The Lutheran
POKESMAN

gy THE SCRIPTURE

GANNOT

BE BROKEN.”
Jonn 10, 35
February

Fnom Depiths of Wee I Cy to Thee

Vol. 2 No. 5



. . . . Decently And In Order”

The group represented by THE LUTHERAN SPOKESMAN has
been meeting and working for about two years. There has been no
hurry to organize. It is not wisdom for rejected suitors quickly to band
together and seek refuge in the security of a new ‘party’. We have been
betrothed, but not married, unorganized, but not disorgamized.

Now it is becoming important to organize ourselves as a church
body. There are several reasons. Some have chosen to interpret our
lack of organization as a lack of unity. Though organization does not
prove unity, it will be wise to remove this cause for offence. More vital
is the fact that our joint mission and educational work is growing. A
greater degree of organization is required to provide efficient operation.
Finally, our numerical growth is a factor.

In the conference report in this issue you will read of the work of
a constitution committee. Of special importance was the adoption of
Article IIT, Confession. Our doctrinal position was here defined in four
statements.

The first gives the basic statement on the verbally inspired Word
as the infallible rule of doctrine and life. By this we confess that we
are not a new Church; our doctrine is that of the Apostolic Church.

The second statement declares acceptance of the Book of Concord of
1580. By this we confess that we are in full agreement with the Luther-
anisi of the 16th century.

The third reads: ‘“We subscribe to the Brief Statement of 1932."
By this we confess that we adhere to the historic position of the Synod-
ical Conference. For almost 75 years this body championed the principles
of Scripture alone, faith alome, and grace alone in opposition to the
pseudo-Lutheranism in other American church hodies.

The fourth refers to our new documents on Church Fellowship and
Church and Ministry. By this we confess our adherence to these doc-
trines of Scripture and reject the false Lutheranism current in the Synod-
ical Conference of our day. These documents are at present being pre-
pared for publication. !

Our readers are well acquainted with the confessional content of the
material in the first three statements. But what are these new errors in
the churches which require us to draw up particular statements for our
confessional position? We mention a few treated in “Concerning Church
Fellowship.”

We affirm in this statement that Scripture does not tolerate differ-
ences in doctrine among us. Scripture further forbids church fellowship
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with all who deviate in their teachings from the Word of God. Over
against the Missouri Synod we stress that God forbids all fellowship, and
reject Missouri’s distinction between prayer fellowship and ‘joint prayer’.
Her abuse of the term “cooperation in externals™ is also rejected.

The present position of the Wisconsin and Norwegian (ELS) Synods
in these matters is rejected in the section entitled, “*Suspension of Estab-
lished Fellowships.” We state here: “We further helieve, teach, and con-
fess that established fellowships are to be terminated when it has been
ascertained that a person or group is causing divisions and offenses in
the church.” In the corresponding antithetical section it is stated: “We
further reject the teaching that only when false teachers and churches no
longer listen to admonition are they to be avoided.” The place of bro-
therly admonition in the mutual relations of Christian brethren is fully
discussed. DBut it is made clear that its place is certainly not in the
principles governing separation from errorists.

“Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word!" W
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Bems of Seripture
(Matthew 17:4)

"Lovd, Tt 9¢ Good Fon U To Be Fere!”

This is another of the “Gems of
Scripture.” As its glistening light
catches our spiritual eye, we pause
to examine it more carefully and
to admire its beauty.

These words were first spoken
by Peter in ecstasy over what he,
together with James and John, was
permitted to see on a certain mount-
ain not long before the death of
Jesus. These three disciples had
been chosen as special witnesses by
Jesus to behold an incident in: the
life of Jesus here on earth which
they should never forget, and which
they should report and rehearse over
and over again, but not until He
would be risen again from the dead.

There were several things that
caused FPeter to burst forth with
these words, “Lord, it is good for
us to be here.”” liet us consider
some of them and try to re-live with
these three disciples the amazing in-
cident which here took place before
their very eyes. Omne of them was
that Jesus was transfigured before
them. We are told in the following
words to some extent what that
means: “‘his face did shine as the
sun, and his raiment was white as
the light.” Although the three dis-
ciples could see that it was the same
Jesus, whom they knew so well, yet
He looked much different. A
bright light suddenly beamed forth

from Him as though they were
trying to look into the brightness
of the sun. Not only His face shone
with this brightness, but even His
clothing appeared as though it had
been transfused with a shining light.

At the same time they noticed
something else very unusual. Two
mora people were suddenly present
in their little group, men whom they
had never seen before. Yet they
needed mno introduction, for they
knew immediately who the two were.
They were Moses and Elias, better
known to us as Elijah, who both
appeared here with glorified bodies.
[t was indeed strange that the three
disciples could recognize them. That
they did recognize them, however,
is most certain: for Peter in his
remarks presently called them by
name. Moses and Elias had many
centuries earlier come to the end
of their earthly sojourn, vet they
appeared here in glory with Jesus
on this mountain, and the disciples
knew who they were!

This was not a mere vision, for
the disciples did not only see Moses
and Elias and the Drightly shining
Jesus before them. The disciples
could also fiear them speak to onc
another.

ject of their conversation: “they

St. Luke records the sub-

spake of his decease which he should



accomplish in Jerusalem.” (9:31)
All this was in perfect agreement
with what Jesus had told His dis-
ciples a few days earlier that/He
must go up to Jerusalem and be
crucified. The disciples could gather
that this was a topic of such ex-
treme importance that even Moses
and Elias, who were already in
glory, showed high interest in con-
versing about it with Jesus.
Another truth that must have
made its deep impression upon the
disciples is this: the Lord Jesus in
His glory and greatness is in con-
stant communion with also those
believers in Him who have already
departed this life and are in etern-
ity. Moses and Elias were but rep-
resentatives of many more, whose
have already reached the
realms of glory. And what more
glorious subject with which to
praise Jesus might there be, even
for them than “His decease which
He accomplished at Jerusalem”

sotils

Now we can the better understand
the words of Peter as he burst forth:
“Lord, it is good for us to be here!”
Ie was overcome with amazement.
Trying to capture these glories of
Jesus with his limited capacity,
Peter foolishly suggested a way in
which this experience might be made
to endure: “If thou wilt, let us
make here three tabernacles; one
for thee, and one for Moses, and
one for Elias.” St. Luke adds the
comment about this suggestion:
! . not knowing: what he said.”

[f the disciples were wondering
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what it all signified, they had not
long to wait for an explanation.
St. Matthew's record continues:
“While he yet spake, behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them:
and behold a voice out of the cloud,
which said, This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased; hear
ye him.” With these words is sum-
marized the significance of this
whole incident. This Jesus, whom
the disciples knew so well as man,
is also true God, who was proclaim-
ed here by the Father as God the
Son. The disciples heard the very
voice of God the Father say so.
What the disciples here witnessed at
the transfiguration of Jesus were
further proofs and evidences, be-
sides those already seen in His
miractes, of His infinite greatness.
called His “glory.” His greatness
is not limited to what they here
saw. We might call these incidents
only little excerpts of His glory as
the great God.

One thing is emphasized by the
special announcement from the
Father: this glorious Son of God,
great and mighty as they here be-
held Him, has a message for all
poor sinners, who were here repre-
sented by Peter, James, and John
lving on the ground dreadfully
frightened before the greatness and
majesty of Jesus. This message is
vital and cannot bear being slighted.
This message is centered in “the
decease which He accomplished at
Jerusalem” for the atonement of
the sins of all the world. This mes-
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sage of the Son is so important that
the Father on the mount of trans-
figuration warns: Hear ye Him! If
the disciples were impressed by the
transfiguration of Jesus, they should
all the more take the Father’s ad-
monition to heart: Hear ye Him!
This Jesus is your gracious God,
who comes to bring to you the com-
forting message of eternal life.

The Father’s words are meant
not only for these three disciples,
but for all sinners. They were
meant also for us. The mount of
transfiguration is for us the Word
of the Gospel. It is in this Gospel
where the Lord Jesus imvites us to
ehold special revealed evidences of

His greatness and glory as our
Savior-God, with which He shines
in His heavenly brightness. It is
in this Gospel where we see Him
in close communion with all those
who are His own, whether they are
still in this life or have already de-
parted into eternal glory, speaking
about “His decease which He ac-
complished at Jerusalem.” It is in
this Gospel where the Father also
speaks to us from heaven, and says:
“This is my beloved Son, in whom
[ am well pleased; hear ye him.”
It is in this Gospel where we join
Peter and all other true believers
in saying: “Lord, it is good for us
to be here!”
G. BARTHELS

THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL

(From the Chairman’s Report,
Mankato Conference,
Jan. 19, 1960)

In trying to present a picture of
the situation in which our Confer-
ence finds itself at this time, in
reviewing the factors that have
brought this situation about, in
looking for the possibilities that lie
ahead, but particularly in seeking
counsel for our problems and guid-
ance as to the way that we should
go, let me draw your attention to
a brief passage taken from a most
striking chapter of Scripture, the
Thirtieth of Isaiah.

It is a chapter of powerful con-
trasts. It speaks of a nation that

sought its protection in an alliance
with men, but not with God. [t was
a nation that said to the seers:
“See not:and to the prophets, Pro-
phesy not unto us right things,
speak unto us smooth things, pro-
phecy deceits: Get you out of the
way, turn aside out of the path,
cause the Holy One of Israel to
cease from before us." (v. 10-11).
It was a nation that dared to sav
No to the saving counsel of its God
(v. 16), and so invited a judge-
ment that had to come — and did
come in due time.



And yet the same chapter speaks
also in terms of strongest hope, of
the help that would come “in the
day that the Lord bindeth up the
breach of His people, and healeth
the stroke of their wound,” (v. 26),
a day when the Lord would cause
His glorious voice to be heard, the
voice that would bring destruction
upon the foes that had oppressed
them. And out of this maze of
contrast comes the particular word
to which I would draw your atten-
tion, a word spoken to the Remnant
that would dwell in Zion at Jerusa-
lem:

Thou shalt weep no more: He will
be very gracious unto thee at the
voice of thy cry; when He shall hear
it, He will answer thee.

And though the Lord give you the
bread of adversity, and the water of
affliction, yet shall not thy teachers
be removed into a corner any more,
but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:

And thine ear shall hear a word
behind thee, saying, This is the way,
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand, and when ye turn to the
left. (Isaiah 30: 19-21)

What do these words mean to us,
in our day?

They tell us, first of all, that
whenever things have gone wrong
in the Church of God, He has still
always preserved a Remmnant for
Himself, a Remnant to which He is
very gracious. It is supremely im-
portant to be part of this Remnant.
But let us understand clearly that
this is not a mere matter of num-
bers. To find ourselves in a minor-
ity does not automatically make us
a part of the Remnant, as the Pro-
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phet uses the term. Nor do we or
any other group have a monopoly
on the term. It describes those, and
only those, but also all of those,
wherever they may be, who hold
fast to the Lord, who hear His voice,
who cry unto Him.

They further tell us that they of
the Remmnant shall be comforted.
Though their bread be the bread of
adversity, and their water a water
of affliction (and there are many
among us who have learned at first
hand, in one way or another, just
what those words mean), they have
experienced other blessings, pre-
cious blessings. Thine eyes shall
see thy teachers. We have perhaps
had them before, and taken them
rather for granted. And then, under
the stress of controversy and severe
trials, we suddenly see them with
new eyes. What they teach carries
a deeper meaning, the Word that
they bring becomes more and more
precious. And then we recognize
that what has been given us is more
than merely a matter of “teachers,”
but that it is the Great Teacher
Himself who has been dealing with
us, that it is His Word that has
been preserved for us so wonder-
fully. When we think of our Con-
ference, which is surely no stranger
to adversity and affliction, let us
think of how wonderfully rich we
are in the Word and in the teach-
ing of that Word that we have in
so great a measure.

Let us give particular attention to
the final thing that this passage says
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to us in our day — about the word
that thine ears shall hear behind
thee, saying, “’T'his is the way, walk
ye in it,” when ye turn to the right
hand, and when ye turn to the left.
These words tell us that there is a
way, a wonderful, God - appointed
way, opened for us by that Blessed
Savior who Himself is the Way, the
way to life and salvation. They tell
us of the Word that guides us on
that Way. And they remind us that
we shall still, as long as we are in
this life, be tempted again and again
to stray from that Way, turning
either to the right hand, or to the
left. That leads to a very practical
consideration, or set of considera-
tions.

At this conference, as for some
time past, we shall be considering
matters of confession. In expressing
ourselves on the several issues that
are before us we need to guard
against two dangers, that of ignor-
ing or being indifferent to issues
that do exist, and the other of mak-
ing issues of things that God has
placed into the area of our Christian
liberty. Both are of course wrong,
and only the Word leads aright:
“This is the way, walk ye in it.” —
Or it may be a matter of dealing

with a point on which a recognized
difference exists, where our flesh
may on the one hand tempt us to
speak so vaguely and in such gen-
eral terms that the difference is
simply not settled, or on the other,
to speak in terms that are so ag-
gressive, so challenging and provoc-
ative, that the calm and careful
study that is called for by the issue
becomes impossible and the purpose
of the entire discussion is defeated.
Can there be any doubt as to the
way which Scripture here points
out?

We shall in these next days be-
gin to consider the problems of or-
ganization. That organization of
some kind is needed, we know. That
organization can become a stifling
thing, destructive of the God-given
rights and freedom of congregations
and individual Christians, that is
something that experience and his-
tory have taught again and again.
To use wisely the advantages of or-
ganization, to guard well against the
abuses thereof, to keep our ears and
hearts attuned to the Word which
shows the way, that will be our task
during these mext days. May God
grant us wisdom and understanding.

E. REIM

Immanuel Lutheran College

High School Address:
Immanuel Lutheran High School
Robert Dommer, Principal
925 Sherman Street
Telephone 8-1392
North Mankato, Minnesota

Seminary and College Address:
Immanuel Lutheran Seminary
and College
Edmund Reim, Dean
436 James Avenue
Telephone 8-3504
Mankato, Minnesota




Redeeming the Jimes,

In November 1059, representa-
tives of the National Lutheran
Council and the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod met to lay plans
for exploratory talks on the theo-
logical implications of present and
future cooperative activities in
American Lutheranism. A three-
day meeting is planned for early
July of 1960. The agenda will con-
sist of several subjects devoted to
the doctrinal basis of cooperation
among the church bodies. At the
present time the Missouri Synod
cooperates with the bodies of the
National Lutheran Council in oper-
ating service centers for members
of the armed forces, in the Lutheran
Refugee Service, and Lutheran
World Relief. All major Lutheran
bodies in America outside of the
Syaodical Conference are members
of the National Lutheran Council.

A permanent Lutheran Immigra-
tion Service was inaugurated on
January 1, 1960 as a joint agency
of the National Lutheran Council
and the Lutheran Church - Missouri
Synod. The latter will contribute
30% of the annual budget of the
agency.

The Board for Missions in North
and South America of the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod, announc-
ed that it has applied for member-
ship in the Division of Home Mis-
sions of the National Council of

Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. (This is a joint
agency for most protestant groups.)
The NLC News Bureau reports
with this announcement that “The
Missouri Synod has insisted in the
past upon ‘doctrinal agreement’
before participating . . . in the con-
duct of jointly controlled mission
projects.

The Lutheran Standard reports
that Dr. Hillmer, executive secre-
tary of the Missouri Synod Board
for Missions, denies that this is a
reversal of policy. It seems that
Richard Sutcliffe, in his weekly
newscast “Church World News”
said, *'T'he action brought a pleased
smile to the face of American Pro-
testantism . . . and perhaps a rais-
ed eyebrow or two.”

Missouri is perplexed that it is
misunderstood by such actions. Its
principle of cooperation in externals
is clear enough, they feel. But it
is only clear to themselves, I am
afraid. The more liberal Lutherans
and the Protestants interpret these
cooperative ventures as cracks in
the wall of isolationism. The more
conservative forces in Lutheranism
are convinced of this. The sociol-
ogists and educators have known for
a long time that the merging of
diverse elements follows a definite
pattern. First there is hostility. This
must give way to a tolerant attitude.
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Next, there must follow an attempt
to understand the other person’s po-
sition. Then comes the key step,
cooperation. Merger and federation
may or may not follow, but that is
not too important. For cooperation
signals an end to doctrinal battling,
and grants the principle of “relativ-
ity” in matters of truth. The other
churches know that each additional
venture makes it more incongruous
and almost impossible for Missouri
to insist they alone have the true
doctrine and other churches are ad-
herents of false doctrine. Missouri
has two opposing desires. She wish-
es to be associated in the goals of
world Lutheranism, a part of Pro-
testantism, and she wishes to be as
orthodox as her fathers were.

The new name' chosef for the
merging of the United Lutheran,
Augustana Lutheran Church, Suomi
Synod, and the American Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church is “L.UTHERAN
EvANGELICAL CHURCH IN AMER-
1cA”. The other large merger of
the ALC and the ELC and the
UFELC will be named ‘“T'he Amer-
ican Lutheran Church.”

The name of the first group is
indicative of its liberal attitude. The
committee placed Lutheran as a
modification of the FEwvangelical
Church, wishing to be considered a
Lutheran part of the evangelical
churches. More and more we ques-
tion the current value of the word
evangelical in church names.

In the Lutheran Standard of Oc-
tober 31, 1959, a writer raises the
question: “Who is to be their
(Scripture) true and dependable in-
terpreter? Rome says: the church
that alone claims to go back to
Peter. Anyone outside that church
has no claim to salvation. But
Protestantism says: the Christian
conscience, enlightened by reason,
free before men, but bound to the
Word of God and guided by the
Holy Spirit.” This, the writer said,
is the basic difference as first ex-
pressed by Luther at Worms. It is
bad enough that this be presented
as a Lutheran principle. But what
is worse, | fear, is that this is per-
haps accepted by most Lutherans.
It is Calvinism rather than Luther-
anism. For Lutherans do not inter-
pret Scripture according to their
conscience in any sense of the Word.
The Word is clear and needs no in-
terpretation.

In this same Reformation mes-
sage of the T.utheran Standard (for
which they called upon Herbert
Gezork, Baptist president of the
Congregationalist controlled An-
dover Newton Theological School)
we read that we should “pray for
a closer fellowship with our Roman
Catholic Brethren.” At first we
thought the Standard was only len-
ient in allowing a guest writer too
much freedom until we read in the
Thanksgiving issue of that paper a
comment by an editor, “Roman
Catholics and Lutherans are both
members of the body of Christ.”



And again, referring to Protestants,
Jews, and Catholics, Dr. Pelikan is
reported in the Lutheran (Nov. 25,
1959) : “The three faiths should be
able to face one another “fraternally
and frankly.” (Emphasis mine, Ed.)
Little wonder that most Luther-
ans cannot understand confession-
alism anymore, and that they are
shocked by our actions. They now
have the ommiscience to know their
brethren in the Church whether
these be cloaked in the scarlet robes
of false teachings or in the white
mantles of a pure confession!

It strikes us as remarkable that in
the million words already dedicated
to the birth control issue no omne
has managed to say anything. Luth-
erans, Protestants, Roman Catho-
lics, Jews all agree that God 1s un-
able to support and to feed and
care for the children which God
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creates. The Romans of course
continue to blunder in their clumsy
theology of confusing man’s sinful-
ness with man’s nature. They got
that from the Greeks who taught
men that the mind was better than
the body, and the body must be kept
in control by the mind. Rome likes
to blend that Greek dualism with
the Pauline thought of spirit and
flesh. Calvinism never was divorced
from this concept and they have
even made Lutherans feel self-con-
scious in their correct natural at-
titude toward God’s gifts, as taught
by Luther. May the Christian be
reminded that the sins do not lie in
marriage and its exercises, but in
the motives people may have for
avoiding children. Why take ye
thought for food and raiment? Is
not the body more than raiment,
and the life more than meat?
W. S.

A Note

Concerning Subscriptions

SPOKESMAN policy has been
that all subscriptions sxpire in June.
Persons subscribing in the latter
half of a calendar year were sup-
plied with back issues. Those sub-
scribing in the first half were car-
ried over to the following June.
This policy will end in June 1960.
After June, all new subscriptions
will expire one year after they are

begun.

New subscriptions taken out be-
tween now and this June will still
expire in June 1961. Since the
SPOKESMAN will become month-
ly in June the subscription price is
raised to $2.00 per year. Since sub-
scriptions taken out at this time
also give the subscriber all 12 is-
sues of volume three, the new price
is now in effect.
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The January Conference

This conference was an import-
ant conference, well-attended, and
hard working, It was a conference
with a crowded agenda, extended
sessions, and shortened recesses.
Progress was made, but not hastily.
The matters deliberated and decided
were too far-reaching and import-
ant to allow that.

All sessions were held at Im-
mianuel Lutheran Church, Mankato,
Minnesota, January 19-21. The
Rev. Gordon Radtke is pastor at
Immanuel congregation.

The editing committee on the
conference confession Concerning
Chureh  Fellowship, reported the
completion of its work. Concerning
Church  Fellowship will now be
made available in printed form.
Fach previous conference had ex-
pressed its doctrinal agreement.
This conference did likewise.

Pastor l.eonard Bernthal com-
pleted his essay on the Church: His
paper, together with six proposi-
tions which grew out of the Interim
Seminar on the doctrine of the
Church, held at Mankato early last
year, were turned over to an edit-
ing committee, When the statement
on the doctrine of the Church is in
its final form, it too will be print-
ed. The conference reaffirmed its
agreement as to doctrinal content,
also here.

At the August Red Wing con-
ference a constitution committee was
named to prepare the articles that
pertain to confession of faith and

those which define the functions
and responsibilities of the officers.
The proposed articles were present-
ed by Pastor Chr. Albrecht, com-
mittee chairman, and after discus-
sion and some changes, these were
adopted.

Pastor George Barthels presented
a re-study of the Brief Statement of
1932, and related it to our own
confession of faith. Professor M.
Galstad gave an evaluation of the
Wisconsin Synod Union Committee
Theses on Church Fellowship.

The conference Service with Holy
Communion was held on Wednes-
day evening, Pastor Chr. Albrecht
of Watertown, South Dakota, bas-
ed his sermon, There is no Differ-
ence, on Romans 3 :22b-25.

Pastor C. M. Gullerud, Mission
Committee chairman, reported that
the committee is disbursing its funds
as follows: one third to Immanuel
College, and the remaining two-
thirds to domestic missions and the
mission in Japan. The committee
asks that only undesignated mission
monies be sent to it; ear-marked
contributions should be sent direct-
ly to the mission or institution des-
ignated, whenever possible. Meet-
ings of the Mission Committee are
held quarterly. Requests for assist-
ance should be in the hands of the
chairman (see address, page 3) on
February 20. The committee is also
willing to render assistance, when-
ever possible, to those families or
groups of families in need of pastor-
al service. Such requests should also



be directed to the committee in care
of the chairman. The committee is
looking forward to the time when
mission. funds will be available, so
that all pastors and missionaries
can devote their full time to their
ministry, and no longer need seek
secular employment.

CHURCH NEWS
50th Anniversary

The railroad was coming; a new
area was being opened for settle-
ment. [t was the year 1907 and a
town known as Lemmon was in the
making. (Lemmon is near the North
Dakota border, in the western third
of South Dakota.)

Among the new settlers were
several Lutheran families. At first,
services were held in various homes
wherever it was convenient. Then
in 19og St. Luke’s Ev. Lutheran
Church was organized and a build-
ing erected in 1910.

This event and the {ollowing
fifty years of God's grace were cel-
ebrated on November 1, 1959. Pas-
tor H. E. Rutz of Jamestown, North
Dakota, who had served St. Luke’s
congregation 1939-1946, was the
guest speaker at the two anniversary
services.

At its organization, St. Luke's
Lutheran Church became a member
of the Minnesota Synod (which is
now a part of the Wisconsin Syn-
od). This relationship, however,
was terminated in March, 1959, be-
cause of the synod's failure to act
in accordance with Romans 16:17,
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particularly as this Word of God
applies to the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod.

In commemorating the past, the
future was not forgotten. On the
anniversary Sunday $2,500.00 were
added to the building fund, which
had previously been established. It
is the hope of the congregation to
have a new church building in the.
not too distant future; and as a
special memorial, to mark God’s
wondrous dealing during the past
fifty years, the congregation has de-
cided upon the purchase of a new
organ.

The anniversary booklet lists the
membership as follows: Communi-
cants, 114: Baptized Souls, 230:
Voting Members, 38: and Sunday
School, 70. The present pastor is
the Rev. V. Greve.

WATERTOWN, SOUTH DAKOTA —
Man proposes but God disposes!
When the item concerning Water-
town, South Dakota was written for
the December issue, the members
of Trinity congregation fully ex-
pected to be able to worship in the
basement of their new church by
the end of November. Then snow
and cold weather set in, delaying
progress so much that this happy
event had to be postponed until
Christmas FEve. Consequently, the
Mission Festival, installation of
their pastor, and Cornerstone Lay-
ing had to be postponed. Trinity
hopes that by the time this appears
in The Lutheran Spokesman, the
threefold festival will be-history.
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Church News Headlines

Saginaw, Michigan— Former mem-
bers of St. Paul’s organized Geth-
semane Lutheran Church, O. J.
Eckert, pastor. Coloma, Michigan—
Faith Lutheran recently purchased
nine acres for a future church home
in the heavily populated Paw Paw
Lake area. The pastor i Ralph E.
Schaller. Phoenix, Arizona— Holy
Cross Lutheran and former mem-
bers at Resurrection Lutheran have
merged as Holy Cross Ev. Lutheran
Church. Rev. Wm. H. Wiedenmey-
er is pastor. Bowdle, South Dakota—
St. John's Lutheran retains property
following court action, Paul Al-
brecht, pastor. Stoddard, Wisconsin—
St. Luke's Ev. Lutheran Church is
the name of the new congregation
at Stoddard, Jonathan Schaller,
pastor. Ellensburg, Washington— St.
Paul’'s Lutheran, Gilbert Sydow,
pastor, is now renting quarters in
a downtown office building. Trin-
ity and St. James of Spokane came
to its assistance with an organ and
church furniture. Campus News—
Students at Immanuel Lutheran
College are publishing their own
school paper; The [wmmanuel Bea-
con, bi-monthly. Subscriptions are
$1.00. Write to Miss Karolyn
Klammer, 615 Park I.ane, Manka-
to, Minnesota, for yours. . . . Ron-
ald Roehl is the new part-time in-
structor at Immanuel Lutheran
High School . . . coaching, math,
and physics. He taught at Fox
Valley Lutheran High before leav-
ing the Wisconsin Synod. . . .

At its annual Voters’ Meeting,
January 11, Immanuel Lutheran
Church of Mankato voted a grant
of $1000 from its Memorial Fund
for the establishing of a library at
our new school, /mmanuel Lutheran
College. 'The library will be design-
ed to meet the needs of the several
divisions of the school. Primarily,
it will serve the theological semin-
ary department. This grant will
make it possible to secure some vital
reference works as well as other
important theological material.

The library will be called the
G. W. Fischer Memorial Library,
in memory of the sainted former
Pastor of Immanuel congregation.
We find this very appropriate, since
Pastor Fischer was also a moving
spirit in the early days of our con-
ference. D.

ADDRESSES

The Rev. Paul R. Koch
1700 N. Richmond
Appleton. Wisconsin

The Rev. Jonathan Schaller
1513 Main Street
La Crosse, Wisconsin

The Rev. Wm. H. Wiedenmeyer
3117 E. Flower Street
Phoenix, Arizona

The Rev. Otto John Eckert

1911 Bay Street

Saginaw, Michigan

The Rev. Arvid G. W. Gullerud
3305 N. Hastings Way

Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Mr. Ronald L. Roehl

314 Macauley Street
Mankato, Minnesota

The Rev. E. Schaller
Nicollet, Minnesota
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The Bread of Wife

We began a few weeks ago to read from John's Gospel. This book
has ever been loved by Christians in a special sense. Luther classed it
among the “most important” books of the Bible with Genesis, Romans,
and Galatians. It is precious both because it emphasizes again and again
that Jesus is true God and because it was written by one of the three
disciples who enjoyed the greatest intimacy with our Lord. What could
be greater than a book about Jesus inspired by the Holy Ghest and
written by a man who was “leaning on Jesus’ bosom.” God bless our
devotions as we stand with John beneath the cross and run with him to
the empty tomb! May the eagle (symbol of John in early Christian art)
raise us to the heights where he would show us the glory of the Lord!

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN

Feb. 7 — 5 1-9 “Sick for 38 years” 518, 1-3

Feb. 8 — 5: 10-18 “My Father is Working Still” 226, 1-3

Feb. 9 — 5: 19-29 “He that honoreth not the Son” 231, 1-2
Feb. 10 — 5: 30-46 “Search the Scriptures” 294, 1-2

Feb. 11 — 6: 1-15 “When they had eaten their fill” 526, 1-2
Feb. 12 — 6: 16-24 “It is I, Be not afraid” 526, 3-5

Feb. 13 — 6: 25-35 “This is the work of God” 291, 1-5

Feb. 14 — 6: 41-59 “I am the Bread from Heaven” 550, 1-4
Feb. 15 — 6: 60-71 “Lord, to whom shall we go” 550, 5-9

Feb. 16 — 7: 1-13 “Even his brethren did not believe” 514, 1-3
Feb. 1T — 7: 14-24 “Do not judge by appearances” 514, 4-6

Feb. 18 — 7: 25-31 “Can this be the Christ” 353, 1-3

Feb. 19 — 7: 32-39 “If any thirst, let him come to me” 469, 1-2
Feb. 20 — 7: 40-53 “No man ever spake like this man” 353, 4-7
Feb. 21 — 8: 1-11 “Neither do I condemn you” 392, 1-4

Feb. 22 — 8: 12-20 “I am the Light of the World” 101, 1-3
Feb. 23 — 8: 21-30 “You will die in your sins” 604, 3-4

Feb. 24 — 8: 31-38 “And you will know the truth” 261, 1-3

Feb. 25 — 8: 39-47 “You cannot bear to hear my Word” 260, 1-3
Feb. 26 — 8: 48-59 “Before Abraham was, I am” 260, 4-6

Feb. 27 — 9: 1-12 “The man born blind” 66, 1-3

Feb. 28 — 9: 13-23 “The Pharisees investigate” 381, 1-2

Feb. 29 — 9: 24-41 “One thing I know” 381, 3

Mar. 1 — 10: 1-6 “And the sheep follow him” 368, 1-4

Mar. 2 — 10: 7-21 “I lay down my life” 143, 4-5

Mar. 3 — 10: 22-30 “No one shall snatch them” 631, 1-4

Mar. 4 — 10: 31-39 “Why do you stone me” 140, 1-2

Mar. 5 — 10: 40-11: 4 “He whom you love is ill” 142, 1-2
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5-16 “Our friend sleepeth” 142, 3-4

17-27 “I am the Resurrection” 142, 5-6

28-37 “Lord, if you had been here” 140, 3-4

38-44 “Lazarus, Come Forth” 151, 1-2

45-53 “One man should die for the people” 151, 3-4
54-57 “Looking for Jesus” 151, 5-6

1-11 “Let her alone!” 140, 5-6

12-19 “The world has gone after him” 141, 1-3
20-26 “We would see Jesus” 141, 4-5

27-36 “The Voice from Heaven” 143, 1-3

37-43 “For fear of the Phanisees” 143, 6-9

44-50 “The Word will Judge” 143, 10-12

1-11 “He loved them to the end” 143, 13-15
12-20 “Blessed are you if you do them” 148, 1-5

21-30 “And it was night” 148, 6-11

31-38 “A new commandment I give to you” 150, 1-2
1-7 “Many mansions” 150, 3-5

8-14 “If you ask anything” 144, 1-3

15-24 “I will come to you” 144, 4-5

25-31 “Peace I leave with you” 145, 1-3

1-11 “Abide in me, and I in you” 154, 1-2

12-17 “I have called you friends” 154, 3-5
18-27 “Not greater than the Master” 155, 1-2
1-11 “I will send the Comforter” 155, 3-5
12-24 “The little while” 157, 1-2

25-33 “I have overcome the world” 157, 3-5
1-5 “Father, the hour has come” 158, 1-3
6-19 “Sanctify them in Thy Truth” 158, 4-6

20-26 “That they may be one” 159, 1-3

1-11 “Crossing the Kedron™ 146, 1

12-18 “Are not you also one of His?” 152, 1-2
19-27 “I have spoken openly” 152, 3-4

28-32 “What accusation do you bring?” 153, 1-2
33-40 “My Kingdom is not of this world” 153, 3-4
1-11 “Behold the Man!” 165, 1-4
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