car sales-
man of the days when the first au-
tomobiles came off the production
lines after the war, and his only
problem was in getting enough
cars. But those salesmen who
sit with their feet on the desk
dreaming of such bygone days are
not making much of a living in to-
day’s competitive car market.

In the history of the Church
there have also been periods when
the main problem has been to sup-
ply adequately the demand for the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Even after the turn of the centu-
ry, there were still waves of im-
migrants from northern Europe
moving into our Midwest who
brought with them some very
sturdy Lutheran convictions.
These settlers aggressively sought
out Lutheran churches where they

—
—————

and their children could find the
Bread of Life. This resulted in a
vigorous growth for many congre-
gations. There were years in
which the missionaries in Nigeria
were permitted to share the vision
of the old prophet Isaiah, who had
promised that “Many people shall
go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths.”
It was indeed an exhilarating ex-
perience to be besieged by more
than could possibly be served, to
wrestle with the problem of de-
termining how many of the “Ma-
cedonian calls” for services and
schools could be answered by the
limited number of workers. But
those must be recognized as ab-
normal conditions. Much of that
bountiful reaping was possible
only because others had first
sowed.

Very obviously the churches
are not enjoying such a seller’s
market in the United States today.
Our congregations must now ex-
pect to lose as many members as
they gain by transfers. Here and
there an occasional newcomer will
still take the initiative in seeking
instruction and membership, but
these must be considered unex-
pected gift bonuses from a gra-
cious Savior who does have many
means of drawing sinners to Him-
self. But dare we rely on these to



fill the house of our Lord? Dare
we be satisfied to wait for the few
who will come of themselves to
hear the Word of Life when we
know that the multitudes who do
not come have just as great a need
of a Savior?

If the people are not pushing in
our church doors in numbers great-
er than we can handle, then we
who bear the mandate from the
Lord to preach the Gospel to
every creature have no alternative
but to go to them and knock on
their doors. The unchurched
public can be confronted in var-
ious ways in the press, on the air,
by mail-outs, and even by phone.
But none of these is as effective
for a mission program as house to
house canvassing. This is one of
the areas where we do not have to
be so conservative. There is no
need for us to hold on to old habits
and methods of doing church work
that may have served well enough
in the past, but are not longer ade-

1
quate under present conditions.

We gratefully welcome those
who come to church of their own
accord, or as the result of a public
invitation. But let us not forget
our debt of love to those who do
not come because, as unregenerate
sinners who are dead in sin, they
simply cannot come. They have
no spiritual strength to doso. We
can neither expect them to come of
their own initiative, nor should we
permit them to live undisturbed
in their sleep of death. The Gos-
pel of the Crucified and Risen
Christ which we possess is the only
means of awakening them.

The Lord Himself has long ago
solved for us the problem of what
to do if the general invitations to
the Gospel feast meet with little
but lame excuses. He still points
to the strects and alleys of the city
as well as the highways of the
countryside and bids us “Go out
... and compel them to come in.”

N. REm

Hi Fidelity Preaching

“God’s deeply indebted crea-
tures we are, and as such we in no
way praisc him enough. We
ought to praise him at all times,
not only with our tongues and
voices, as the holy angels in heaven
and the birds of the air and other
of His creatures do, but also with
pipe and string, praising, cxalting,
and thanking him to the best of
our knowledge and ability.” So
wrote Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654),
and that spirit shines forth most

beautifully in a recording of five
selections of Chorus and Organ
Works, by Samuel Scheidt, Cantate
640 211, $6 monaural.

There is a motet for two four-
voiced choirs on the seven stanzas
of the fine hymn, “O Christ, Who
Art the Light and Day,” (LH 559).
The tune is varied, altered, loos-
ened, and reprated for emphasis,
but always present. This takes
hold at first hearing. The other
choral number is a motet for one
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high and one low four-voiced choir,
using the words of Isaiah 6:3, “And
one cried unto another .

The two choirs represent
the antiphonal singing of the sera-
phim heard by Isaiah in his vision
of majesty. (This latter motet is
combined with one each by J. C.
Bach, Praetorius, and Schuetz on
a sparkling recording, Molets for
Double Chorus, Brass and Organ
Westminster 18898 for $5, or 14090
for $6.)

Even a child will listen with
pleasure to the three organ num-
bers on the Cantate record. Scheidt
makes the tunes sing out so clear-
ly, with variations being limited
to the harmony. First we kneel
before the Christmas manger to
hear five stanzas of “Savior of the
Nations, Come,” and eight stan-
zas of ““All Praise to Thee, Eternal
God.” Then we are taken to the
foot of the cross with six stanzas
of “Our Blessed Savior Seven
Times Spoke.” (LH 95, 80, 177)
The many stanzas serve a pur-
pose. Either they could be play-
ed alone as on this record, or the
organist could insert them between
the stanzas sung by the congrega-
tion, as was customary in that day.
We are not sure about the others,
but the last one is available in
sheet music and should rate about
medium-easy. Both organists
and congregations love the simple
majesty of these selections by
Samuel Scheidt.

According to the January
Schwann Catalog there are only

”

four records containing some
Scheidt works: the two mentioned
here, No. 9 of the November col-
umn, and an Archive which we
hope to hear soon. The record
companies would do well to let us
hear more of Samuel Scheidt.
Some have asked about the
Schwann Record Catalog to which
we often refer. It is a monthly
publication available only through
record shops, and any first-class
record shop will have it on hand.
While Schwann does not review
records, its usefulness iies in its
listing ot all available records.
Don’t ever make a blind purchase
when browsing through a shop.
Ask to look at the latest Schwann.
There might be a competitive al-
bum you’ll want to hear before de-
ciding. Or you may be about to
buy a deleted album which the
shop is happy to move off its shelf
and ought to give you for a frac-
tion of list price. Some readers
have reported making sad pur-
chases which might have been
avoided by first checking Schwann.
There have been happy com-
ments from our readers on the
Hiistory of the Birth of Jesus Christ,
by Heinrich Schuetz (the third
Christmas recommendation in the
November 1962 column). A re-
vival of interest in the works of
this great master (1585-1672) is
taking place during the last several
years. The more of his music one
hears, the more one feels this re-
cognition to be long overdue.
There is now an excellent record-
ing of his Passion of Christ, Ac-



cording to the Gospel of John, very
recently released; Cantate 640222
for 86, and 650222 for $7 (monaur-
al always listed first). Equally
precious is the oratorio of all ora-
torios, his History of the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, by Deutsche
Grammophon on A RC 3137 for $6,
and 78137 for $7.

A strange thing has been ob-
served. Whether novice or ex-
perienced musician, everyone
scems to find these works delight-
ful in the first hearing. This is
most unusual. Ordinarily music
grows on one through repeated
hearings. We are at a loss for an
explanation. Schuetz simply fol-
lows the Gospel text, playing on a
word with a few extra notes here
or there and pausing at limes to
embellish the thought with a brief
choral section. What could sound
more uninteresting! But bear in
mind our joy at sitting in church
and hearing the pastor rcad the
accounts of our Savior’s birth,
death and resurrection. It is here
that Schuetz’s God-given preach-
ing skill is heard. By means of
his musical setting he takes the
hearer right to the scene and lets
him experience at first hand the
depraved nature of sinful man-
kind, feel intimately the Godhood
of Christ shine forth from that
poor, mistreated body, and under-
stand as never before why the dis-
ciples at first simply could not
grasp the fact that Christ was ris-
en. And all this is done by lead-
ing the hearer through calm and
deep meditation to ponder these
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things in his heart.

One wisely hesitates to spend
money on something unknown,
but there is no safer unknown into
which to jump than one of these
fine works by Heinrich Schuetz.

In January we suggested the
KFUO Lent-Easter record, Make
Known His Glory, EA-59. There
is another: Easter Hymns and
Other Favorites, EA-61, for $4 also.
The “other favorites” take up one
side and are hymns from our hym-
nal intended to please the general
listening public of station KFUO
(LII: 408, 495, 552, 658, 496, 436,
451, 473, 354). A slightly slower
pace would be desirable in several
numbers. Our Easter singing
should express all the joy of
Christ’s victory over death, but
too rapid a pace defeats this very
purpose by not allowing time for
either the majesty to shine through
or the glorious message to be pon-
dered. However, we endorse this
record as being tastefully and sim-
ply sung. Words are exception-
ally clear for a non-professional re-
cording and surfaces are quiet.
LA-59 remains the first choice, be-
cause it devotes one side cach to
Lent and Easter. But the Easter
side of B4 -61 is good and has twice
as many chorales from our hym-
nal. (LH: 191, 209, 198, 203,
204, 208, 200, 199)

Any of this music can be order-
ed through our CLC BOOK
HOUSE, Box 145, New Ulm,
Minnesota.

C. TuurOow
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THE THINGS THAT COME TO PASS

THIS IS EMANCIPATION?

In its Pope John, “Man of the
Year,” issue, Time after making
something of the common com-
plaint that religion, because it
deals too much in the spiritual and
supernatural, must be made more
“relevant to real life,” also ob-
serves, and quite correctly, that
man’s scientific accomplishments
have increased his power and self-
confidence so as to make him less
religious. Then it goes on to say,
“Christian theologians insist that
there is no basic conflict between
religion and science—and a lot of
scientists agree’ They are con-
vinced that if the Christian faith
managed to assimilate Darwin
(theory of evolution, GS) there are
few other scientific discoveries it
cannot handle.”

To some of our kind of church
people this may sound wholly pre-
posterous, and a quick objection
would arise, “it isn’t true! We
have not assimilated Darwin!”
But let us realize that our kind of
Christian faith is quite distinet,
quite unusual in the world today.
To those about us we are indeed
becoming a “‘peculiar people” in
the present sense of the term.
That which is called ‘“Christian-
ity’’ in the broad and general sense
has for the most part given in to
Darwinism.

And we find such capitulation

where but a short time ago we
would not expect it. The Confes-
stonal Lutheran (Jan. ’63) brings an
item on an essay by a Missouri
Synod pastor, who openly admits
concerning his synod, “If we are
perfectly frank, we must acknow-
ledge that we are invol ved in a ba-
sically dishonest situation”’ This
pastor, who himself is all for Evo-
lutionism, says that the Missouri
Synod is thus “caught in the anom-
oly of insisting that evolutionary
thoughts are uuntenable (if not
damnable), while we tacitly toler-
ate considerable divergence from
this standpoint.” And he asks:
“Can we live with these undenia-
ble differences in our midst and
pretend that we are in full accord
with the Brief Statement and the
position of our fathers?”

In the same issue of the The Con-
Jesstonal Lutheran is another high-
ly interesting account bearing on
the same point. A seminary pro-
fessor, R. E. Osborn, in an article
“Up From Emancipation” (The
Pulpit, Nov. ’60), speaks “not of
my own private spiritual condi-
tion,” but as one who represents
“a typical member of the contem-
porary seminary community.”

Concerning Biblical authority
he says, “I am also emancipated
from biblicism’ . . .The old-timers
in our churches could give a chap-
ter-and-verse for everything we
did and demanded a prooftext for



every proposed innovation. The
Bible was the infallible Word of
God, and all man had to do was to
obey. Itisa farery from this old
‘cover-to-cover’ faith to the know-
ledge of the Bible which I share
with others in the seminary com-
munity. The impact of natural
science, of evolutionary thought,
of historical eriticism, of demytho-
logizing, have left us with a Bible
utterly unlike the Book our moth-
ers read.”

He goes on to say, ““While I con-
fess that the passing of the old-
line generally recognized authority
of the Bible has left popular Pro-
testantism with a gaping hole in
its foundation, I must say in all
honesty that the old biblicism is
washed up and I cannot seek to
reviveit.”

And then he makes a very realis-
tic, very honest, very striking,
truly, a most amazing admission.
“What shall T say? As I reflect
on my situation, on my emancipa-
tion from every characteristic
structure of thought in my spirit-
ual heritage, I am shocked into
the recognition that every one of
these structures has collapsed, at
least potentially, and I'stand amid
the ruins of every human possibil-
ity, even in religion.”

.. .All the old systems, securi-
ties, partial explanations are gone.
My spiritual pride has departed.
I wait alone, a naked, lonely, inse-
cure man among three billion oth-

ers on a small planet which may
be doomed to demolition at any
moment or may by great good for-
tune and the gracious providence
of God survive for eons yet to
come, spawning billions more like
myself, with their own problems,
their own insecurities, their own
little selves on their hands. For
all my destructive wisdom, I am
only one of them, standing in icy
loneliness and insecurity’ Pain-
fully self-conscious, analytical of
my every motive, stripped by
modern psychology of the possi-
bility of ever acting without devas-
tating reservations and self-doubt,
I am left with nothing to trust, no
glad cause to espouse, no unsullied
banners to march under, no cru-
sade, no historic assurance, mno
wave of the future.”

The modern scientific man says,
“old values have become meaning-
less.” What shall be put in their
place? This pitiful ery of futility!
God forbid! Such nihilism, noth-
ingness, is the end result of putting
into question the words of Holy
Seripture. There are those who
think that evolution and salvation
in Christ can be brought together,
but really it is an all-or-none pro-
position. When I put into ques-
tion “In the beginning God creat-
ed the heaven and the earth,” I
also put into question, ‘““‘Jesus
Christ came into the world to save
sinners.”

G.S.



The Bread of Tife

Date Reading Hymn
Mar. 17—Isaiah 51:12-16 258,1-2
Mar. 18—Isaiah 51:17-23 258,3
Mar. 19—Isaiah 52:1-6 258,4
Mar. 20—Isaiah 52:7-12 258,5
Mar. 21—Isaiah 52:13-15 142,1-2
Mar. 22—Isaiah 53:1-3 142,3-4
Mar. 23—Isaiah 53:4-6 142,5-6
Mar. 24—Isaiah 53:7-9 146
Mar. 25—Isaiah 53:10-12 347,1-2
Mar. 26—Isaiah 54:1-10 347,3
Mar. 27—Isaiah 54:11-17 3474
Mar. 28—Isaiah 55:1-5 347,5
Mar., 29—Isaiah 55:6-13 347,6
Mar. 30—Isaiah 56:1-8 168,1-2
Mar. 31—Isaiah 56:9-12 168,3-5
Apr. 1—Isaiah57:1-10 ... 168,6-T
Apr. 2—Isaiah 57:11-21 178,1-2
Apr. 3—Isaiah 58:1-7 178,3-5
Apr. 4—Isaiah 58:8-14 140,1-2
Apr. 5—Isaiah 59:1-8 140,3-4
Apr. 6—Isaiah 59:9-15a 140,5-6
Apr. T—Isaiah 59:15b-21 162,1-5
Apr. 8—Isaiah60:1-12 172,1-2
Apr._ 9—Isaiah 60:13-22 172,3-4
Apr. 10—Isaiah 61:1-11 172,5-6
Apr. 11—Isaiah 62:1-5 172,7-8
Apr. 12—TIsaiah 62:6-12 172,9-10
Apr. 13—Isaiah63:1-6 167,1-7
Apr. 14—Isaiah 63:7-19 195,1-2
Apr. 15—Isaiah 64:1-12 195,3-5
Apr. 16—Isaiah 65:1-7 192,1-2
Apr. 17—Isaiah 65:8-16 192,3-4
Apr. 18—Isaiah 65:17-25 192,5-6
Apr. 19—Isaiah 66:1-14 192,7-8
Apr. 20—Isaiah 66:15-24 210,1-5
Appointment

Professor C. M. Gullerud has been appointed
as a member of the Board of Doctrine.
Paul Albrecht, President

Cook Wanted
An experienced cook is wanted for Immanuel
Lutheran College. Applications should be in the
hands of the president by April 15.
C. M. Gullerud, President of ILC
1508 North Broad Street
Mankato, Minnesota

Coordinating Council and Committee on
Graduates

The Coordinating Council will meet at Man-
kato, Minnesota, May 14-15, 1963. The first
session will begin at 9:00 A.M.

Written reports of the various boards and
committees should be in the hands of the presi-
dent before May 14.

The Committee on Graduates will meet May
15,1963, at 7:30 P.M.

Calls for candidates for the preaching or
teaching ministry must be in the hands of the pres-
ident before May 15,1963.

Paul Albrecht, President

Student Registrations
Early registration is requested of all ILC stu-
dents both old and new. This is especially im-
portant since dormitory provisions must be made
soon for all students on the new campus at Eau
Claire, Wisconsin.
Send inquiries fo:
Immanuel Lutheran College
C. M. Gullerud, President
1508 North Broad Street
Mankato, Minnesota

Change OF Address
The Rev. John H. Johannes
1004 Irvin Street
Carlsbad, New Mexico




