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Today’s Worship
For a printed liturgy, see the gold folder, page 14.
Pre-Service Devotion – Psalm 34:18-19 The LORD is near to those who have
a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit. Many are the
afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Hymns:

535:1-5

515

523:1-5

441:1-2

106

Scripture Readings:
First Scripture Reading ................................................. Ruth 1:1-16 (ESV)
In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of
Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and
his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and
remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left
with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah
and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5 and both
Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and
her husband. 6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the
country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited
his people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the place where she was
with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of
Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go, return each of you to
her mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with
the dead and with me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in
the house of her husband!" Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices
and wept. 10 And they said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people."
11 But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet
sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my
daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have
hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, 13 would
you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from
marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that
the hand of the LORD has gone out against me." 14 Then they lifted up their voices
and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 15
And she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods;
return after your sister-in-law." 16 But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you
or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge
I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God.
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Psalm 34:1-6, 22
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

I will bless the LORD at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul shall make its boast in the LORD;
The humble shall hear of it and be glad.
Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
And let us exalt His name together.
I sought the LORD, and He heard me,
And delivered me from all my fears.
They looked to Him and were radiant,
And their faces were not ashamed.
This poor man cried out, and the LORD heard him,
And saved him out of all his troubles.
The LORD redeems the soul of His servants,
And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.

Second Scripture Reading .............................. Ruth 2:19-23, 3:7-13 (ESV)
And her mother-in-law said to her, "Where did you glean today? And where have
you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of you." So she told her motherin-law with whom she had worked and said, "The man's name with whom I
worked today is Boaz." 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "May he be
blessed by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!"
Naomi also said to her, "The man is a close relative of ours, one of our redeemers."
21 And Ruth the Moabite said, "Besides, he said to me, 'You shall keep close by
my young men until they have finished all my harvest.'" 22 And Naomi said to
Ruth, her daughter-in-law, "It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young
women, lest in another field you be assaulted." 23 So she kept close to the young
women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she
lived with her mother-in-law…And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart
was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came
softly and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 At midnight the man was startled
and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! 9 He said, "Who are you?"
And she answered, "I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant,
for you are a redeemer." 10 And he said, "May you be blessed by the LORD, my
daughter. You have made this last kindness greater than the first in that you have
not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do
not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that
you are a worthy woman. 12 And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is
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a redeemer nearer than I. 13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will
redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as
the LORD lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning."

Sermon Text ......................... Ruth 4:13-17 (ESV)
So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he
went in to her, and the LORD gave her conception,
and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to
Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you
this day without a redeemer, and may his name be
renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer
of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your
daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you
than seven sons, has given birth to him." 16 Then
Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and
became his nurse. 17 And the women of the
neighborhood gave him a name, saying, "A son has
been born to Naomi." They named him Obed. He
was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

FOR EVERY LOSS – A CHILD OF HOPE
Preaching Today: Pastor Bruce Naumann

  
Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version®
of the Holy Bible, ©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Bulletin art by Emile Levy, 1859.

Communion Announcement: Since the Lord’s Supper implies a unity of faith
and confession, we ask that those who have not previously participated with
us in the Lord’s Supper meet first with the pastor to discuss our Scriptural
doctrine before partaking of the Lord’s Supper in our services. In this practice
of closed communion, we seek to honor and follow the Word of God.
Registration Sheets can be found on the long shelf in the fellowship hall.
Gluten Free Wafers: If you are sensitive to gluten, you may pick up a gluten-free
wafer from the stand at the front of the church on your way up to Communion.
Then show it in your hand so the server knows that you have it. Also, non-alcoholic
grape wine is available from the same tray, for those who prefer this option.
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This Week at Messiah
Sunday, 8/12

9:00 am Worship Service (Usher #12, Counters B)
10:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

Dove West
12:00 pm Orchard Hills
Dove South
1:30 pm Our House
Care Partners 2:15 pm Veterans
Heritage

6:30 pm Building Committee
Monday

7:00 pm Messiah Mutual Support Group

Tuesday

9:00 am
5:15 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

Wednesday

Men’s Koffee Klatsch
Deacons
Elders
Foundation Board
Stewardship

Thursday

6:30 pm Messiah School Orientation

Saturday, 8/18

Christian Education Weekend
9:00 am Ladies’ Craft Day
6:30 pm Worship Service (Usher #11)
7:45 pm Sunday School/Bible Class

Sunday, 8/19

9:00 am Worship Service (Usher #14, Counters C)
10:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

Coming Up…

Dove West
12:00 pm Orchard Hills
Dove South
1:30 pm Our House
Care Partners 3:00 pm Lake Hallie
Heritage

Monday August 20, ILC Opening Day
Tuesday August 21, Messiah School Opening Day
Saturday August 25, Church Work Day
Sunday September 30, Organ Dedication

Announcements
Weekend Bible Class: There are many facets to the book of Ruth. One of them
centers on Naomi and her struggles. She had a bitter complaint against God, but
later saw the blessings of His plan for her and all people. Have you ever known
someone who was afflicted with bitterness? We’ll be talking about God’s solution
this weekend, after the church service. Please come!
Thank you to all those who helped with the school preparation workday at
Messiah on Saturday. Much was accomplished! Please note that our regular
monthly church workday will be on Saturday, August 25, beginning at 9 am.
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Bible in a Year Suggested Readings:
For a helpful guide to reading the book of Ruth this week, please see
the “Daily Bible Readings” section on the back page of this bulletin.
Messiah “2nd Family” Program with ILC -- Each
year, a number of new students arrive at Immanuel
Lutheran High School to live away from home for
the first time. In cooperation with the Dean of
Students at ILC, Messiah is once again organizing a
way for these young people to experience a little
“home away from home.” Willing Messiah families can sign up to sponsor a pair
of students, at least one of which will be new to dormitory life (students and their
parents will first “opt in” to the program). On Sunday, September 9, the Messiah
families will meet the students by taking them home for Sunday lunch, following
the worship service. We anticipate that our Messiah sponsor families will take an
active interest in their “adopted” students’ ILC activities in sports, drama, music,
etc. Please sign up on the sheet on our kiosk in the narthex.
Immanuel's Opening Service: The opening worship service for ILC will be
on Sun. Aug. 19, 3 pm, at the campus fieldhouse.
The first day of Messiah School will be on Tuesday, Aug. 21. We will begin
with an opening service at 8:30 am, to which the congregation is invited.
May the Lord richly bless the upcoming year as the students grow in the
truth of God's saving Word!
Messiah Home Bible Studies: Most of our various Home Bible Study groups have
recessed for the summer. The study group at the home of Charles and Connie
Wittorp plans to meet on Monday, August 13, at 6:30 pm. We are looking forward
to renewing this program in the fall, with more locations. Please see the
“Frequently Asked Questions” below, and plan to get involved!
A draft of a new membership directory can be found on the table in the narthex,
next to the mailboxes. Please check your information, and write in changes.
Calling all crafters! Do you have the itch to sit indoors with
your sisters in Christ doing something you love? Knit,
crochet, scrapbook, quilt, beading, color, carve, craft - come
one, come all, this Saturday Aug. 18th at Messiah, 9 am until
6 pm, or until you're ready to stop. Bring a lunch if you like,
or we can order out for pizza or subs. Call Liz Thompson with
questions at 262-893-6049.
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Audio devotions available online: For many years, CLC Pastor Walter Schaller has
produced daily “minute meditations,” found at www.minutemeditations.net.
These offer devotional commentaries on the Bible, covering a variety of topics. As
the title indicates, each one is quite short, taking approximately one minute to
hear or read. Use them at the start or end of your day – or anywhere in between.
Also, an archive of ILC chapel addresses is available online, each of which is about
8-10 minutes in length. These are also excellent for devotional listening. You will
find them at: www.ilc.edu/faith-worship/chapel-list.
In the hospital: Trena Smith underwent surgery for a broken knee, following a
bicycle accident. She has since been transferred to a facility for physical therapy,
and hopes to return home next week. Messiah Shut-ins: Lou Bailey (Dove West),
Bonnie Carter (Dove West), Marge Eckel (1431 Peterson Ave.) Phyliss Green (St.
Frances Apts, W. University Dr.), Arvilla Hays (1220 Zephyr Hill Ave.), Dale and Shirley
Johnson (832 Kari Dr.), Connie Larson (2902 Terry Lane), Linda Larson (4843
Southridge Ct. #8), Ruth Peterson (Orchard Hills), Mary Beth Schierenbeck (Grace
Woodlands), Mavis Thelen (418 N. Barstow), Alvin Sieg (2839 6th St.) and Shelly
Williamson (Bellevue, IA).
Pt.

Service Preview for the Upcoming Weekend

GOD’S WORD SERVING US:
Weekend Sermon – I Samuel 28:1-24
Bible Class – Samuel

CHRISTIANS SERVING US:
Saturday 8/18 6:30 pm: Usher Team 11
Ben Carstensen
Dean Carstensen
Joel Carstensen
Dennis Oster
Mike Fleischer
Steve Sydow
Randy Hulke
Jack Mielke

Sunday 8/19 9:00 am: Usher Team 14
Dave Rodebaugh
Dan Kelly
Eric Kelly
Jon Kelly
Seth Schaller
Tim Schaller
Dave Schrader

If you are unable to serve on this date, please arrange for a substitute.
Greeters 8/19 – Meyer, Behlmer
If you are unable to serve on this date, please arrange for a substitute.
Counters for the week following 8/19 – Team C
Gus Falkenberg, Tom Joos, Barry Schlegelmilch

Thank you for your service!

Change of address: Walter and Rhonda White are transferring to Messiah from
Fairfax, VA. They have recently moved: Walt and Rhonda White, W955 Hemlock
Rd., Eau Claire, WI 54701. Walt cell:
715-456-8164
Rhonda cell: 715-379-2249
Son Matt attends UW Madison; son Nick attends UW Stout; Max lives at home,
and will attend the 8th grade at Messiah. We welcome them!
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Report on the August 1 Meeting with the CLC, WELS, and ELS
On August 1, representatives of the CLC, the WELS, and the ELS met at Bethany
Seminary in Mankato to continue our discussions about matters that have separated our
synods for many years. The first part of the meeting centered on the recent events at the
2018 CLC Convention. The men from the WELS and ELS expressed their
disappointment that the CLC had not adopted the 2015 Joint Statement Regarding the
Termination of Fellowship. The CLC men relayed our Convention resolutions, which
stated:
• The Joint Statement is a scripturally sound presentation of doctrinal
principles.
• It does not resolve all the issues involving the doctrine of church fellowship
that have separated us.
• At the same time, the CLC Convention did not reject the Joint Statement,
and we are aiming for a final disposition of this document at our 2020
Convention.
• We are thankful for the progress that has been made over the past several
years of inter-synodical discussions.
• There are issues other than the doctrine of church fellowship that separate
us.
• It is our heartfelt desire to work toward a restoration of God-pleasing
fellowship with the ELS and WELS based upon a unity of doctrine and
practice.
• We hope that our talks with the ELS and WELS can continue.
The second part of our meeting was taken up with a discussion of the topic of In Statu
Confessionis, or "protesting fellowship." Historically, this phrase has been used as a
protest against doctrinal error within a church body in an attempt to drive it out. It has
sometimes been wrongly used as a justification to continue in fellowship with known
false teachers. The history of its use by the WELS and ELS over toward the LC-MS
was discussed. Additionally, we talked about its use in connection with the European
church bodies which remained in fellowship with both the LC-MS and WELS/ELS for
many years following the breakup of the Synodical Conference. The representatives of
the WELS and ELS stated that it is their conviction that In Statu Confessionis is to be
used only with weak brethren, and not with those identified as false teaching church
bodies. In the course of this discussion, we revisited the reasons why the founders of
the CLC found it necessary to leave their former fellowships in the WELS and ELS.
The future of our inter-synodical discussions was left in doubt. All agreed that it might
be profitable to meet again following the 2019 CLC General Pastoral Conference next
summer. It will be up to the respective synod presidents as to whether this meeting will
take place. Meanwhile, our 3-man committee hopes to provide further information for
next summer's General Pastoral Conference to consider, through continuing
correspondence with the WELS and ELS.
President Michael Eichstadt, Pastor Paul D. Nolting, Pastor Bruce Naumann
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In case you missed it, see last week’s bulletin concerning:
• Comments for ILC Professor Call, directed to: john.p.hein@gmail.com
• Installation of Pastor Rob Sauers this Sunday in Fond du Lac at 4 pm.
• Our Redeemer, Red Wing 60th anniversary, Aug. 12 at 3 pm.

Fruits of Faith Last Week – August 4 & 5
Weekend Worship: (Sat. 122 – Sun. 249) 371
Communion: (Sat. 102 – Sun. 206) 308
Dove West: 20
Dove South: 9
Our House: 14
Care Partners: 12
Orchard Hills: 15 Heritage: 18 Lake Hallie: 18

Introducing Vicar Sam Naumann
Hello Messiah members, my name is Sam
Naumann. I'm very excited to begin vicaring
here at Messiah. Many of you I know
already, and many of you I have yet to meet.
Either way, I'm looking forward to working
in your midst. For those of you who are not
familiar with me, let me tell you a little bit
about myself. My parents are Pastor David
and Desiree (née Ohlmann), presently
serving in Clarkston, WA. I'm in my final year
of seminary and am looking forward to
gaining valuable experience by working with
our three pastors. I've been married for a
little over two years now and my wife, Katie, and I just had our first child,
Margaret. I'm an avid outdoorsman and enjoy hunting, hiking, and am getting
back into fishing after a long time away from it. All of my latest hobbies involve
my daughter. Please take a moment after church to introduce yourself to me,
and may Lord's blessings be yours this week. - Vicar Naumann
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STEWARDSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY
#5 Our Speech: Glorifying God
In this series of articles on Stewardship, we are considering how parents can
impart the principles of stewardship in everyday family life. Our topic this time
is on the stewardship, or taking care, of the use of our tongues.
Eph. 4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good
for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.
This passage reminds us of God’s twofold expectations for human conduct. On
the one hand, God demands that we avoid doing certain things; on the other
hand, He also has demands that we do other things. God’s law reveals that we
sin by doing what He forbids (sins of commission) and that we also sin by not
doing what He desires (sins of omission).
And perhaps the part of our body that sins the most is the tongue. In James 3,
the tongue is likened to the bit in a horse’s mouth or the rudder of a great
ship, small parts that move big objects around. The tongue can ignite a forest
fire of sin. It can be used to praise God and curse man. It is the only force in all
of nature that man has not been able to tame. To use the tongue without sin
would require perfection.
How thankful we can be that Jesus has rescued us also from the sins of our
tongue. From all the times we have committed what is wrong or failed to do
what is right, for all the sins spoken out loud or whispered in a corner or found
only on our lips – from all such sins we have been cleansed, not by washing
our mouths out with soap, but by the purifying blood of the Lamb of God.
And now, we can leave behind our previous lifestyle of careless speech and by
God’s Spirit have it replaced with caretaking use. Now the chief purpose of our
speech is to declare to one and all the grace of Christ that has rescued us and
is meant to rescue them.
This topic of stewardship of the tongue has been coordinated with our
upcoming Christian Education weekend. This weekend a special envelope is
being distributed for use next weekend. This special offering will be used for
Messiah ILHS Student Grants and for Debt Retirement.
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But our stewardship goes well beyond the use of our money. How can we
exercise stewardship of our speech in promoting Christian Education? Think
of some of the ways we can “impart grace.”
•

Sunday school Teaching - the fall session will begin soon. We are
always in need of teachers for both Saturday night and Sunday
morning. A practical way to speak grace to little ears.

•

Next weekend we will be installing three new teachers in our
Christian Day School. They, as well as our other seven returning
teachers, can certainly use words of encouragement, speaking
grace to teachers of grace.

•

All souls are precious to the Savior, but He has a special concern
for little ones. That is why He instituted Christian Education. There
is no greater use of the tongue than to declare the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, especially to a little one. Talk to a child about Jesus. Take a
child to Sunday school. Speak to an adult about our day school.

•

Pray. God has promised to hear and answer. Pray for our Sunday
School, our Day School, the school on the campus of Immanuel,
our sister (and often struggling) schools around the CLC, Christian
education in our fellowship, our sister synods overseas, and …

While there is almost no limit to the sins our tongues can do, there is also
almost no limit to the good our tongues can do. May the Savior who has
rescued us from the old lifestyle inspire us to the new lifestyle -- all to the
praise and glory of His name.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only, for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee. Amen
LH 400:3
Messiah Stewardship Committee
August 2018
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Daily Bible readings for home devotions; Aug. 13-18, ’18.
Mon Ruth 1:1-15 The Book of Ruth was read in synagogues at harvest time
and country fairs. During the years of the “Judges” (no Social Security) when
crops failed, many farmers became migrants; their boys married foreign girls,
raised families, died, and left widows. Naomi was such a widow: no man, no
money, no sense staying—so she headed back home to Bethlehem, leaving
one daughter-in-law behind; but the other couldn’t bear to desert her.
Tues Ruth 1:16-22 Devoted to Naomi, Ruth composed a poem of Hallmark
quality, which we cherish because she knew the LORD had salvaged her for His
purposes. Naomi was grumpy about being a widow and responsible for Ruth
too, but at least she was back home with relatives in Bethlehem, where crops
were being harvested again and she might survive. Stay tuned.
Wed Ruth 2 Good-girl Ruth volunteered to scratch out a livelihood from the
left-overs in fields owned by Naomi’s relative Boaz, who was considerate and
generous. Ruth’s good conduct had earned his respect (10-12), and so he
became her protector and benefactor (12-16). Naomi cheered up at how the
LORD was engineering things for Ruth, no longer treated as a stranger and
foreigner but as a welcome relative. Praise the L ORD!
Thurs Ruth 3 Naomi set the stage for Ruth to approach Boaz and request that
he consider becoming her guardian (9). At the campsite about midnight Boaz
awakened and was startled to find Ruth lying at his feet. He understood that
Ruth was appealing him to act as God directed in Deut. 25:5; he was willing to
re-purchase Naomi’s farm for the two widows AND to enter into marriage with
Ruth. What a blessed break-through for all of them!
Fri Ruth 4:1-8 Their wedding plans hinged on the choice of a closer blood
relative, who also might opt to marry Ruth. When he declined, Boaz followed
legalities to put Naomi back on her property AND to marry Ruth. But why all
the bother? Because God wanted Bethlehem to be the ancestral home of
David and Jesus. Note: Jesus had non-Jewish relatives converted by the Holy
Spirit. “O God, to us may grace be giv’n To follow in their train!” (TLH 452)
Sat Ruth 4:9-17 So it came to pass that Ruth and Boaz married, she became
pregnant and bore a son named Obed (server, worshiper), whom Naomi
treated as her own flesh-and-blood (10). Those who were attuned to God’s
Word-and-will were happy for her (14-15,17)—and so are we, for Obed grew
up to become the father of Jesse, who grew up to be the father of David-which is important, for David grew up to become the fore-father of Jesus.
Matthew traces the lineage (family tree) of Jesus in chapter one of his Gospel
account, so that Bible believers would get it straight. We say Amen to that!
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